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TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

JOHN FANE, 

OEari of aHeftmotfanD, 

LORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL, 

AND 

GENERAL GOVERNOR of IRELAND ; 
GRAND MASTER 

OF THE 
ORDER OF St. PATRICK. 

MAY IT PLEAfl TOUR. EXCELLENCY, 

THE following Sheets, containing the- 
Events of the late memorable SIEGE of 
GIBRALTAR, written by a Soldier, 
during the continuance of the Blockade and 
Bombardment, in the intervals of reft from 
Public Duty, are, 

With the moft profound Refpeft, 

I N S C R I B ED £ Y 

Your EXCELLENCY'S 

Moft obedient humble Servant, 

SlRJEANT, 58TH ReGT, 
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TO THE READER. 



THE great indulgence the following Letters 
have experienced from a generous Public, 
demand the AUTHOR'S moil warm and 
grateful Acknowledgments ; who feels himfelf 
happy in having the opportunity to thank 
the numerous patronizers of his Labours. 

It were needlefs to offer an Apology, after 
the candid reception the Work has been fa- 
voured with ; yet, as many will perufe this 
Edition, who had not the opportunity of in- 
fpe&ing the former, it is neceffary to mention, 
that at the Time of inditing they were not 
intended for the Prefs, nor would they hav e 
been prefented to the Public, but from re- 
peated felicitation. — Importunity prevailed.—^ 
The recital of the various Occurrences, and 
momentous Events, as they were written and 
felt amidft all the rage of War, Hurry, and Con- 
fufion, made their firft appearance at Liverpool 

in 
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vl TO THE READER. 

in if^4 7 and experienced a fuccefsful and ra- 
pid Sale, notwithftanding their want of that 
elegance of Diftiqn, which works q£ labour 
ixi&Jludy are embellifhed with. 

This teftimony of Public Approbation 
^as induced the AUTHQR (the firft Writer^ 
and y^ho has not borrowed or copied from 
otjher Publications) to continue them in their 
Qrigimi Stile j and to fubmit this Edition to 
the Candour of his Readers; who, it is 
hoped, ^m overlook any inaccuracies they 
may meet with, efpecially when they confidtr, 
that a Soldier's bufinefs is Discipline, and not 
Literary Fame. 
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LETTER 1 

Gibraltar v 1779 
Dear Brother, 

J SHOULD think myfelf wanting in affection 

and gratitude did I not favour you \?ith 

the particulars of evey thing deferving notice, 

during the approaching liege j but worn the 
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1779 duty of a foldier, (being moftly under arms, 
Sept. or whir working parties,) many matters of a 
trifling nature, probably may efcape my know- 
ledge ; do not therefore expeft this Journal to 
be elaborately filled with trivial daily occur- 
rences, but depend upon receiving a full ac- 
count of every tranfa&ion of a public nature ; 
fuch as* the eaemy's motions* firiagfc, v^flels 
engaged, taken, efcaped, failed, arrived, bat- 
teries erefted, deftroyed, &c. &c. 
1 2th. A council of war being held yefterday at the 
Convent, at which the field officers and naval 
commanders' affiftedy it- w&s refolVfed unani- 
moufly to commence a cannonade on the Spa* 
nijh works; and accordingly this morning, 
(having previoufly witHdrawn our advanced 
guards from Bay Side, and Forbes's) we opened 
ourbatterieron ther enemy, beginning stt Rock 
Gun, ddwn tothe Mole Htad, employing ev6r^ 
piece of ordnance that could poffibly bear upon 
them. An officer's lady,* whom curiofity had 
excited to our batteries* was encouraged to 
difcharge the firft gun ; and having taken a 
lighted match, (with an intrepidity not pecu- 
liar to the fex) General Eliott pronounced, in a 
true heroic fHle, ** Britons ftrike home," and 
immediately every battery and angle bellowed 
with rage, and vomited forth the irfoft tre- 
mendous flames. 

At the firft difcharge>our fliot dropped fhert> 
{6 thartheir advanced guards had time to ef- 
cape to their lines, and their precipitate retreat 

almpft 

* The Lacfy of Lieut. Skinner, Engineer. 
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almoft occafioned a general laugh, to view tfee 17791 
D^j tumbling one over another as* they led Septt 
from the ihowecs o£ ihot* Whea the enemy: 
had reached their Knes, we gave moreelevatioa 
to our guns, and Fort Barbara and &. PhU 
iippe received ^ heavy cannonade, nor were 
any part of the Spanijh lines negle&ed. As i 
came up the ftreet about two hours after, from 
Waterporty (having been the, preceding day and 
night on duty at that poft) I could not but re* 
mark the timidity and fearful apprehension* 
pictured on the countenance of me inhabi- 
tants, as they minutely expefted a furious rec- 
tum from the enemy. The Jews<md Jewefes* 
exhibited the moft d^fcriptive amazement; 
terror had taken fuch poffeflion of their mind*, 
that they fought fhelcer at the fouthward, leav- 
ing their houfes and effe&s, (except fuch as 
were of coAvenient carriage) expofed to the 
dangers that muft have enfued, had the enemy 
opened upon the town* About four in the af- 
ter^oon we began to throw fhells * into their* 
forts, and the enemy, who had fecured fomc 
indifferent retreat from our fhot, now found 
themfelves moft inconveniently annoyed, as 
we often perceived that their guards ajid par* 
ties were thrown into diforder. 

A heavy and inceffant fire all night* The 13th. 
enemy appear ta be in motion ; and our ex* 
pe&ations lead us to imagine, that, about noon 

they 

*%> A round piece of caft iron, feme of 8 and a half, 
10 and 23 inches diameter, hollow in- the infide, by whkh 
they are charged, and a fuze drove in at the jnouth, of 
different lengths, according to the diftance the fhell is in* 
tended to be difcharged. When the fuzr burns to tb« 
powder, the fhell immediately burfts with great fury. 
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1779 they will return the compliment. The fear- 
Sept, ful inhabitants, who flieltered at the fouthward, 
* 13th. cannot be perfuaded to return, but feem hap- 
py in their minds, that they arc out of the 
reach of the foe. It was obfervcd to-day that 
their fbrtshave received fome. damage from 
our firings. 

The enemy have not made a return. The . 
uneafinefs of the people feem lefs predomi- 
nant, and fome have ventured to returji to 
their habitations in town. The foe are very 
bufy ; they are encamped at the foot of Santa 
Roque, to a great number, with fome fqua- 
drons of horfe ; they appear to be about 
16,000 men, including the Catalan troops; 
they are beginning to carry fafcines * and ga- 
bions + to their lines, fo that it is beyond dif- 
pute they mean to return the fire. When we. 
firft received the account, (June 21ft) from 
Gen. Mendoza, commandant at Santa Roque, of 
the commencement of hoftilities between their 
Catholic and Britannic majefties, it occafioneda 
general rumour inthegarrifon ; the Governor 
and principal officers affembled on the Grand* 
Parade^ and every tongue was employed in de- 
livering their opinions. Our advanced guards 
and lines were reinforced, and detachments 
of the piquets fent to the weakeft places, as 
we concludecMthat the enemy would endea- 
vour to furprife the place. 

> Hoftilities 

* Wood cut from trees, and bound in bundles, or 
hoop fticks well foaked in water. 

\ Pieces of timber, bound with iron hoops, like a cade, 
and the incited part, when placed on a battery, is filled 
with earth. 
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Hostilities being thus doinmenced, Ge&eral 1 779 
Eliottj with the advice, of the naval commait- Sept^ 
der, iffued letters of marque to feverai priva- 
teers in this Port, who immediately went out 
and captured fome fmall prizes with wine, 
brandy, and other neceffaries, that probably 
may be much wanted. On the 26th of July* 
Admiral Don Barcello, with two line of battle 
•Hups, two frigates, one xebec, and feverai gal- 
lies, anchored off Cabritta Point, to keep the 
Port blockaded. Our cruizers were under the 
neceflity of returning to the bay, and are no\y 
laid up, as the enemy are ever watchful of 
their motions, and our force is too weak to ! 

offer an. oppofition. It is currently reported 
that Spain* 's intention is to oblige us / tp furr^n- 
der \>y, fainine ; yo\i may therefore conclude, 
that while the enemy remain mafters of the 
Straits, our fituatiou w$ Jje exceedingly dife- 
greeable, and we fhall be greatly, neceflitated 
fot refreflimefct. 

Our Governor is indefatigable in improving . 
ihe, woyks, particularly thofe on the heights 
of the hill, which are ltioft convenient to r an- 
noy the enemy, and prevent their approaches. 

The enemy are very affiduous ; many work- 20th. 
ing parties employed, but we cannot form any 
judgment of what they are doing. This day. 
a fettee,^ that feemly ftood for the bay, 
(wind Weft) was conducted by Admiral 

Barcello's cruizers - to Algaziras : -This 

circumftance makes us rather uneafy, *s we 

are apprehenfive that many^ more, will {hire 

the fame fate. This day a leijeant: and a Ha- 

v B noverian 

' - ' " • 

• A Market Boat. 
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1779 iwtarerian private, defisrtec^ notwithfbirtling 
Sept. our {hot they efcaped to the Spanifh Un$s. 
30th. The enemy are quiet, but continue a flrarp 
look out in the Gut, This day Admiral Mart 
cello's fliip was dreffed with a variety of colours, 
and a falvo fired. He rides moft magnificently, 
-egculting over a people fhut up like poultry in 
a coop. He is fo vain, and fo prepofle&d svith 
the profpe& of our caphuktk)g, that he has 
ordered each officer under his command, to 
wear the key of the Straits, with, a, rihfe^m 
pendent from the breaft. We may eayeft fchf! 
next month wifl furntfh moce important inr 
telligence. Whatever happens (if I furvive^ 
you may depend Upon receiving a minute and 
circumfianUal account, from 

Tour's affefitionatetyy 



LETTER II. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

1 779 -T^AR diftant from every endearing friend, 
Od. 9. * and the focial joys of fellowship, I a^ai|i 
take my pen to write to you. Nothing ma- 
terial has happened fince my laft. The enemy 
are exceedingly affiduous at work, and we ar^e 
conftantly playing upon their parties with can- 
non. Admiral BarceUa^ with the ftri&eft vi- 
gilance, watches the Gut, and Come of bis 
cruizers are moftly ftretching from C#*M to 
Cabritta Pointy to guard the Offing. We have 
not received any fupplies or intelligence, nor 

have 
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hav£ we dbferved a fliip, boat, or fettee, from 1779 
Eaft td Weft, endeavour to make the Porta Oft. 94 
Every thing is getting to fo exorbitant a price* 
that k is almoft impoffible for a pefcfon of a 
moderate income to purchafo* what is requiiite 
for foflenance. 

Thiscky* a twenty-four pounder was drag- 
ed up the face of the Rock to Mtdjhipman's look* 
oitt, or Rock-Gun ; the labour and danger at- 
tending it is not to be conceived, in the con- 
veyance over the rugged Rock* to a height of 
1357 fc».- 

T&e Enemy's force now conjijts of 





- 


AT ALGAZIRAS, 






1 ihip 
1 frijptte 


gunsi 
70 

3* 


men* 
700 
300 


: 1 xebec 
1 dkt6 


gum. 

3* 
28 


tnen* 
250 

200f 






AT CEUTA, 






1 ffiip 
1 frigate 
1 xebec 


60 

2& 
l8 


doo 

250 
200. 


1 xebec 
1 ditto 


2.0 
14 


l8o 

8a 




CONSTANTLY CRUIZING, 




1 X€&ee 16 
4 fmftUer 
6 hatf-gaH^ys- 


100 

240 
1000 


6 quarter galleys 
20 armed boats 


45° 
3°° 


ON OUR SIDE ARE AT ANCHOR, 




Panthor 

Enterprise 

Childers 


60 

14 


400 

200 

9 _ 


Gibraltar 
Fortune 


12 
10 


40: 
3& 



a x. 
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1779 * t,aft night the enemy were exceflivfcly haf-d 
Odb. ^ at work, our batteries poured upon them a 
20th. liberal diftribution of fhells, notwithftanding 
which, they completed their operations, and 
this morning exhibited to our view three new 
batteries, two of fourteen, and 6n£ of feven 
guns, cbnftru&ed for playing upon. wir lines 
at Lamport 'and WatirporU "' /'■ 

30th. No prc*fpe& of relief. We begin to think 
Britain has forgot that fuch people are ih ex- 
iftence. The enemy are quiet, but Exceed- 
ing watchful, and labour much at- their ap* 
proaches. We cannot form any judgment of 
what they are doing. Our batteries continue 
the cannonade. 

This day the Peace and Plenty privateer, 
being chafed to the eaftward by a frigate and 
two row gallies, wind at S. E. was unfortftu 
nately driven afliore between the Qevilis Tower 
and Fort Barbara. Our batteries commenced 
a brilk cannonade 6n the Fort, and difmount- 
ed feveral of their guns 9 but notwithftanding, 
the enemy poured iiiro her a prodigious quan- 
tity of found and grape fliot. The boatfwairt 
had his right thigh mot off, and died foort 
after. The captain finding it impoflible to get 
her off the bed of fand where flie had run 
agrQund* a«d grape fiiOt pouring in a conti- 
nual fhower from the enemy's batteries, he 
and" the crew (having taken out a few things) 
abandoned her, and came in at Landport. She 
was detached by General 'Murray, from Mi- 
norca, to view our fituation, and to learn i( 
any fupplies were come from England. She 
had taken- feveral prizes to the eaftward, and 

relates* 
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relates that the troops at Minorca are in good 1779 
health, and want nothing but clothing. Oft. 

Fort Barbara kept all night a' lire upon the 31ft. 
unfortunate privateer, her hull and rigging is 
£0 greatly fluttered, that fhe will never be fit 
for fea again. The enemy feem to be making 
preparations for a vigorous attack ; they have 
begun forming feveral bomb batteries. Our . 
fire is without intermiflion. Several of our 
howitzer * fhells fell among their working 
parties, and killed a great number. General . 
Eliott continues to increafe the fortifications ; 
and working parties from each regiment in 
the garrifon, are employed in ere&ing traver- 
fes f in different parts of the ftreets to flielter 
the troops and inhabitants from the enemy's 
fliot. We have not received any fupplies ei- 
ther from England^ Portugal, Tangier, Tetuxn, 
or Minorca, nor has a fliip appeared Handing 
for the Bay but the Peace and Plenty. The 
Spanifh cruizers keep hovering in the Offing. 
"We wait the arrival of a fleet with impatience^ , 

x 

Tour* life* * 



* A prece of ordnance mounted on a carriage like a 
cannon, which difcharges fhells in any dire&ion. 

f Calks filled with earth, placed three deep, and: at 
fiiificient height to cover the head* 
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L ETTE & HI, 
Bear Brother, 



Gibraltar* 



x 779 TP^P- enemy laft night fired a qwfsj into 
Nov. i . • * the privateer which run aground the 30th 
ult» and in a few hours flbie was confined. 
The e^emy sqntjnue to worjc, and \pe conti* 
nue to fire, Provifion is getting extravagant- 
ly dear and fcarce : fifh and flour ^ne the chief 
iuppprt of the inhabitant^. A fin^U firing of 
fiih, about the fize of a large iprat, eight in 
number, coft upyajrds of two (hillings English. 

This day the bakers fliut their doors, and 
delivered their bread through a wicket, pro-. 
tecte4 hy a guar4> 99 the cro^yd^ ^ere ifo prefs-r 
ing, they were tinder the apprehepfion of their 
houfes being pulled dowji ; the flour they 
have in hand will not laft, accor4#ig tq cam- 
putation, more than two months. Antonio 
Smilie (a noted Genoefe baker) affured me, he 
had only eighteen barrels of flour to ferve 
himfelf, family, and the public. The Governor 
has ordered them to bake but a ftipulated 
quantity daily, which is not half the fupply 
required by the garrifon. 

It is really grievous to fee the fighting of the 
people for a morfel of bread, at a price not to 
be credited by thofe who never knew the 
hardfhip of a fiege* Men wreftling, women 

intreating, 

X An iron cafe with four holes in it, to let out the 
flames, about the lize of a bomb (hell, charged with com- 
builihlcs for fetting houfes and fliips on fire, difcharged 
out of mortars. 
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lAffeatifcg, aiM chi&teh erytegj a jargoti of 1779 
all laAgji&ges pfteofedy jf6fcritog forth thei* Nov. 
complaihtt. the leap 6f fenflbifity is copfemfly 
feed, &ttd coBlimferatibh mutually exchanged* 
What a fittiatioh ! where huittanity is depriv- 
ed of the ability 16 alleviate the irinuiiierabfc 
wants tif old Sid youfig. When- Our diftreffes 
will eftdj tSme alone dm urtfold. 

Many of the women and children returned 
from the Mkfer's this morning, without being 
able to procure the fmalleft relief, and thofe 
who did, obtained it by foremg the timid and 
weaker part of the applicants away. A foldier 
is ftri&ly forbidden to attend the delivery, ex- 
cept when ordered there on duty ; fo that his 
family muft be fubfifted on his very fcanty al- 
lowance, if his wife or children fhould not be 
fortunate to get a loaf, which in our prefent 
fituatiorl is an agonizing difficulty. The bre^d 
is mad6 from wheat ground without lifting, 
oatmeal, and ground peafe ; and when baked 
refembles a brick bat. For one of thefe finall 
lolvefc (bad and gritty as they are, and in fize 
not bigger than a halfpenny roll) we muft pay 
an Engliih fliilling. 

This day arrived a Spanifh two-decker from 6th. 
the Weft, and anchored between Cabritta and 
the battery at Jlgizaras. Several fmaU craft 
alib arrived* 

The enemy are quiet, but bufily employed 
at work at their bomb batteries. This after* 
noon a Spanifh frigate failed from Aigazims to 
Ceuta: 

This morning we obferved the enemy had 
recalled their working parties from the lines, 
and tliat they were forming fortifications, ex- 
tending 
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1 779 tending from Fort St. Phillippe to Point Negroy 
Nov. as a defence and cover for their camp; this 
gives us the alluring hope, that they have fome 
intimation of our fleet being at fea. Our bat- 
teries are not idle, but keep a well dire&ed 
fire on their forts and late approaches. 

The calls of duty prevent my further wri- 
ting. Excufe all inaccuracies, and believe that 
I fliall always remain, 

Affectionately yours, &c. 



LETTER IV. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

9th. C E VE R AL days more elapfed amidft expec- 
^5 tation and firing, but no profpeft of relief. 
The merchants are getting money apace ; for 
every article they fell they charge their own 
price. O ye winds be propitious, and quickly 
waft our floating caftles tjo our relief! Hafte 
and lave us from hunger, mifery, and death! 

The enemy continue their works on the 
fhore, and have forwarded a battery near the 
guard H3|ife, on the right of St. Phillippe. Our 
fire from the batteries has flackened, as the 
enemy do not appear very numerous in their 
lines. 

1 2th. Laft night came in two deferters from the 
enemy's * Walloon guards, with their arms, &c. 
they affert that the enemy have one thoufand 

pieces 

* The King of Spain's Body Guards. 
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pieces of cannon and mortars in their lines, and 1779 
only wait an order from the court of Madrid Nov. 
to fire, that their magazines are full of pow- 
der, and that a reinforcement of French 
troops are hourly expe&ed. They are lodged 
at his Excellency's houfe, and I do not doubt 
but their intelligence will prove advantageous 
to the operations of our works. They were 
conduced by the quarter-mafter general to 
Willis's, and the upper batteries, from which a. 
proper view can be taken of the enemy's 
works. 

Wind N. W. This morning we were led 14th. 
to believe that our fleet was near at hand : the 
Spanifli watch-towers hung out fignal-colours, 
and the battery at Cabritia Point fired a gun 
for their cruizers to get under weigh. A pri- 
vateer was foon difcovered (landing for the 
bay, under all the fail fhe could croud ; the 
gun-boats bore down upon, and fired brifkly 
into her, which flie returned as fpiritedly : 
two frigates having flipped anchor, ftretched 
acrofs from Cabritta to intercept her ; having 
got within long gun fhot, they fired two or 
three broadfides ; the cutter then, tacked and 
flood for the Barbary fliore ; the frigates fol- 
lowed, and foon drove to leeward ; flie then 
tacked and flood again for the garrifon, when 
a third frigate ana a xebec pufhed out, and 
likewife dropped to leeward, while the cutter 
kept her courfe : Admiral Barccllo then hove 
too under Cabritta, with an intent to keep the 
windward gage : the bravadoing, bluftering, - 
and vigilant Bar cello, in the St. Jean Bapti/le of . 
70 guns, eagerly bore down, and having got 
within half cannon ftiot, poured into hpr his 

whole 
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x 779 whole ,broadllde, which the cutter returned;, 
Nov. he then made figttal for the guil-bbatS and 
14th. galliesto board, but when they had rowed 
pretty near, the hardy crew gave them fufch 
a warm reception, that they were compelled 
to retire. The Spanifh admiral having fallen to 
leeward, endeavoured to work up again, but 
not being able, on account of the frefli breezfc 
at N. W. was, to his no fmall mortification, 
tinder the neceffity of going to the eaftward, 
with the remainder of his ctuifcers. Bite 
proves to be the Buck of FolhJlone r Captain 
Fagg, in nineteen days from England. On his 
dropping anchor at Nfru) Mok 9 the numerous 
Mediators from the batteries and walls, gave 
him three cheers, and the Genera! on his land- 
ing paid him the higheft commendation for 
his conduct atid bravery. — The Teamen relate 
a humourous account of Captain Fogg. 

Arrived a fettee with thirty-eight bullocks 
from Tangier ; two others were taken by th# 
enemy's gun-boats, one of which had a packet 
for the garrifon ; they were kept fo long Oil 
board before they could get in, that they 
were nearly perilhed : their fldh, when killed, 
was like a jelly, and fold for three rials * and 
eight quarts per pound. 

The wind having Shifted, Admiral Barcelh 
and his fquadron returned to their ftation : 
they keep a fharp look out from Cabritta^ be- 
ing determined not to be beat again m fo 
fhameful a manner. 

This 

* A fial is a piece of Spamfli coin, Gibraltar curren- 
cy! eight-peiMe valu«, equal to four-pence three farthings 
foaling. A quart is a Spanifh halfpenny, forty of which 
is gives, in change for an Englilh (lulling. 
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This day four Portitgutfe who were privately 1 779 
4Hpatched by the governor to fetch a packet Nov. 
from Faro, returned fafc ; they had a fmall 24th. 
boat which the Moors permitted them to carry 
on Camels over rocte and mountains, and 
having launched it in a creek under Apes Hill, 
they ftole over in the night. We flatter our- 
felves there is good news, as the General and 
principal oncers appeared to be in highfpirits. 

This morning came in a deferter from the 30th* 
e&emy, and this evening another ; they both* 
belonged to the Walloon guards, and brought 
their arms with them : the latter was purfued 
by three horfemen, and would have been taken, 
had not our people been very alert at Willis% in . 
pouring in grape * Jhot upon the purfuers; 

The enemy are bringing down great quan- Det.i. 
titles of facines to the lin^s, and are again 
labouring at their advanced works, but do not 
feem difpofed to turn out fire. Laft night came 
in two diferters from the Walloon Guards ; 
they report that the enemy are not to fire while 
they can keep the place blockaded, as General 
Alvarez is confident that famine will oblige us 
tofurrender. We are certainly greatly diftreffed 
for want of frefli provifion and vegetables.-— 
Salt meat, which is fold for two rials, and 
two and a half per pound, is difficult to be 
procured. Yefterday a baker was obliged to 
fhitf up, not having flour fufficient for his fa- 
mily for one month. Appearances are rather 
dreadful. God grant that a fleet may foon 
arrive, or the confequences will be truly 
dreadful. Came 

* Shot of a pound and a half, and two pound weight, a 
number of them put in a tin cafe, and fired, which fcut- 
ters B the discharge many yards. : 
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1779 Came in a defer ter from the Walloon guards. 

Dec 8. He was clofdy purfued by two horfemen, but 
our batteries made them retreat. He fays, 
that the Spanifh army are much diftrefled in 
' camp for frelh water, and that a great many 
die of the flux, occafioned by drinking of the 
fait fprings. 

1 4th. This morning we perceived two men run out 
of the Spanifh lines, and prefently after two 
. horfemen followed, and having overtaken 
•them, they killed one on the lpot, and fe- 
cured the other, notwithftanding our fire.^— 
Laft night defer ted two Hanoverians of De la 
Motte's regiment. They efcaped to the enemy 
from Europa Advance Guards by means of a 
rope ladder, which was accidentally left by the 
King's workmen. 

15th. This morning the enemy executed the de- 
ferter they took yefterday . All their regiments 
were under arms. 

19th. Garrifon orders this day were as follow : 

" No gun to be fired from any of the batteries at 
the enemy 9 s Jhips, when tlye dijtance requires more 
than fix degrees elevation, unlefs fuch Jhips are en- 
gaging^ or in chafe. Any Captain of the Royal 
Artillery j who may happen to beprefent on fuch oc- 
cqfions, will give his advice in the management of 
the gum, which the officers commanding guards will 
be jujlified in following" 

21ft. Laft night failed the Buck privateer for 

Mahon, wind S. W. 
27th. This day the enemy began a fire upon our 

outward works. They obliged the garrifofo 

gardeners, 
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gardeners, wh© work on ;tfte> : 3iimii*v-Qr 17791 
neck of hiMip(ternted the neutral ground) ta Bee 
retire. S&tGzUbQhnoefe fifhermen, who were 27. 
dragging nets" at the lea fide, was alfo under 
the neceffify of retreating, leaving their nets, 
lines, and tackle, on the beach- A twenty-fix 
pound fhot fell at the north angle of Prince's 
Knes ; the centinel narrowly efcaped. The 
enemy are very bufy — their approaches are 
in great forwardnefs, but are all rhafkkd ; their 
bomb batteries appear to have no; ordnance 
mounted, nor has it been obfervedvthat any 
numbeir of men have been employed there for 
fome time paft. We conjeftore' that this 
day is only a preface, or introduction to the* 
grand difplay, and that the long hoafte4 ex- 
hibitions are nearly ready for performance. 

The enemy laft night xleftroyed great part 28th* 
of our gardens, and took away lines, &c. that 
our fifhermen left when they made. their re- 
treat yefterday. Came in a fmall boat from 
Tangier, with goats, fowls, and eggs : flie im- 
mediately ran in under cover of the night. 
The goats fold f@r ten * cobbs per head ; fowls 
three f dollars fix rials per couple # eggs, fix 
rials per dozen. Alfo came in three deferters 
from the Walloon guards. It re ciirfehtty rq- . ; 
ported that the intelligence they bring is not 
altogether favourable to our wilhes. We 
hope the fleet will fhortly arrive/indthatwo 

may 

* A Spanlfh dollar, value four (Killings and eight 
pence fterling at Gibraltar, is called a dollar and a halfi 
or 12 rials, but is of no more value. 

f Eight rials each, Gibraltar currency. 
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tTT$i may be eiiabledt tor give the ericmy a Britifh 
Dec rcccptkm whenever they attack oter trails. 
30. The enemy continue thcWddkade, but keep 
conftandy at work ; their patties are veiy nil* 
nacrous, but we cannot make them defift -, they 
have broken down all their ftone guard-houfes* 
and feeni to be converting them into works of 
annoyance. We may expeft that the enfuing 
year wffl be fertile; with intelligence^ and that 
we Hull be able to give a more defcriptive ac- 
count of their approaches. 

It is reafly vexing and mortifying to vie* 1 
the SpanifhhiUs and heights^ covered with* 
cattle r while we can fcaree procure a piece of 
fak beef, and that at a. price* which, when 
tpld, carries with it the face of improbability* 
I anv> dear Brother* 

AjfeEbhorupely * ymr V, &c. 



LETTER V. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

1780. T AGAIN take the pen to write; though I 
Jan. 7. ■*■ aflure you, our moft fanguine hope feema 
entirely loft. Laft night came in two deferter s 
of the Walloon guards ; from the accounts 
they bring, we expert to have many more 
months to fuffer ; they fay that the Spaniards 
engaged our fleet off Cape Ftnijier r that die 
Enghfh were defeated, and a great many ihips 
captured. Yeftcrday arrived iome frefh troops 

in 
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in th^c^mp, i^ithis-afteiriiooi^ afhullboat 1780. 
tjiat made a p*dh for the garrifon, was taken Jan. 7. 
*$" Qabritta point ; it is not improbable that ih£ 
was detached with intelligence for this place, 
as fhp did wt appear to be. deeply laxjen. 

A Nc&pqlitan, pqlacre, l.aden with barley, 8th. 
Jiavwg approached within the reach o£Eurof>a 
giiijp,. ve diidw^ged a few fhot at her, and 
o$igje4 her to come in; {he will afford us 
fpjne relief *m^d.nural Barc^llo made afignal 
ii»pip4iatdy for a frigate and a xehec to 
£Pli^ ; to the eaftwarjd-~4;hey paffedby within 
fcwggW ihot of the gfirrifon. 

^evqx^ random fhot from the enemy, hut* nth. 
no material damage done; they feem to have 
4 great inclination to begin the work.— We 
kssp a moderate fire upon their parties and 
works. 

The enemy continue to fi*e occafiorially — a 12th. 
ftiqf: ftruck the parapet of the QJd.Mole. — a 26 
povind fliot (the firft fired into the garrifon) 
went through the roof of Mr* J$uartir£s houfe, 
and drove a fpUipter }nto a lady's heel * who 
was walking in the ftreet £— another went 
thrpugh a centry bo* in handjnrt covered-way: 
A mule belonging to the waggons employed 
to bring ftpne from the DevUh. Tower, was 
laupigd by their firing: and the enemy, in an 
unprecedented manner, inhumaijly fired at a 
^qrgy man, performing the funeral ceremony 
over the body of a deceafed foldier. 

Ty§ day the Field Officers commanding 13th. 
corps, affembled at Colonel Rofs's quarters, to 
take into confideratipn the prefent fituation of 
the garrifon provifions ; when it was ordered 

that 
* Mrs. Hamilton. s 
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17186. that the folcfiers ration fhould be fliofrtenedj, 
Jan. viz. half-pound beef, qtfarter-poutod pork, and 
one pint peafe per week, deducted from each 
man's allowance. 
1 5th. Our fituation every day appears more alarm- 
ing, there being a fcarcity of almoft every 
thing in the garrifon — fire-wood a cob per 
hundred ; flour five rials per pound ; no frefil 
meat except an old cow, or worn-out ox, 
(only one perhaps killed in a month) which is 
ibid at four and a half and five rials per 
pound ; fowls twenty to twenty-four, rials 
# each ; a goofe ten dollars ; a turkey twenty 
: dollars ; eggs a cob the dozen ; and every 
other necenary in proportion. 

This morning a foldier deferted from the 
back of the Rock, where he was with a party 
cutting bufhes. We fired many fliots at him, 
- but all were inefle&ual. 

This afternoon, wind S. W. an Englifh brig 
appeared in the Offing ; fhe was chafed by a 
xebec and feveral galhes, but fortunately got 
fafe into New Mole: She brings the joyful 
and happy intelligence of a fleet being within 
twenty-four hours fale of the garrifon, with 
fuccours. 

It is almoft beyond the power of words t6 
defcribe the general joy which pervaded fhe 
foldiery as well as the inhabitants upon this 
gladdening intelligence — even avarice and ex- 
tortion feem to paufe from their iniquities, and 
1 to participate the pleafure infpired by our 
hopes. 
: s I am* &c. 

'••-' LETTER " 
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LETTER VI. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THE garrifon are all on the wing :— the 1780 
found of the fleet is all that is to be heard, Jan. 1 $ 
and every rock and hill re-echoes the blifsful 
tidings. AffecHon ftretches forward and anti- 
cipates the pleafures of knowing the tender 
communications of diftant friends and feperat- 
ed kindred. This morning flour fold for fix* 
pence per pound, which was fome time paft 
two Huttings, and a great favour to obtain it 
at that pfrice ; the fliops that were fliut upt, 
,are now opened, and adorned with bread, 
bifcuit, ruik, &c. The garrifon appears in an 
entire ftate of joyful commotion, and the peo- 
plfe are fo bufy purchafing eatables, that it 
brings to my remembrance the feftive fairs in 
Britain. The eftemy have hung out filial- 
colours from the watch-towers ; not a fhip nor 
cruizer on the oppofite fide attempts to move. 
I believe the fcene is changed witnout, as well 
as within the walls. Barceilo muft feel, with 
inexpreffible pangs, this fudden ftrokethat 
fobs hitn of the hope of conqufeft, and com- 
pels him to view the Britifh enfigns that bid 
defiance to Anddtujia's ihore. - 

Cahie in a deferter from the Walloon 
guards. Intelligence not publickly known; > 
" Laft night arrived (unmolefted) a brig laden 1 7th. 
with flour ; fhe left the Bi^kHh convoy twd 
^ayst fince, ahd brings word, that they haVfe 
taken a Spanifh convoy otf one jttripof the 
••-' ' . . C ' ::•..:.-'■ : *j lin^ 
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178P line, five frigates, and twenty-four fail of 

Jan. tranfports, bound from Bilboa to Cadiz. We 
hourly -wait their arrival. According to the 
*>rder of the 13th inftant, our ration was 
flopped. 

18th. * This morning came in the Appollo frigate. 
She brings the intelligence that feveral Spanifli 
men of war got under fail from Cadiz, to en- 
•gage our fleet, that the Britifli were victorious, 
and that the enemy had one fliip funk, one 
i)lown up, one ftranded,, and four captured, 
glorious news! — Received halrapint of rice in 
lieu of peafe. 

19th. Laft night two Englifli men of war arrived, 
,and confirm the news above. About fix this 
morning came in, the Phcpnix, a Spanijh 80 gun 
ihip, commanded hy Admiral Don Langara* 
who received a wound in his groin during the 
engagement : fhe loft her main top-maft and 
other rigging during the action. . The Britifh 
fleet having flood too near sto the Barbary 
. ihore, -toverJhot the bay, *and drove to eaft- 
wardin the night, and it is probable it will 
•be two or three days before they can work 
«up. The Spanifli Admiral came afliore <this 
evaiing. 

2xft. WindE. Came in three Spanifli 70 gun 
ihips, one a Commodore, alfb the Guipofcoana, 
a 64, taken with the Bolbod convoy, and a 
{great part of our fleet ; they ^re fo -thick I 
cannot number them with any precifioiu 
About eleven this forenoon came in tfyc Prince 
George, commanded by Admiral Digby, with 
3*rince, Williath Henry* on bpard. Adn\iral$ 
Modhey and Rofs are Sanding for the Rock. 
Our {hipping have taken to the eafhvard two 

xebecs, 
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xebecs, and a great many fettees bound for £780 
the camp of St, Rogue. Prince William Henry Jan. 
landed, accompanied by the Admiral; the 21 ft. 
Governor received them with the warmeft en- 
comiums, and the garrifon and fhipping per- 
formed a falute. 

The Spanifh fquadron, commanded by Ad- 
miral Don Juan de Langara, Gefe de Efquadra,, 
which Admiral Rodney fell in with off St. 
Mary's, are as follow : 
Phoenix*, 80 guns.'i 

Diligente, 7000. /Taken and brought 
Monarca, 70 do. f in here. 
Princeffa, 70 do. 3 
St. Domingo, 70 do. blown up. 
St. Eugenio, 70 do. taken, then abandoned 
St. Julian, 70 do. ftranded. 
St. Lorenzo, 70 do. "} 
St. Auguftin, 70 do. / E{ dm 
Santa Rofalia, 26 do. f Y 
Santa Cecilia, 28 do. j 

Laft night, about eleven o'clock, the Ter- 2 id. 
rible man of war, and four other {hips, being 
drove by the rapidity of the current, near the 
enemy's forts Phillipe and Negro, they beSit to 
arms in their camp, and made a pofition of 
defence ; they fired 157 fhot and 7 fhells, but 
did no other damage than killing a Spanifh 
prifoner on board the Terrible. This day the 
Spanifh Commodore landed. 

Wind W. Took a fettee going to Ceuta. 23d. 

This day the troops received their beef and 24th. 
pork, flopped laft week. All hands at work 
unloading the fhipping — Several cranes have 
been erefted from South-port to the New 
Mole. 

C a- The 
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1780* T*hc enemy fhis mftfrning fired two fliof to- 
Jin. wards the garrifoh, one grazed North line- 
25th, wall guard-houfe. About eight this morning, 
a dorporal arid five private men of the Wal* 
ktons who iriadfc a ptifti- for the garrifon, were 
purfued by a party of horfe and foot, more 
than half way acrofs *he ifthrtms— two of the 
men they knocked down with the butts of 
their firelocks, pkreed them feveral times 
with their bayonets. The Corporal they fe- 
cured, and carried him and one of the dead 
bodies away in triumph. The other three e£ 
-caped the maffacrej arid arrived fafe at Land- 
port. 

Arrived from the Eaft this morning, Ad* 
miral George Bridges Rodney -, and feveral other 
ihips. This day we received three flags of 
truce, refpe&ing the exchange of prifoners. 
26th. This morning we perceived the Spanifli in- 
fantry under arms; foon after oMerved a gib- 
bet ere&cd, and a criminal executed* It is 
beyond difpute, that the unhappy fufferer is 
the Corporal tfoey took yefterday on the ifth- 
mus. This afternoon the Fortune cutter, under 
a flag cf truce, conveyed the fickand wound- 
ed prifoners to the Orange Grove, where the 
enemy received them. Came in, and anchored 
in the Bay, Admiral Lockhart Rofs, with fome 
fettee prizes taken to the eaftward. 
27th, This morning arrived from Tangier, afmall 
T>oat with leiiidris and oranges ; — a moft ufe- 
fiil article, as Ihey are very falutary in the 
cure of the fcurvy. Came in a Spanifli brig. 
Four Spanifli lin^ of battle fhip§ and a 64, are 
at anchor in the Bay, adorned with the Britifh 



enligns. 
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It is eafy to imagine the effe& wjuch this 178 <* 
mortifying exhibition ,rauft have upon the Jan. 
mind, of Don Barcello ; aggravated, no doubt, 27th. 
by the difappointediflueito his own threats 

: and , idle, vapouring?. 

Arrived a /boat from Tangier ', with , a few 28th. 
dozen of fowls. Alfo afetteewith bujloela 

.and, other refrcflunenjts frpm Tetuan* Qne ^f 
our frigates cruizing in. the Of&ng, capfwrejd a 
fettee bound for the camp. 
This forenoon landed from 4 ibips of war, the 29th. 

. fecond battalion of the 73d regiment of foot, 
under the command ot. lieutenant- Colonel 
George M'Kcnzie : They .were under orders for* 
Minorca, but xiur Governor,, with the. advice 
of , the Admirals^ and Field Qfficcrs, h^s Stain- 
ed them here. This afternoon, \yindS. W. 
Commodore* Eliott in the Edgar, and a frigate, 
gave chafe to a fbipjoff Qhfrritta, under Dutch 
colours ; which, as foon as fhe perceived, flie 
tacked and flood for ^ the land ; Eliott bore 
down up her, and quickly got within long 
gun-fhot, when fhe hvtikc&SpaniJh colours, and 
ran afhore under Cabritta 1 A brifk fire enfued 
on both fides, in which the battery at that 
place took a part, but Admiral Rodney ^ per- 
ceiving their fituation rather dangerous, hoifted 
a %nal for; them to return. It is imagined 
that, fhe was detached with inftructions to J)on 
Barcello. 

The Spanifh boats were yiefterday afternoon 30th. 
employed in endeavouring to get the {hip off, 
which they did not effect till this morning's 
tide. Early this .morning came in three de- % 
ferters from .the Walloon Guards, they were 
naked, having fwam from the foot of fort 5/. 
B 3 Philippe. 
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1780 ybtOftc. They report flnt the SpanHh Ge- 
Jan- neral holds a pofitkm of defence every night, 
as he expects our {hipping wiH fire upon their 
camp, before they la ve die bar. The enemy 
have mounted artillery in their fourteen and 
feven gun batteries, and (canto have prepar- 
ed to act on the defenfive at their forts — We 
keep a moderate fire upon them, and often 
pot their guards in diforder. Every one is 
amazed that the enemy do not return it, for 
furely they can have no hope of taking this 
place by famine, fince we have received fup- 
plies from Britain ; or; fliould they ititt en- 
tertain that idea, a few {hips of the line ftati- 
oned here may keep the communication be- 
tween Tangier and the Ganifon fo open as 
utterly to defeat fo indecifive a project. 

/ am, 6f r. 



LETTER VH. 

Gibraltar. 



Dear Brother, 

Feb. 3. HP HE fiores and provifions being almoft 
-*• landed, the fleet are preparing for fea, 
and it is confidendy reported, that none of 
the fliips of the line will be left here to guard 
the Bay ; we may therefore conclude, that in 
a fbort time we fliaH experience a fituation 
equally as diftrefling as that from which we 
have lately been relieved ; for while the 
enemy commands a fuperior force in the bay, 

the 
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the fupplies which would otherwife be for- 1780 
warded from Tangier and; Tetuan y will be cut Feb. 
off: A few days will leave our fituation no 
myftery. 

This day all the Spanifh deferters embarked 
on board the me*i of war, on their paffage to 
England. Sailed the Childers floop, with dif- 
patches. 

Came in at Landportj two private men and 5th. 
a drummer, belonging to the enemy's Wal- 
loon Guards ; they affert, that the Spanifh 
General has not any orders to fire, but on the 
defenfive, and that Admiral Don Barcello has 
received advice from Madrid, to renew the 
blockade as foon as the Britifh fleet departs, 
at which time he is to be reinforced with two 
(hips of the line and feveral frigates. 

Came in a deferter from the Walloon 10th. 
guards. 

This afternoon, wind E. N. E. Admiral 13th. 
Rodney made fignai to weigh. About twelve 
o'clock, the men of war, including the five 
Spanijh fhips f viz. Phtznix, Diligente, Monarca^ 
Prince/fa, Guipofeqana, and convoy, got under 
fail. Several families took this fafe opportu- 
nity of flying from fatigue and danger, and 
embarked on board the fleet. The battery at 
Cabritta, fired a gun to alarm thf coaft, which 
was returned at Ceuta, as oui^fliipping flood 
towards that place in order to clear the land ; 
in the evening they were all out of fight, but 
the enemy continued to fire alarm guns, and 
threw a great number of rockets from the 
watch towers. 

The Edgar , under the command of Gommo* 
dore EJiott, the Panther of 64 guns, the Enter- 
prize 
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1780 prize and Porcupine frigates ; Gibraltar and For- 

Feb. 14 tefltf Hoops remain here. x At. Algaziras are at 
anchor, one fhip of 70 guns, one ditto 50* oi^e 
frigate, and, a few xdbecs. We are now able 
to oppofe our foes, on the oppofite fide. 

Yefterday Admiral Langar$ % and the other 
officers of his fleet, were permitted to pals to 
Spain on parole. 

1 5th. Admiral Barcello this morning hauled out. to 
the left of the battery at Algaziras ; he appears 
to be very bufy in getting up his top-mafts 
and yards ; fome of his gallies pafied to the 
weftward. On the land fide a few working 
parties have again made their appearance. . 

27th. Nothing material Jbas happened, for fomc 
days. The Spanijh horfe and infantry, have 
been performing their evolutions, twice every 
day : it is computed their number, fit for ac- 
tual fervice, is about 17 or j8,ooo. Laft night 
came in a fmall boat with lemons and joranges 
from Tangier. The enemy's gun-boats chafed 
her under Europa, which occasioned a few fliot 
to be difcharged from that poft. 

This day arrived at Algaziras, from the 
weftward, four Spanijh line of battlp (hips, 
two frigates, and one xebec. 

28th. Wind W. * Arrived at Jlgaziras, a Spanijh 
frigate and a xebec from the weftward : the 
frigate faluted Admiral Barcello, but no return 
was made. It appears as if they intended to 
renew the blockade. 

Mar. 4. This morning alarm fignals were made at 
Ceuta y of the appearance of an enemy to the 
^aftward. Wind N. N. E. Admiral Barcello 
immediately loofed his fore-top-fails, as a fig- 
nal to weigh. A frigate, xebec, and two gal- 

Ues, 
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lies, made rea^y, and ftretched Acrofs for Ceu- 1780* 
ta : foon after he followed, but had not quite Mar. 
cleared EuroPa, when the cnjiizef s difcovercd 
tie' fuppofed prey to be a xebec. The wind 
Haying Aiifted t° &c S. E. this evening, the 
enemy have again anchored at their lobk-out 
on, .the oppofite fide. Several gallies and other 
iiuall cruizers, that ftole arfay during the con- 
usance of our fleet, have ventured to re- 
turn. 

This day our cartel, under a flag of truce, 12th. 
received from £pain 390 Britifh prifaners of 
vyar. They report that Spain is determined 
pn the coijyjueft of this place in contempt of 
all impediments, arid that a large, body of 
French troops are really embarked fof the camp, 
to fbrw,ar,d this determined objeft. 

Lafi pight a deferter came in from the Wal- i6th» 
loop guards. He gives an account that the 
enemy fufferecj considerably from bur fire yef- 
terday. One fliell killed and wounded 25 
perfons. 

The Spanifh fquadron this morning were 19th. 
.decorated with colours of various forts. In 
the afternoon their troops in camp were ar- 
ranged in three lines ; the battery at Fort Ne- 
.gro made a triple falvo of 12 guns each time, 
which was anfwered as often by a running 
lire from the army. The batteries and Clip- 
ping at Algaziras performed the fame. 

A neutral veffel was brought in by the Spa- 
nifh cruizers for examination, Admiral Barcelh 
being determined not to let a flap pafs unno- 
ticed. For thefe three days we have not fired 
much, being bufily employed in ftrengthening 

our 
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1780. our works, particularly thofe adjoining the 

Mar. ifthmus, as the enemy work buuly on that 
place at the ere&ion of new approaches. 

25th. Wind W. This day arrived feveral polacres 
and fettees at the Orange Grove. — We only con- 
jedure they are laden with ftores for the 
camp. 

25th. At day-break this morning a fignal-gun was 
fired from a xebec near the point ; feveral 
armed cruizers got under fail, and formed 
•a line from the point to Ape's fiill 9 where, after 
firing a fhot, they captured a fettee, and 
brought her in, with her colours reverfed. It 
, is imagined the had cattle on board for the gar- 
-. rifon, which is very much wanted, as very 
little frefh meat can be puixhafed. Our pro- 
vifion is chiefly fait beef and pork, and that 
we ufe fparihgly, not knowing when we may 
receive another fupply. Vegetables are fcarce 
and dear, and of the worft fort in quality. Our 
barren rock yields but little ; but as neceflity 
generally adopts a remedy, many have begun 
to convert the folid parts of the rock inta 
kitchen gardens, which fome have efFc&ed by 
rajfing walls one height above another, and 
filling the inclofed with earth. It will appear 
3. fcene of enchantment to Admiral Barcello % 
when he beholds the face of the dry and bar* 
ren Rock in a ft ate of vegetation* 

r am y 

Dear Br other y 

Tours, &V* ' 

LETTER. 
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LETTER VIIL 

Gibraltar* 
f Dear Brother, 

THE enemy are ftill forwarding their ap- 
proached, and on our part, I can affirm 1780 
there is no deficiency. Th£ Spdniards muft Ap. 7. 
fuftain confiderable loffes in their operations, 
as we feldom let them reft. Our fire, of late, 
does not prevent them working. Judge what 
muft be' their, iufferings, when we are hourly 
pouring upon them an inceffant difcharge of 
every kind of fhot and fhells. 

The fufferings of the Britilh troops at pre- 
fent, is from heavy duty, and the icarcity of 
provifion. When the enemy have compleated 
their approaches, I imagine they will retaliate, 
but we are prepared to withftand their ef- 
forts. 

Laft night a boat was difpatched to Barbary 9 
to learn it there were a packet, or any intelli- 
gence from Britain. 

This morning, about three o'clock, the boat 
that was fent to Barbary 9 arrived fafe; flie iotlu 
brought a packet to the General, but not any 
intelligence has tranfpired. The *Patron of the 
1)oat has refufed to anfwer any particular 
queftions. ^ 

Laft night, wind W. arrived the Hyena fri- 
gate, in thirteen days from England. She ex- 14th* 
changed feveral fhot in the Gut with the ene- 
. my's xebecs. Admiral JBarcello, this morning, 
(wind ha^ng fhifted) detached a frigate to 

* "^ the *^ 
* The Mailer, called Patron by the Spaniards.' 
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j 780 the W. where fhe keeps tacking and hovering: 
in the Gut. 

Wind E. This morning, about nine o'clock,. 

20th. the Edgar and Hyena, got under weigh fud- 
denly, and flood to the weftward ; ihz.-Spanifh 
towers immediately fpread the alarm, and Ad- 
miral Barcello, with three fhips of the. Knei hove 
out, but to his no Snail mortification, codlcf 
not weather Cabritta, tmtil our flripping- wei-e 
oiit of fight, as he was obliged to make feve- 
ral tacks in the Bay j owing to the ftiff breeze. 

*This day Don Barcello and his fquadron, re- 
turned to their former anchorage, baffled and 
difappointed by the efcape of our frigates. 

27th. Laft night came in a fchooner from Malaga* 
witli lemons * and oranges : the crew are na- 
tives of Spain 9 but came in here, knowing it 
to be a good market. 

28th* Some time in the courfe of the night (which 
was thick arid hazy) the fchooner flipped out 
unperceived by the enemy. 

30th. Game in a boat from Tetuan, with twelve 
dozen of fowl : they had feveral cocks on 
board, which they were forced to kill, fearing 
thteir crowing might alarm the Spanijh cruizers 
that cover the Bay. 

May r Laft night, about ten o'clock, a fire broke 
out in the enemy's camp, which raged with 
great violence fof upwards of two hours. 

3d. ^ Wind E. This day arrived a convoy from 
the eafhfrard at Aigaziras and Orange Grove 
It has been obfefrved that many carts are em- 
ployed in carrying fhot and fhclls from the 
Pier t6 the Artillery Park, where they are fcal- 
ing- thei* cannon ; their troops appear very 
biiiy, and their motions indicate a fpeedy at- 
tack. Th« 
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The inhabitants, are beginning to ereft flieds 1780 
at the fbuthward near Mount-Pleafant, as a re- May. 
treat whenever the ei>emy open upon us, which 
many are of opinion will be foon. The Span/Jb 
troops are exercifed every day, and frequently 
fire in their camp. 

Came in a boat from Tangier, with lemons, 4th. 
fowl, leather, and Barbary pumps. The great 
demand in this place for inoes, renders leather 
an article of great value. 

This afternoon the Spanijh army were ar- 6th. 
Tanged in two divifions, and about four o'clock 
began a ftam fight, fimilar to an attack upon 
the garrifon. One divifion took poft on the , 
riling ground under the $iueeri% Chair (fup- 
pofed to be the Britiih) while the other divi- 
vifion, in the valley on the common, endea. 
voured to diflodge them, and take poffeffion 
of their intrenchments : the fire was well fup- 
ported on both fides for three houi^, when the 
Britifh forces were entirely routed ;— they 
had feveral field pieces, and fome cannon with 
them. I affure you, that the fight afforded 
great entertainment, and the army difplayed 
fome merit in their performance : they have 
been practifing feveral days. It is evident they 
mean to familiarize their troops to the nature 
of an attack, fo that they may be more expert 
when they make a regular afiault. 

This day a cartel from Spain, brought over 7th. 
between forty and fifty Britiih prifoners of 
war : they confidently affert, that fourteen fail 
of the line, feveral frigates, and a number of 
tranfports with troops, were hourly expected 
to fail from Cadiz, but their deftination was a 
matter of uncertaintv. - 

Laft . 
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!78o Laft night, four deferters endeavoured to 

May 8. feach the garrifon, only one efcaped fafe; 
three were either taken or fliot by the Spanijh 
horfe patroles: — he is one of the Walloons, and 
fays, that the Spanijh General has received ad- 
vice from Madrid, to fire whenever he thinks 
„ proper ; two large mortars are mounted in 
their lines, with an incredible number of can- 
non. From this intelligence, we may conclude 
that a bombardment will fhortly take place. 

This day a foldier was executed in the gar- 
rifon for theft. He died with great contrition 
and penitence, feemingly fenfiWe of his fitua- 
tion and wickednefs. 
9th. This day the Spaniards executed two men ; 
we fuppofe them to be thofe whom they took 
On the night of the 7th inftant. 

i,ith. This day came in a deferter from Spain > he 
is the firft native who has deferted to us. He 
lays that the duty in the Spanijh camp is incef* 
fant and fatiguing, and that cannon and mor- 
tars are mounted for the purpofe of opening 
a fire upon us immediately. 

1 2th. Laft night came in a boat from Tangier, with, 
fowls, pidgeons, and- leather. The enemy 
chafed her under the guns. 

15th. This day a Swedijh Ihip having approached 
Europa, we fired a (hot, and obliged her to- 
come in ; but to our great difappointmenty 
found her cargo to confift of fait only. 

This morning the Sweed failed from hence 
to the weft, but the Spanijh cruizers afterwards 
*.• took her into Algaziras for examination. 

A Spanijh xebec arrived at Algaziras from 
the eaftward, toWing two large gun boats. 

This 
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This morning two boats arrived from Tan- 1780 
per,, with fowls and lemons : they bring ad- May. 
vice, that the Fly packet-boat was, on the night 1 8tl>. 
of the 17 th inft. cut out of the Port by the 
Spaniards. It appears from this circumftance, 
that the Moors are inclined to favour the Spa- 
nijh caufe, or otherwife they would not have , 
fuffered an ad of this nature to be committed 
under the walls of their town. 

Arrived this day from the Weft, a fchooner 2 2d. 
laden with leather, butter and oil. Nothing 
extraordinary in the enemy's camp. Our 
garrifon are beginning to be very fickly ; the 
fmall pox rages with great violence, and car- 
ries off 1 8 or 20 per week, but moftly children. 
The enemy are very bufy at Algaziras ; a great 
many boats are every day employed from the 
Orange Grove, to that place, but we cannot ob- 
ferve any thing particular they are doing. 
We fuppofe they are conveying ordnance ftores 
forthefiege, 

/ am your's, &c. 



LETTER IX. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THE cannonade is continued on the £ne- June 1 
my : — they are conftantly bringing down 
ftores and ammunition to their lines, and 
make great progrefs in their approaches. ,r fis 
fomewhat ftrange, notwithftanding the flatigh- 

ter 
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1780 terour fhot and (hells occafions among thcm r 

June, that they are not difpofed to retaliate. 

WindfW. arrived a fettee from Tangier with 
11 bullocks, i3flieep, 24 dozen fowls, and a 
quantity of leather, eggs, and lemons. Sh6 
got in unobferved by the enemy ; the wind 
being frefli, forced the Sfanijh cruizers Into 
Algaziras. 

4th. Came in two boats with a few fowl from 

Tetuan. 

5th. Laft night a *>ldier deferted from the Mole- 

head gpaid. He had not been long ported 
fentinel, when he left his firelock and clothes 
in the box, and took his paflage (naked) in the 
water. 

6th. Came in a boat with fifteen fheep from Tan- 

gier. The Patron relates, that an Engliih brig 
arrived in that Port, in eighteen days from 
Port/mouth j laden with butter, porter, and 
flour, and that the Spanijh cruizers were watch- 
ing her clofely. 

7th. About one this morning, wind N. W. a fhip 

was difcovered (landing for the New Mole ; the 
Enterprise hailed her ; when file anfwered, 
A provifion Jhip from England ; the frigate hailed 
again, and fufpe&ing that ihe was not a friend, 
immediately hoifted the fignal of an enemy's 
approach ; foon after feveral more appeared 
keeping the fame courfe. The Enterprise dis- 
charged a fliot at the firft, and the enemy find- 
ing they were difcovered, took to their boats, 
and fet them on fire, one after another, bgipg 
nine in number. The garrifbn drums beat to 
arms, and the foldiery immediately repaired to,, 
' their ftations. A briik fire from the batteries '~ 

and 
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and flapping commenced on the Spanijh boats, 1780 
by which they muft have fuffered confiderably. June 7* 
The terrified inhabitants kept weeping with 
the moft bitter and inexpremble anguiffi, ex. 
peeling every minute a bombardment from 
the land fide. 

The 5r/V//^feamen difplayed great firmnefe ; 

and valour in repelling thefe diftru&ive vififc* '[ 

ants. Every boat was inftantly manned, and J 

\vith daring refolution they fleered to thefe 
flaming devourers grappling to their burning 
fides. — Amidft the moft imminent danger and 
fcorching heat, they towed them out of the 
direction of the New Mole, where twenty fail of 
Slipping lay at anchor — three drove to the & 
eaftward. ■ * 

Admiral Bar cello, with his fquadron, was 
under fail, flattering himfelf, that if our fliip- 
mg were not burnt, they would cut their ca- 
bles and pufli to fea ; but his ftratagems \bet& 
fruftrated, and this morning he returned to 
his old ftation, to ftudy more mifchief. 

Some time in the night came in a boat from 
Tangier, with fowls and leather. It was for- 
tunate fbe was not fired at from the garrifon, 
as flie might reafonably have been fufpe&ed for 
a Spaniard. 

This morning came in a privateer and a 8th. 
large fettee from Portugal, with fheep, wine, 
oil, and lemons. This muft be an additional 
mortification to Don Barcello, notwithstanding 
the vigilance of his numerous cruizers to <Ji£ 
trefs us, that we aire fo feafonably fupplied \m 
£ur friends. " 

Arrived with a fine breeze at W. two boats loth, 
from Bar5ary-T-ihey brought 48 fheep:- an<£ \ 

D , fcf 
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obferve ^ny adctUional work this morning, fo 1780 
that we conclude they were naiiing down plat- June* 
forms in their batteries. We continue i^ur 
working parties on the fortifications, whjch 
are in extreme good condition to annoy them. 

Wind E. Came in a Tartan from Minorca, 43d. 
with leather, wine, and charcoal. A feafon- 
able fupply— flioes being much wanted (which 
are fold at 20 and 22 rials per pair) charcoal is 
alfo a great acquifition, as firing is become a 
very .fcarce article ; the wrecks of the fireftiips 
deftroyed on the 7th inftant^ being almoft ex- 
haufted, we fliall find ourfelyes greatly ne? 
ceffitated in a fliort time for a fufficiency for 
cooking. A Portuguefe fiflierman, who had 
pulled a fib from one of the wrecks,* on the 
morning qf their deftruction, ?ind towed it to 
fliore with his boat, received nine dollars for> 
the fmall purchafe. The wine alfo is very ap? 
ceptable. 

This forenoon a Spanifh 70 gun fliip from 24th. 
the Eaft, having; a Britifli cnfign on her fqre- 
top-maft-head, and a yellow flag over it, as $ 
fignal of defiance, ftretched in qlofe towards 
Rofia Bay, accompanied with two frigates and 
a xebec, and opened their fire upon the Pan-; 
ther and Enterprize : our {hipping and bat- 
teries gave them a well direfted return, the 
70 gun fhip received feyeral fliot, the xebec 
had one of her fails damaged, and her boom 
carried away ; three of the enemy's fliot came 
on fliore ; one fell at Europa, one at the fievil's 
Bowling Green, and one at the New Mole.-*-* 
Fifteen men were \younded on board the En* 
terprize frigate, by fome powder taking fire 
during the aftion, nine wgre font to the Naval 
D ? Hofpital, 
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f]%o Hofpital, .the 6$hers retnairted in the fliip, not 

Jtme being in z dangerous way. 

27 th. This morning at two o'clock*- (its&eing a 
tlead calm) the enemy began toa upon 
the garfifon, and the fliippit% * n $$/kt Bay. 

* . *— It is fipnjeftured they were g&poiks or 
floating-batteries, for it being vjSj^daljc, it 
* "was impoffible to perceive their fortify Several 
fhot, (26R).* weight) came on {h@r£ tfgtSouth- 
bn'r tacks, but happily did no datft&g^ The 
Slipping and garrifon kept tip a brii&iire, the 
picquets of the feveral regiments \*ere under 
arms, a**d the women and children r^Jj&fed, on 
hearing a general difcharge of cannon. 'It is not 
improbable that this is a ftratagem of Admiral 
Batcello's, to hirrafs and fatigue us with repeat- 
ed firings and alarms from the Bay, and then 
givVthedecifive ftroke ; but they have Britons 
to encounter. The more we feel our enemy, 
the more ardent are our defires to engage 
Sliem* 
^9tli. Wind W. Arrived a boat, with fundry 

finall articles, from Tangier* 
30th, This day, our Town-Majot (Captain Burkt \ 
58th Regiment,) went out at Bay-fide and re- 
ceived a # parley from the enemk, Not the 
leaft intelligence has tranfpired. The fituation 
^ of the enemy's works and approaches, indicate 

a bombardment, ^nd fome imagine that arti- 
cles of capitulation have been fent in for nego- 
tiation. ' 

The enemy have for feveral days been carry- 

' ing 

* An Officer advancing with a dnmirner beating, for 
the purpofe of 'conveying or receiving conditions, during 
which ti/ne the firing on each fide ceales. 
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ing flores. in covered, waggons to their lines : 1780 
they keep ftrengthening and advancing their June* 
approaches ; their horfe and infantry are ex- 
ercifing daily, and a great many men employed 
in and about their Artillery Park, — we can 
plainly perceive they have a great quantity of 
Ihot and fliells piled there.. With fervent 
wiflies for your health and welfare, I remain*. 

Dear Brother y 

Affectionately yours, &c. 



LITTER X 

Gibraltar. 



t 



Dear Frothzrt,. 



OUR cartel; under a flag of truce, proceed- July 2. 
ed half way over the Bay this forenoon, 
and received from the Spanifh cartel 1 00 prison- 
ers of war,- taken in the Admiral Keppel priva- 
teer. They bring information that 42 fail' of. 
French and* Spamjti line of battle fliips r and 
ten bomb-ketches, have actually failed from 
Cadiz for this place, and that 30,000 men are 
within a ffiort march of the cauvp of St. Roquc. 
This makes it evident that Spain is determined' 
ifpoffible, to take Gibraltar, fo that we may 
fhortly expert warm work. Some confutati- 
ons have been held, but the refult is not made, 
public. 

Laft night, wind E. N;E. the Panther, Capt. 3dL. 
Harvey, got under way with a faoaring breeze; 
© 3 fome/ 
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1780 fomc affirm flie is gone to Tangier, for the 

July, prefervation of the fnip, others, that flie has 
failed for England. The report made by the 
prifoners received from Spain yefterday occafi- 
oned her departure. Our force is not very 
formidable, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri- 
gates, St. Firmin floop, the Gibraltar and For- 
tune cutters, only remaining on the ftation. 

An armed boat having come near our fliips 
this forenoon, was fired at feveral times to 
make her flieer off. It is imagined that Don 
Barcello came over in her, to fee what had 
become of the Panther. 

5th. This forenoon, the Spaniards were very 
bufy in camp ; feveral parties, practifing their 
mortars. We kept up a very hot fire laft 
night upon their parties, particularly with 
fmall fliells, which are very deftru&ive. 

8th. Laft night, wind E. four old India fliips 
failed on their paffage to England. They 
came with the fleet under the command of^ 
Admiral Rodney. Our fliipping intend (as the 
nights are now dark) to flip out occafionally. 
This afternoon came in a^deferter from the 
Walloon Guards : He fwam from a battery 
on this fide Port Negro — the enemy fired two 
fhots'at him. He fays, the Spaniards are me- 
ditating a vigorous ftorm aeainft this place, 
and that on 7th of June, when the firefliips 
were fent in, he was an afliftant gunner at 
the lines, where every thing was in readinefs 
to bombard the town, in cafe any of thofe fliips 
had dropped into the New Mole, that the 
matches were lighted, and only waited for the 
word " Fire' 9 

Wind 
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Wind 5 W. came in a packet-boat from Faro, 1780^ 
—She lay eight days in the creeks of the Bar- July 
bary fhore, before flie could find an opportu- loth* 
nity of getting in. — The Portuguefe Captain 
fays, it was currently reported, that the Britijh 
fleet had defeated the French, on their paffage 
to join the Spaniards at Cadiz.. How far this is 
true, time will inform us.. 

The prifoneus of war brought in here the- 
sd inftant, affert, that feveral more firefliips 
are preparing at Algaziras and the rivers. 
The naval Commander on this intelligence, re- 
moved all veftels from New Mole into the Bay# 

Wind W. Arrived a boat from Tangier ', nth. 
with fowls. From the account flie brings, we 
may expect no further intercaurfe with Bar* 
bary : The Patron fays, two of our garrifort 
boats, were chafed on fhore by the Spaniardx T 
and captured in that port- The Emperor of 
Morocco, ftill winks at the hostilities committed 
by them, and even countenances their depre- 
dations, by permitting the Spanifo boats to- 
feize our veflels coming into Tangier ; feveral 
have been taken under the walls of that place. 

Several Spanifh frigates and xebecs keep 
cruizing in the Gut, and to the eaflward of 
the Rock. Barcello manifefts* great alertnefs* 

Between one and two o'clock this mors- ijiiK. 
mg, the Spani/h gun-boats began an attack 
upon GUI' {hipping: The fire was returned 
by us, but it is imagined without any effeft* 
they being imperceptible to the eye, the fiafli 
of their guns being the only bSject we had to 
direct us : Several of the enemy's fhot came 
on ihore, and a gun wasdifmountedon board 
the Enterprise frigates 

GARRISON 
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J780. 
July GARRISON ORDERS- 

Whenever there is any firing from the garrifon 
or the enemy 1 or any appearance of the enemy* * 
Jhips, row boats, or armed veffels approaching, the 
Commijfioned Officers commanding guards, are to re* 
port to the Governor what they obferve, and men- 
tion whether all is well on the guard. 

19th. About two this morning, little wind, the 
enemy's gun-boats again attacked the Slipping 
and garrifon, without doing any particular da* 
mage, except roufing the wearied foldieryv 
and timid inhabitants from their nightly 
ilumbers. 

This day a foldier deferted from Upper 
Forbes's, where he was at work. He got 
down, by a fcaling ladder, and was not difco- 
vered until he waa feen running acrofs the 
fands, too late to fire at him with any effe^L 
It is not improbable but we fliall be more fre- 
quently troubled with the gun-boats, as there 
is not the leaft doubt but tie will inform the 
enemy how far their fliot reaches. 

a$d. Wind W. Arrived a Spanijh fliip of the line 
at Jlgaziras-~ and alfo came in here a fmall 
boat from Faro, with lemons and onions. 

24th. This day our cartel received from Spain five 
Britifli prifoners of war, who were fick when 
the laft cartel arrived. 

31ft; Wind E. Laft night four empty tranfports 
failed from hence on their paflage to England : 
It is imagined the enemy did not perceive 

them. 
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t:hem. About noon a veffel arrived from Mi* 1780 
norcay with wine, leather, and onions ; ihe July, 
narrowly efcaped being taken behind the 
Kock — A half galley that came out to intercept 
her, was fired at by our batteries and Clipping* 
"which made her fheer off. 

Tour's, tsfc. 



LETTER XI. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

4 flTIND Weft. This morning betweeh ten Aug. 3 

** and eleven o'clock, feveral guns were 
diftinclly heard in the Girt } foon after, we 
difcovered the Sfanijh cruizers chafing a fmall 
fettee, which fto6d for the Bay, but before Ihe 
could get under the cover of our guns, was 
obliged to ftrike. It is jifferted that Ihe was 
detached from Faro with the mail, the lofs of 
which will be regretted by thofe perfons who 
have been long without hearing from their 
friends. 

Several veffels arrived from the weftward at 5th. 
Algaziras, fuppofed to be laden v^th ordnance 
and military ftores. 

We have kept almoft a conftant fire upon 12th. 
the enemy this week paft, but cannot make 
them defift from their 4abours, which they di- 
ligently attend to. 

Wind 
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1780 Wind: W. Early this morning, the Spanijk 

Aug, gallies and guii-boats failed from AJgaziras — a. 
fmall brig appeared {landing for this place ; the 
enemy began a fire upon her, both of round 
apd grape feot, which fee run through, till fee 
got nearly within the cover of the jguns at 
Europa, when it fell a dead calxn, and to our 
great mortification, fee was boarded and tow- 
ed off by the enemy, nor could we afford her 
any afliftance* This veffel is known to be the 
Dolphin, with fupplies from Lijbon^ 

j 6th. This day our cartel received the crews of 
four veflek taken on their paffage hither, viz- 
Dolphin, Captain Grant, from Li/ban ; Sally and 
Rachael, Captain Hays, from London ; Polly r 
Captain Cojfin, from ditto ; and Betfey, Captain 
Wilfon, from ditto. The three latter were taken 
in and about Tangier-Bay, within mufquet feot 
of the town. 

z6th* Laft night the enemy threw up a great quan- 
tity of fand upon their works, to prevent the^ 
penetration of our feot ; their approaches are 
forwarded with an aftonifein^ afliduity \ we 
can plainly perceive that they nave received a 
reinforcement of troops. From the progrefs 
of their operations, it is imagined, by thofe- 
experienced in war, that a feort period will- 
open the grand and long expected difplay, 
wherein Britons are to become refolute per- 
formers. If intrepidity can withftand fuch a. 
numerous band of befiegers, we have every 
hope of being victorious. 

Our Covernor has made great additions 
to our fortifications ; — feveral new batteries 
have been erefted upon the hill, and others 
planned out* Should the enemy not open 

till 
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till thefe are compleated, we fhall fing to the 1780 
Dons, the old fong of Defiance, and laugh at 
their approaches. 

/ am* 

Dear Brother j 

Sincerely your's. 



LETTER XII. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THIS day feveral large Spanijh fettees ar- Sept. 3 
rived from the eaftward, with timber 
and fafcines, they anchored off the pier at the 
Orange Grove. It is conjectured they have 
other works in contemplation. Part of their 
cargo was landed this afternoon. 

Laft night two foldiers deferted from Mid- 9th. 
die-bill Guard ; they got down the back of the 
Rock, which is a dreadful precipice, and fuf- 
ficient to deter the mcft hardened. 

The enemy keeps our port blockaded much 
clofer than ever ; about ten of their armed 
cruizers are conftantly under Cabritta, fome at 
Tarifa, about eight near Tangier, three or 
four at Tetuan, fome at Cueta> and feveral at 
the Gut's mouth, fo that it is almoft impoffi- 
ble for any veffel to efcape : The gun-boats 
and gallies form a chain every night from Ca- 
britta to Europa Point j and in the morning re- 
turn to their anchorage. 

On 
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.1780 On the land fide the* enemy are quiet, veryr 
Sept. few working parties employed, their works 
appear to be complete. We have not received, 
an ox from Barbary fince June 12 th, and eve- 
ry fpecies of provifioa is now at a moll extra- 
* vagant rate. The finall quantity of poultry 
in- the garrifoa, fells high ; a turkey ccck^ 
was fold a few days ago for three guineas and 
a half ; agbofe one pound t£n fliillings ; ducks, 
a guinea a couple; a hen twelve {hillings; eggs, 
eight pence each $ powder fugar two {hillings* 
the pound ; foap one {Billing and four-pence 
ditto, charcoal half-a-guinea for 25 lb weight, 
oil two {hillings the pint; pork two {hillings 
and fix-pence die pound ; fifh at the rate of 
cighteen-pence ditto \ fire-wood* five {hillings 
2nd fix-pence per hundred weight ; tallow 
candles two {hillings and fix-pence per pound ;- 
onions eight-pence ditto; and all other articles, 
proportionally dear x and fcaccely to be pur- 
chafed. 

From this {ketch you may form an idea of 
our prefent fituation, and the confequencesr 
that are to follow, if fome fupplies do not ar- 
rive" from England; — Arrived a: xebec from 
the weftward at Algaziras*. 

I4tfu Arrived laft night, a fmall fettee from Mi* 
norca with wine, oil, &j?ar, honey, onions, tur- 
keys, and other necefiaries, which are fold at 
enormous prices^ many things almoft for their 
weight in filver; 

1 6th. This day a company of markfmen were 
formed out of the feveral regiments ; they 
are to prattice twice a day, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Burleigh, of the 39th re* 
gknent. 

Gur 
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Our cartel tibis day received a Midfliipman 1780 
from Spain, a priibner of war. * It is confi- Sept. 
Gently afferted, that the combined fleet have 23d. 
taken off the Madeiras, fifty or fixty fail of 
wir outward-bound Weft-Indiamen, and fome 
Eajl-India fhips, many of them already arrived 
at Cadiz ; if the account is true, the lofs will 
be fenfibly felt by Britain— The enemy are bu- 
fily employed* in raifing the * merlons of all 
their batteries at the lines, with fafcines and 
fand bags, and work openly upon their f glacis. 
We do not fire upon them now, as we are for- 
warding forte additional fortifications, and 
probably they mijglit return the fire as they 
are prepared fbrlthe attack, which would 
greatly annoy us hi 6ur labours. 

Laft night, windE. failed the Sally and Betfey, 25th. 
and another fliip f ot England ; we think they 
are both difcovered^as die enemy threw feve- 
ral rockets from their watch-towers.. . 

Laft night* (ailed the flaps HandeJier and 26th. 
Nancy, with feveral women and children on 
board, bound for England. A cruisser under 
the Barbary (hare, fired an alarm gun, and 
this moniing we difcovered two xebecs had 
jpufhed to the weftward. 

\_Bifctdt will be delivered fa the regiments in Iktt 27th. 
ef foft bread, from Monday next, the 2d qf Octo- 
ber, until further orders. 1 

This afternoon a reinforcement of three 28 th. 
large Spanijh xebecs from the eaftward, arrived 
at ji/gaziras. Came in a deferter from the 

Walloon 

* A part of fortification between two port-holes, 
f A floping bank. 
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17S0; Walloon guards ; he was dreffcd like a farmer, 

Sept. fays that he, was a ferjeant in the Spanijh fer- 
vice : he is a German, (peaks Englijh and Frentf* 
pretty well } feems to be an intelligent man. 
Hie manner of his coming to the garrifon oc- 
casions a fufpicion ©f his being a^py > the go* 
vernor has ordered him ta be rationed '/at 
WindmHl-hiii, and not to hive the privilege of 
walking the Greets; ,as the other defertefS 
have. -■:. - • *: •> j. 1 iv! '/ k ;, : .' r 

29th. This day in a^biition^b Sptmifb frigate came 
to an anchor at Algazir& iropa the Weft. 

30th. Wind W. The dndmy> tMA >day brought into 

jflgazirarthe {hip Sally zxidfietfeyi with her en- 

fign reverfecL ' She failed ironi here the 25 th. 

inftant. It is not improbable tut the other 

. three ihijps have fhare# the'fanie fate* .\ . . \ i 

Oft. 1. Th& : Spaniards, availing- thpnfelves of the 
darlaiefs of .the night, erescled.a brcaft-work 
on the ifthmus, between Landport Gardens aid 
the Round Tower, about 60 feet; in length, be- 
ing within 8 go yards of our lines ; and about 
three o^lfcck thfts morning they fetfire to our 
huts in the -Gardens, and came undifedvered 
as far as Bay-Jide and Lower-Forbes' s Guard- 
houfes, where they hung feverai bundles of 
combuftibles on the palifades to burn them 
dewn, together with machines, conftrudfced 
with twelve tubes, charged with a ball car- 
tridge ; to each of wljich a fuze led, intended 
thereby to kill the guards in endeavouring to 
free them froni f 43ie gates \ the fuze did not 
burn to the powder, and the machines were 
brought in to our laboratory. The fentinels 
pofted there did not obferve them, owing to 
the darkneft pf the night, and the roaring of 

the 
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the feaand wind; but as foon as the flames 1780 
appeared, the guards gave tfi&nia) finart fire Oct** 
of mufquetry, which obliged them to retreat. 
Previous toVthe aflair, the enemy threw a 
rocket at Algaziras^ which -was anfwwed at 
their lines, when, in an mfiant, the blaze 
fpread over every part of the Gardens. ' They 
had lain a train from our gates to the feveral 
huts in the Gardens, which 'fpbn confumed. 
them: fortunately no material damage was 
done to our gates, nor any peyfpri h*itt on our 
fide.- *"■ - '. - V: - " • '* -* '■*' 

This day the enemy brought in, with their sci 
•enfigns reverfed, the Handeli$r, and Nancy , that 
failed the 26th of September. Count fi'Ef- 
taing (we fuppbfe) with feveral general officers 
from the camp, came dowq to 4 the lines this 
forenoon. He Was faluted at. Fort-Negro with 
15 gufis or* his '.return to tjxe cainp,, from 
whence he . proceeded, accompanied with a 
great many boats, to Algatirat^ where -the 
Slipping faluted him. The deferter who came 
in on the 29th laft month reports, that the 
Count was expected in the Spantfb camp when 
he left it, and added, that fever.al French regi- 
ments were preparing to reinforce the-Spani/h 
army next fpring^hough they flattered them- 
felves at St. Roque^ that the garriion w^ould be 
in their hands much foonei*. 

Laft night we fired at the enemy's bread- 3d. 
work, an incredible number of fmall dells, 
and feveral carcaffes, but we .do not perceive 
apy particular damage done. 

GARRISON 
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q^ 8 ? GARRISON ORDERS. 

If the enemy approach towards any of the pqfts, 
and at all times where there is any firings or any 
thing extraordinary happens in the nighty reports 
are immediately to befent to the Governor , and the 
Field Officer of the day, and notice given to the ad* 
jacent pojls. In cafe of a fudden attack, upon any 
of the poflsj the Officer commanding there 9 will 
makefuch a difpofition for the defence of his pofl, 
as the nature of the attack may feem to him to re* 
quire. 

4th. About eleven o'clock laft night, there was 
a great deal of firing at the ehtrance of the 
Bay; and this morning we perceived the ene- 
my in poffeffion of a cutter, with a Spanijh 
enfign above the Englifh. 

6th. Our cartel went out this day for prifoners 

of war, but they only received the women, 
children, and invalids — the feamen were de- 
tained. What the Spaniards mean by this, is 
not known : if they mean to ftarve us into a 
furrender, they fliould fend every man they 
take prifoner ; for the more we have to main- 
tain, the fooner will our provifions be con- 
fumed. 

7tb. This day the Town-Major went out on the 

ifthmus with a parley ; the fentinel at the ad- 
vanced work, at firft oppofed his pafiing* but 
after fome deliberation, accompanied him as 
t far as the Round Tower, where an officer came 
to receive the letter, but looked very fallen, 
not being pleafed with having their works ex- - 
amined. It feems they have good covering 
for their men there. 

Laft 
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. Laftiught: tie enemy raifed the . merlons of *y 8 o 
.tliejrjJatterW^t^.the lines, about two feet Oct. 
JwgKe'r. . ,-,....,.;•. , 

•...,:_ A GARRISON ORDERS. 

, The men to receive to-morrow y two pound of fait 8 th. 
ffoi'oiie ditto of pork, and half .a pound of beef.* 

Wind E.. This morning early, a fmafl fettee nth. 
arrived with fupplies from Minorca, and the 
patron Having intimated that two others were 
fiahding for the Rock, our boats went out 
with an intention to affift them, but no fuch 
tveffeis appeared; however a Dqnijh dogger, 
in company with a T)utch conVoy, having come 
pretty near Europa Advance, which ihe could 
not fee on account t of a thick fog ; our bo^ts 
boarded and brought her in. She proves to 
he from Malaga, bound to Copenhagan, laden 
with lemons, oranges, raifins, &c. which arti- 
cles being deemed very wholefome for the 
troops, especially the fick, the Governor or- 
dered her cargo to be landed. An attempt 
.wjis alfo made by our boats upon a Dutch fhip, 
but on account of the fire from thp frigate of 
the convoy, was compelled to defift. 
t ,JL,aft night a foldier attempting to dpfert to i^th. 
the enemy, from Middle-hill Guard, fell from 
.the heights, jtnd was dafhed to pieces at the 
foot of the Rock. One would imagine it to 
be madnefs in a perfon to endeavour to efcape 
that way, as the precipices of the Rock are fo 
fteep, that the very idea to a rational man, , 
would deter him from fuch a proceeding. 

E Two 

* A great part of which is quite rotten, particularly 
the fait fiik 
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1780 Two of the enemy's gun-boats have for thefe 
Oct. feveral mornings appeared off the Old Mole- 
1 6th. Head (at long-gun-fhot diftance) and row- 
gently along in a line oppofite the King's- 
Bo/lion, as if they were founding : they pre- 
vent our fifhihg boats from going to their 
ufual pofts. Yefterday and this day, a large 
body of the enemy were bufily employed in 
levelling a piece of ground on the eaft fide of 
the firft guard-houfe near Fort Phillippe. Our 
engineers are of opinion they are going to 
erect a battery there. 

1 8th. The enemy's gun-boats, yefterday and this 
day, fired on our fifhing-boats, and obliged 
them to come in. It is evident their intention 
is to prevent the fupply of fifh, as well a^ meat. 
The ordnance mounted in thefe boats, dis- 
charge fliot 261b. weight, and are of great 
annoyance. They are able to attack a fhip of 
force in a calm. 

1 9th. Wind E. Came in a fmall veffel from Mahon y 
with variety of articles. The gun-boats fired 
feveral (hot at the St. Fermin floop, which flie 
returned, but the enemy did not do any da- 
mage to her or the garrifon. 

We have thefe feveral nights, at intervals, 
difcharged # light balls on the ifthmus, todifco- 
ver if the enemy's parties were working, which 
the Spanijh foldiers often extinguifh by cover- 
ing them with fand. 

GARRISON 



* Some caft in lead, and fome made of flrong paper, 
filled with a compofition, which while it burns, gives a 
fufficient Jight to obierve the enemy's motions. 
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GARRISON ORDERS. 1780 

Iflues of provi/ionfor the next month, commencing Oft 1 9 
ay! of October, and ending 19/A Nov. 1780. 

MEN PER WEEK. 

Beef, one pound ; pork, one ditto ; peafe, one pint; 
oatmeal, one ditto ; butter, two ounces and half; 
* wheat, one pint and half; flour yqths of a pound; m 
raifins, half a pound; kidney beans, one pint ; vi- 
negar, quarter of a pint, in lieu of three pints of 
peafe, andfeven ounces butter. 

Wind S. E. This morning arrived and an- 2 i&. 
chored under Europa Advance^ not being able 
to get round the Point, a fmall boat with wine 
and other neceffaries from Algiers. The Spa- 
nijh General fent in a parley this forenoon, 
wherein it is fignified that he will not any 
longer communicate by land, and appointing 
Flags of Truce to meet in the Bay, whenever 
neceffary. 

This morning the weather being more calm, 2 zd» 
our boats brought round the fettee that an- 
chored under the Advance yefterday. About 
four this afternoon, three of the enemy's gun- 
boats faluted the Enterprize, with their 26 
pounders, which (he returned : — the battery 
at the Mole and South Bajlion fired feveral 
E 2 rounds 

* The provilion is getting very unfit for ufe, and the 
%heat delivered to the troops is of no fervice, as the in- 
iide is defrayed by infe&s, and only the integument re- 
maining 
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1 786 rotmds at them, which made them take a hafly 
Oct. farewell. Several' of their 4hqt< came on fhore. 
27 th. This morning we perceived that the enemy 
"had extended their advance, work (now term- 
ed the Tower Battery J fever al,y2rcb. Mfre fired 
taanyfhells, but without fuccefs, as mbft^cif 
them fell wide X)f the work ; the Spanijh fol- 
ders encouraged by this, came out and exhi- 
bited tokens of defiance, but a round of ;well- 
tfire&ed grape fhot from .^'////s, foon njade 
them forget their paftkne. They are ftill emc 
ployed On the work adjfcceht to St, Pbillipp^ 
and hUVe bfegun to make a battqiy at Cabrlttq 
Point, either to prote& their cruisers which 
anchor there, or to annoy our flapping palling 
bv. **r _ 

3 1 ft. We continue to keep up a ffre upon the ene- 
my on the ifthmus, which has greatly pre- 
vented their carrying on their works ; they 
«have not liialde bny addition rfince the 26th. 
I.aft night two foldiers that were fentihels at 
Upper Fofbes\ gotxtorwii fey means of a rope, 
and defeated. The intelligence they may con- 
vey to the enemy, will be far from/agreeable 
to their wifhes : to hear that the Srifijh troops 
are in high fpirits ; that our batteries are in 
excellent Order^ and well fumifiied with ar r 
tillery, will have a greater tendency^ to difcoij- 
ragement than martial animation. 

The difficulties ftill to be encountered, and 
the impending danger which hang oyer our 
heads, feem to make no other impreflion on 
the foldiery, than to ftimulate them to labo- 
rious exertions, and to make them look for- 
ward to that fame and glory which is to be 
acquired. / remain yours, &c. : 

LETTER 
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* LETTER X-IHv 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Buoijher^ 

OURj fifeuation ftill remains the femd; the 1780 
4 enemy working* and wie* firing : Admiral Nov. 1 
Bareelloy with an unexampled ftriclnefs, con^ 
tinucs to guard the/entrance of the Bay ; even 
neutrals ar^not allowed. to< pafs without exa- 
initiation. A fijow who kept company, with 
% Freneh convoy which* paffed* to- the eaftwardj 
and made a fuddfen pufli for Europa, was taken 
to the fouthward of the Point, and carried 
into Ceuta. This day we fired feyeral well* 
dire&edflieUs * into- the Tower Battery % where- 
We heard men at work. 

Laft night two fbldiers dfeferted, from .the- 2d. 
garrifon; they got down, by a rope^ at Zoca 
battery* flripped, and todktQj the water. The 
enemy worked- vqry hard: till near twelve 
o'clock, when they were forced to leave off on^ 
account of our fire. 

GARRISON ORDERS- 

735^ regtfaettts te kt ' ferved i&ith fofi bread on 
Msnday next* 

Laft mgtto, between (even and >eight o'clock, Stfu 
the enemy's cruisers fired at a yeficl, Handing 
for the Bay, wkh the wind at weft ; the fira 
was returned by he», and foon after we heard 
an explofton of powder* fo that we conclude* 
fcither the vejSel or^a, Spanifb cruizerblew up* 
£ 3i The 
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1780 The enemy labour much at their advanced 

Nov, works, and notwithftanding thefe moonJight 
nights, and our frequent fire, they have ex- 
tended their approaches towards the weftern 
ihore. One of the bodies of the two foldiers 
that deferted the 2d inft&nt, was found float* 
ing under the line-wall ; another corpfe was 
feen taken up on the ftrand, near Fort St, 
PbUUppe. 

loth, Laft night arrived a fettee, with wine and 
fundry articles from Faro. The Governor 
does not permit any of the people that come 
to the garrifon, either from Eaft or Weft, to 
land, until the Produft-mafter has given them 
inftruftions with reiped to the intelligence 
they may bring. 

nth. We kept up a heavy cannonade from all 
the batteries that could bear upon the ifthmus 
and lines, till after mi4pight. It is reported 
that feveral carts and working-parties were 
advancing, but it would be an impofftbility for 
the enemy to execute any buiUiefs under fo 
brifk a fire, 

1 2th, Wind N. W. This morning early, we difr 
. covered a fmall fail under the Barbary fliore— . 
three of the enemy's gun-boats fet out from 
Cabritta Point, and as foon as they came near 
enough began to fire upon her, which {he re- 
turned faintly, but kept (landing her courfe ; 
the boats afraid to board her, two xebecs 
ftretched down upon her, and fired a broad- 
fide or two without doing any execution : the 
boats continued their fire until fhe got under 
the garrifon guns, when our batteries at Europa 
*nd Buena-Vt/ia, played fo brifkly* that they 
found it prijdent to chace her no longer. Shq 

proves 
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proves to be the Young Sabine, Captain M'Clorg, 1780* 
from London, in 1 8 days, with flour and other Nov. 
neceffary articles, burthen 200 tons, and ten 
men. She was greatly damaged, and her fails 
almoft torn to pieces, having received 29 fhot 
which ftruck her in different parts during the 
a&ion: — She had only one man flightly 
wounded. 

This morning a Minorca fettee arrived with- 
out any interruption, from among feveral Spa- 
nijh cruizers, who took her to be one of their 
own veffels, till they faw her ftand in. 

Laft night came in a fettee from Malaga 14th. 
with fruit only — the Spanijh cruizers convoyed 
her nearly under ©ur guns, by means of a 
bribe, as the Patron relates, but we are rather 
fufpicious of her being fen t in by Bar cello, to 
view our fituation and learn the ftate-ofc the 
garrifon* 

This morning a Tartan, a little to the eaft- 
ward of the Rock, made a fignal for afliftance, 
but on account of the current, our boats could 
not weather round: file got almoft under 
Europa guns, where fhe was boarded by a Spa* 
nijh lugger's boat, but the crew made* their 
efcape in their own boat, and came in : flie 
was from Minorca with fupplies. The enemy 
are working day and night, and we keep firing 
as brifkly. 

. Sale Prices of PtoviJion r arrived here with 
Captain M'Clorg : 

Flour, per barrel - * £+$ 12 o 
Cork butter, per pound -02 9 
Gloucejter cheefe, ditto -024 
Hams, ditto - - -024 

Facon* 
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17^0 Bacon, ditto per pound, - o 2 4 

Nov* Coals, pe^r chaldron - - 14, 14 ? 

14th. Herrings, per barrel - - 4. o o 

Candles* per po,un4 " v °: * * 4 

Porter, per hogfhead - ,6 ip.. o 

, Rum, per gallon. - -. - o 18 o f 

This is a fpecimen . of the prices a? r they, are 
fold idiots by, au&ion, but the buyers who r<e-, 
ta& them, again make, almost cent, pqr. ce r nt, 
Ybu may. therefore jutfgs How thofe are fitua- 
Ud who are oblige^ to purchafe from t|i^ re- 
tailers. 

About eight this niorning, thetyalagafettce, 
received an order, to leave the harhour^ as tjie 
General ejiterfaim a dpubfcof her friendfbup, 
15th. Laft^ight, between eight ^andiupe, o'clock, 
feveral guns were brifkly fired towards th^ 
entrance, of the bay, and^ continued> firing for 
the fpace of half an liqur ; and this raqrpipg. 
we perceived the enemy in pofleffion of a.brig, 
which we fuppofe to. be an Englijh veffel.frora! 
the weftwarcL 
17th. The enemy's gunrboats, yefterday. evening, 
arranged themfelves in the bay, when on a 
l^giial froin Fort-Negro, they opened their fire^ 
towards the RojSa, the flipping off Ragged-Jia^ 
and Saluting-Battery, which was as freely . re- 
turned by the garrifon and men of war ; moft 
of their ihot came on lhore, but did no con-^ 
liderable damage. This attack greatly facili- 
tated , their operations op t}i$ ifthmus ; for 
while our attention was directed towards their 
gun-boats, th^ enemy by lapd were affiduoufly 
employed in (lengthening their advanced 
works and Towcr^battery^ for at day-break this 

morning 
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morning, we perceived fome thpufands of fand 1 786 
bags pited on their approaches, which willaf- Nbv, 
ford. them the greateu cover from the fire of 
our batteries on the height, This well-planned 
operation gained them a confiderable acquifi* 
tion, aijd will much forward their enfuing la* 
hours. 

Notwithftanding our. heavy fire laft night, 18 th, 
fhe enemy extended their approaches confider- 
ably. They have begun forming a trench 
towards the Centrefione Guard-Houfe on the 
ifthmus, to cover their men paffing to and 
from the Tower-Battery. 

GARRISON- ORDERS, 

Proviftons from the 2otb November to the ijth 
Tkceniber. 

MEN P£R W,£EK, 

Beef s one pound and half; Pork, one ditto ; 
feafe, one pint ; Oatmeal, one ditto ; Wheat, one 
ditto /'Flout*, yAfths pound ; Rnijins 7 half ditto / 
Rice, half pint ; Butter, two ounces . and half ; 
Vinegar, 1 -4th pint. 

cdp Seven pound Bread ferved weekly to officer* 
and men.* 

The enemy, laft night, again faluted us with 19th* 
a liberal discharge of twenty-fix ppujidcrs, di- 

re&ed 

*, Though this allowance of Bread may be confl- 
dere.d as fufficient, yet. it being , cornppfed of ground 
Peale* Oatmeal, and damaged Wheat, without !bein<j 
fifted, a froall quantity will weigh a pound, nox is it 
fatisfying to men who perform conilant laborious 
operation^ 
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1780 reeled at our Clipping — The New-Mole ', South, 
Nov. King's, and Montague's Baftions, and Saluting 
Battery, opened upon them with the greateft 
fury, and continued firing upwards of an hour 
— During the a&ion, a gun unfortunately burft 
upon the King's Baftion, which killed the Bom- 
bardier of the detachment, and wounded ano- 
ther man — The head and thigh of the former 
was tore off — feveral pieces of the gun flew in- 
to the centre of the town, but happily did no 
mifchief. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

20th. No lights to appear towards the Bay, in any 
houfe, barrack, guardhoufe, or other building, af- 
ter /even o'clock at night. 

2 1 ft. The enemy's gun-boats continue their night- 
ly exhibitions — they did not injure us much 
by their fire laft night. This day a foldier was 
miffing, but not from any poll on duty. 

23d. The enemy's gun-boats, laft night, again 
vifited us with their ufual generality ; but moll 
of their fhot fell fliort, fo that the garrifon 
and Ihipping made no return. The enemy, 
it is imagined, misjudged the diftance, not 
feeing any lights on fhore, agreeable to the 
orders of the 20th inft. 

24th. The' enemy continue their regular ap- 
proaches, feveral parties employed in bringing 
down to their lines, fafcines, gabions, empty 
calks, &c. They have begun a paffage to- 
wards the garrifon, and made a fortee be- 
tween the feven and fourteen gun-batteries : 
— We annoy them as much as poflible, with 
our fmall fhells, during their nightly labours, 

for 
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for in the day time they do not carry on any 1780 
viiible work. In fearching after a foldier, Nov. 
who has been miffing fince the 21ft inft. (fup- 
pofed to have deferted) the fkeietons of two 
men were found behind the Rock — A warning 
to the inconfiderate from attempting to de- 
fert. 

The gun-boats attacked us again laft night 25th. 
—the Enterprise returned a few fhot, but the 
garrifon was filent, except towards the ifth- 
mus, where a general difcharge of ordnance 
continued during the night. We fet fire to 
part of their works, but not effectually; the 
enemy, however, extended their approaches 
fome yards. The work on the ftrand, near 
Fort Phillippe, is now completely firiiflied, being 
a battery of 1 2 guns, conftructed for the an- 
noyance of our flapping, between Ragged Staff 
and New Mole* — It appears to be about 1 2 or 
14 feet high, and according to our opinion, 
well executed. 

The enemy's gun-boats generoufly gave us 26th. 
a few rounds ; they fired feveral of their fliot 
into the town, without doing any mifchicf. — 
pne fell into the Produft-Mauer's quarters, be- 
hind King's baftion. Our flupping, yefter- 
day, hauled into New Mole; — many are of 
opinion they have fome intimation of a fpeedy 
attack, and others, that it is to prevent being 
fo much expofed to the enemy's gun-boats. 
The Spanijh approaches were much forwarded 
laft night ; the centinels at the Tower battery 
yefterday, fired feveral mufquet fliot at our 
gardeners, outfide of Landport : they have 
plundered the gardens every night of late, but 
now, in the moft audacious mariner, they ' 

come 
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1780 come forward in the. day time to gather vege- 
Nov. tables — We occafionally fire wall-pi£qes, grape- 
4hot, and fmall fheJls, but they fern fo refohite > 
that all our efforts to make them defift carino* 
intimidate them. Several men have been feen 
to fall at the Tower battery, blut we have BOt 
been fortunate enough to hit any of thofe that 
come forward— the walls of the wells in the. 
gardens afford them excellent ihelter. 

39th, The Danijh dogger that our boats brought 
in on the 1 ith of October failed yefterday for 
5/. Ubes : — the Spanijh cruizgrs picked her up, 
ajid carried her into Atgaziras. The enemy's 
approaches are forwarding with an incredible 
rapidity. General Aharez 9 who commands 
iji the camp, vifits the lines and forts once or 
twice a week— -we know, him by his uniform 
and fuite, on which occafion we never fire 
into the Spanijh lines — this is being politically 
complimentary. 

£pth* This morning came in a Spanijh polacrey 
with fhoes, leather, filk, &c. on board — fee was 
taken to the eaftward by the Anglkana priva T 
teer which is expe&ed hourly. 

Yefterday the remaining Spanijh frigates* 
that were at Algaziras y failed to the weft, ft> 
that the only fhip of force which occupies that 
place is Barcello's xebec. — Two firefliips have 
been brought out of Guadaranque river, and 
anchored at the Orange Grove / feveral more 
are getting ready in the rivers, andfome at 
Algaziras. It is probable that the enemy have^ 
* eceived an account of our fleet being on it* 

?affage, and are preparing^ for their de* 
ru&oxu 

1 remain Tour 9 s y &V* 

LETTER 



VLt 
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LETTER XIV. \ 

Gibraltar. 
Dear. Brother, ' 

AMIDST impending dangers, heavy la- 1780 
botirs, perpetual alarms, conftlnt watch- Dec.*i* 
ings, lively hopes and exudations, I fnatcha 
few moments to devote to your Service. The 
period for the celebration of immortal victo- 
ry or death, hourly awaits us, and the glo- 
ries and pomp df 'bfrttle, in foleinn fteps ap- .-' \ 
proach: -martial honours excite to valour, and 
the cbirfideration of Britain's caufe invigorates 
each bofdm to repidfe the combined arms of 
inrtperious Gaul, and proud Iberia, which glit* 
ter land a&orn the Spdni/h plains.— - 

Although the god of war with afpedt griiiJ, 
Exulting, ftrides around our batt'ring Rock, 
And (laughter, with voracious jaws extendcd» 
Waits with impatience ior the long-wiih'd prey* 

This forenoon fignals were made at the 
Span'ijh watch-towers of an enemy being to the 
eaftward — a 'fliip appeared Handing for the 
rock, chafed by two xebecs ; two gun boats 
puflied out from Algaziras, and foon got near 
her — a fire immediately commenced between 
them, and continued till fhe came under £"z*- 
ropa guris, without doing e^ch other much da- 
mage. She proves to be the Anglicana' kttir 
of marque, of 26 guns, and 80 men, from 
Smyrna laden with filk. A 6nall xebec wis 
carried into Algaziras, with a. Spanijh en,fign 

above 
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1780. above the Engli/h, many are of opinion that ihe 

Dec. was a Minorca veffel bound for this place. 

3d. Yefterday evening we had a violent ftorm of 
hail, rain, lightning and thunder — it did not 
reach the Spanijh camp, or they muft have fuf- 
fered confiderably. Arrived a Sfanijh frigate 
at Algazifas. 

4th. Wind. E. Laft night, with a ftifF breeze, 
the Anglkana failed from hence, on her paflage 
to England.— 'The Governor forwarded an ex- 
prefs by her, and embarked a few worn-out 
foldiers. 

5th. The weather having proved rainy and boif- 
terous thefe three days paft, the enemy have 
not been able to execute- any work on the ifth- 
mus, nor has any of their cruizers made their 
appearance in the Bay. The Governor has 
ordered the pavement of the ftreets to be dug 
upas far. as Southport : one hundred and ten 
inhabitants, (befides the foldiery) are employed 
in this work, viz. fixty Roman Catholics, thirty 
Jews, and twenty Britifh ; the ftones are 
thrown over the line wall. The intention of 
this is, to prevent the havock that would enfue 
from the explofion of the enemy's (hells, when- 
ever they open from their batteries, as the 
weight with which they fall buries them under 
ihe furface of the ground, and when they 
burft, they fcatter whatever is near them for 
feventy or eighty yards around. 

8th. The enemy worked very hard laft night, 
and greatly forwarded their approaches : — 
This morning they fired very brifk on our 
gardeners, who were forced to retire. A fri- 
gate from the weft has anchored at the other 
fide. 

, We 
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We fired this morning by way of experi- 1780 
ment from Old Mole Head, fix ten-inch fliells Dec. 
out of howitzers, one of which penetrated into gth. 
the centre of the Tower battery, which fet k 
on fire, but the Spaniards very foon extin- 
guished it. 

The wind blowing ftrong E. and the fea too 
rough for the gun-boats, three fettees arrived 
from Minorca^ and a brig from Leghorn, with 
wine and other neceflaries. None of the 
Spanijh cruizfcrs attempted to ftir. 

The enemy's covered-way is greatly extend- 
ed, a few nights more will bring it home to 
the Tower battery. The garrifon keep a con- 
ftant cannonade on the Spanijh working parties 
from the heights of Willis's. 

The enemy's covered-way is not yet com- 14th* 
pleated, owing to the rough and rainy wea* 
ther ; they have extended it very near the Eaft 
line of their advanced work. This morning 
five pieces of cannon were laid in the fand be- 
hind the Old Mole. They have an elevation of 
45 degrees, and it is imagined they will fend 
(hot (red hot) into the enemy's encampment 
and Artillery Park. 

Laft night the enemy compleated their cover- 1 5th. 
ed-way : they have brought it clofe home to 
the Eaft angle of the Tower battery — The wea- 
ther having proved calm, the Spanijh cruizers 
again cover the face of the Bay. 

The enemy laft night began another line of i6th« 
approach, extending from the left of the Tower 
battery, towards the Centre-Stone Guard-houfe* 



GARRISON 
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Dec- GARRISON ORDERS. 

T#* iffucs ,ofprovifion for the next month, to be 
the fame as loft, except that only one week's oat r 
meal, at a pint each ration, can be fpared, to leave 
the ufualfupplyfor the hofpitals. 

\ 7th. The enemy extended their approaches fome 
-yards Jtaft night, and we, with our ufyal libera- 
lity of (hot and Ihells, repaid their labours.— 
Several fettees, and polacres arrived from, the 
Eaft tit Algp%tras. fc 

a 1 ft, „ Wind W* "Laft night a firing was hearfi 
from the Offing for near an hour, which proved 
to be tKe Speed-well cutter , with difpatches from 
JEngland, engaging a xebec, which was under 
the neceffity or putting into Ceuta to repair her 
damages ; the Speed-wellgQt fafe into New Mole, 
the intelligence brought by her is at prefent 
Teept fecret. 

23d. Arrived the Hannah privateer, from England, 
>with cheefe, beef, pork, butter, &c. — a very 
good fupply. It muft fenfibly aggravate Ad- 
mirzYBarcello, notwithftandirig the attention 
and alertnefs of his armed boats and cruziers, 
that veffels do frequently drop in here. 

25th. Jhis day the deferter that came in the 28th 
of September was fen t to the Proyofl, he being, 
from indxibitable facts, proved a fpy. Several 
writings were found in his poffeffion, inferibed 
to zSpani/h officer, together with a plan of the 
garrifon fewed up in a coarfe cloth. Among 
other paflages he fays, that, " Between the 
Advance and Dead-man's hole, the ihore is fo 
ijold, that they may bring their fliipping clofe 

to 
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to the Rocks., md fcRid the jnen fron* <o>ff the 1780 
yards ; and, after this i$ clone, to take poffeffion I)ec. 
of the trayeUing pipers of cannon on Wind-mill* 
hill ^ draw them to the South-parade, and can- 
nonade the town." £ apie in laft night, the 
fnow Kitty and P(?//jr from Liverpool, with but- 
ter, flour, cheefjp, and potatoes ; the latter fells 
at fix rails per pound. Deferted a foldier in 
thpnjght* 

This day two Moorijh veffels were carried 29th. 
into Algazimt ; it is canje&ured they were 
deftined for this place. 

This forenoon a fettee belonging to the ene- 30th. 
my was becalmed off Europa, and our boats 
went out %pd boarded her — the crew efcaped. 
— nShe had two pigs and fome empty ^(ks cm 
board. It is fome time fince we had the Satis- 
faction to fcjoift the Engli/lj colours over the 
Spanifh* 

This morning a Tartan, laden with brandy 31ft. 
and fugar, came in from Minorca. She brings 
no particular intelligence. Laft night a ferjeant 
deferted from the baek of the Rock. No rea- 
fon car} be afligned for his committing this dis- 
graceful aft. 

The enemy keep attentively at work, and 
forward thpir approaches and cpvered retreats 
with the utmoft fpirit ; their lofs ojf men does 
not difcourage their operations— -they feem 
determined to capture Gibraltar. Probably the 
next year will decide the conteft. • If they 
ft\Quld be fuecef^ful, and take the garriibn, it 
will be a victory worthy of record ; but we 
have not the leaft; idea of this nature, our, bat- 
1? teries 
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1780 teries are fo well mounted with heavy ordnance* 
DeC. and manned with Britons, that the name of 
31ft. being conquered only excites a deiire for a&ion, 

;.". " f Dear Brother, 

Affectionately yours, &a 



irifrrr- fP\ 



L E T.TE R XV. 

Gibraltar* 



Dear Brother, 

1781 AUR profpeft is but gloomy ; the enemy 
Jan. ^^ are very bufy, and are ftiU forwarding 
1 oth. works of annoyance. It is conje&ured as fotin 
as the bomb-battery on., the ifthmus i» com- 
pleted* that the action will begin ; which I 
doubt not will terminate with glory to Great 
Britain. .. ; 

This day, under flag of truce, the two 
Moorifh gallies, that arrived the 29th of lafl 
month, were conduced frofn Algaziras to this 
place ; they have brought Cottful Logie, and 
the Britijh families and Jews from "Tangier. *\Vc 
learn that hoftilities ars commenced by the 
Barbarians againft us, and that the Emperor of 
Morocco Ras fold the ports of Tangier and Tetur 
an to his Catholic IVfejefty j by this means the 
enemy conclude Gibraltar muft be their own, 
for that famine will compel us to capitulate.— 
I hope their expectations will be fruftrated, and 

that,, 
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that, in fpite of the united efforts of fcur foes, 1781 
the Britifh enfigns will continue flying here. Jan. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The centrles on thefea4ine are not tpfuffer any 14th. 
perfon to land under any part of the line-wall, or 
upon the rotks towards the foutloward, or to remain 
wfhore there after jirjl gunfire, but to fire upon 
whoever they may difcovef, cither on fhore, or aU 
tempting to land after that time. 

Laft night a Spanifh frigate was drove by a 1 5th, 
ftorm under our walls, the garrifon took her 
for an Englijh veffel, therefore did not fire up- 
on her ; a heavy rain and a thick haze coming 
on fhe efcaped, and at day break we perceiv- 
ed her at anchor near the Orange Grove, in dif- 1 
trefe. The two Moorijh gallies failed from j 
hence to the weft. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

Ration of provifions from the 15th of January 9 
till the i\th of February* 

MEN PER WEEK* 

Bread, f even pounds i Beef one ditto; Pork, 
orie ditto ; Peafe, one pint ; Butter, two ounces and 
a half ; Cfaefe, fix ounces, in lieu of half a pound 
of Beef Thefniall articles the fame as lafi month. 

Wind W. This tnottfeng arrived a brig 16th. 
from the Madeira Iflands with 80 pipes of wine. 
She was drove from hef moorings in a ftorm, 
F 2 with 
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17^1 with only fix bands on board-^Her cargo, will 
Jan, prove a yfeful fupply, and it is. much wanted* 
18. Wind W. S. W. Laft night came in the 
Tartar privateer, from England^ with difpatches 
from Government — fhe had a paffage of fix? 
teen days, and brings the intelligence that 
hoftilities are commenced againft the Dutch.—: 
She had the good fortune to capture four Dutch 
veflek en her paffage, and carried them into 
Portugal* The Enterprise frigate lying in thfr 
New Mole fired feveral ihot at her, £u%eciing 
her to be an enemy, as flie flood towards the 
bottom of the Bay, our former anchorage, but 
on her hailing in Eriglijh the firing ceafed— 
happily no damage was done. 

General Eliott has ordered letters of marque 
to be iffued againft the Dutch, in the manner 
ttf thofe granted againft France and Spain* The 
garrifon received the above account 1& r ith unir 
yerfal fatisfaction ; the officers and every in- 
dividual ieemingly felt a martial pleafure upon 
the occafion. Whether from it being the an- 
niverfary of Her Majefty's birth-day, or from 
this piece of information, the royal ftandard 
was hoifted, and a rejoicing obferved by 
the garrifon, Slipping, boats, &c. by a dis- 
charge of cannon at one o'clock — the feamen 
manned and cheered, and the land-batteries 
feinted the enemy's works with ball. 
20th. This morning, foon after daybreak, the 
ferjeant commanding the Bay-ftde (a detached 
guard) jumped over the pallifadoes, and wall$> 
ed gently on towards the enemy's works, 
: feemihgly undetermined, whether to go for- 
ward, or return to the garrifon. The lentinels 

difcharged 
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difckafeed thefr tthifcjiietry, biit It is uncertain 1 78 t 
Aether ah^ of them tobk efleft. Jan, 

Laft iiijghtj with a ftiflF breeze at N. W. the 23d. 
Young Sabine and the Hannah privateers failed 
for Minorca. Admiral Barcello having miffed 
them this morning, detached a frigate to the 
eaft, under all the fill fhe could croud, but it 
is not probable flie will be able to come up 
with them, they being near twelve hours fell 
^head. 

Yefterday evening, a foldier defeated, fup- 25th* 
pofed from the heights of the Rock. 

Wind S. E. Arrived the Tartar, a French 2.8 th, 
prize, of 26 guns, from Leghorn, . with wine, 
oil, brandy, &c. She picked up at fea the Bril- 
liaitt's long-boat, which makes us imagine that 
frigate was forced to the eaftfrard, tfitb a ftrong 

northerly wind. ,,. 

. Wind E. Lift night foiled the Tartar prlya- 29th. 
te£r, that arrived Here bit the 18 th init^ The 
feriemy threw feyeral rockets Froni their tow- 
fers, atid this iiiornirig w;e obferved '£ xebec re* v 
turning from tfie Gut without feet prey. On 
the iaiid fide the enemy continue tfteti: labour^, 
itqr are we negligent iti aitm>ying theni. Threfe 
foidiers are miffing, fuppofed to have deferted 

Wind S. £* Arrived a lar^e fettee and i 30th*. 
Tartan from Minorca, with wine, &c. Tliey 
bring ^ord of ihe Brilliant's fife iirivdl in that 
f>ort. . 

WindS, W f tefte^ay^ning felled a brig 31.fl. 
frtfrii hence, botind ta Mtihoh wi£li fupplies. 
The erierfiy eiterided their ap^roadies about 
five yards laft night, irid ihx^y up Several; 
heaps of fand.— Some ! infantry hive marched 
into their camp, reported to ha\ v e fended at 



Digitized by 



Googk 



4» THE SIEGE OF 

1 78 1 Cadiz. Admiral Barcelh remains at anchor, 
Jan, but his cruizers frequently come over to peep 
at our works? &n4 obferve the £tuation qf our 
navy, 
• : I am; 

Efear Broth$r r 

Tour's &f& 



LETTER XVI. 

Gibraltats 
Dear Brother, 

F<?b. 1. NOTWITHSTANDING every effort, and 
-^ the moft ftudious inventions of annoy ? 
ance that poflibly could be adopted or executed^ 
we have hitherto found ourielves inadequate 
to retajrd the progrefs of the enemy's pperati? 
ons \ and to do juftice to our affailants, they 
have invariably, from the period Qf their {irfl;- 
labours, to the prefent forwardnefs of their ap* 
proaches, fhewn a martial fpjri t, an4 undaunted 
refolution. . , 

The eneipy extended another branch of 
their approach laft night, compofed of fafcines; 
and fajid-bags, \<Ve fired in the courfe of 
an hour 500 round of (hot and fhells. Thi$ 
morning a foldier deferted from the garrifon, 
sd. Our men .pf war's boats went round to the 
back of the R(j>ck this forenoon, where they 
found the bodies pf the foldier miffing yefter* 
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day, and the ferjeant mentioned 31ft of De- 1781 
cember laft, both in a fluttered condition. It Feb- 
is aftonifhing, notwithftajiding the tremendous 
inftances fo frequently exhibited, .they have 
not fufficient terror, to prevent men from en- 
deavouring to efcape to the enemy. * 

This morning at day break, came m a defer^ 8thi 
ter from the enemy :■ — He fays, c * 1 hat the 
Spanijh General has received an order to recall 
the working parties, in confequence of a pro- 
pofition made* to the Court o£ \ Great Britain, 
of fix; millions of money, and a free trade for 
the garrifon.* 1 There is not any reliance placed 
upon his intelligences If fuclt an order had* 
been received, General Alvarez would j have, 
communicated it to the Garrifom: The work*, 
ing parties are not very numerous, or elfe they 
keep much under cover. 

Wind E* Arrived the Qalijburf privateer, ntlw 
from Minorca— A large xebec, andfeveral gal* 
lies sndeayouced: to flip between' her and the 
land. 

The enemy appear to be in- motion on : the' 14th*. 
oppofite fide : feveral fignals hung out from 
their watch towers, ancttheir cruizers are re* 
turning to the bay. We are in hopes that the 
Britifh fleet are not far offi 

Wind'N: W; - Pafifed by about thirty fail of 15th*. 
neutrals ; there being a thick haze we could 
not perceive whether they- were ihips of force. 
We fuppofe the fignals made yefterday was oc* r 
cafioned by their appearance off the coa#, 

GARRISON, ORDERS,. 

Ration of Provtfion from Feb. 12, to March 11, 
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I78 1 MEN PER WEEK. 

Feb. 

Bread r , fevcfi pounds ; Beef, one ditto ; Pork y 

one ditto; B "utter y two ounces and half; Oil \pint ; 

Qheefe 9 fix ounces / peafe one pint ; Beans on? 

ditto ; Wheat, one ditto; Rice r fix Otoices; Raifinsi 

fix ounces. 

1 8th. Wind ftrong E, About it d'clock life 
night, the Salijbury got under fail : — None of 
the enemy's cruizers Were out on account of 
the ftiff breeze and rough fea. 

19th. This afternoon a brig arrived frojn Minorca, 
in four days and a half, with flour, wine, fu« 
gar, and brandy. Two xebecs in vain at* 
tempted to approach her as the wind blew very 
ftrong from the land. She brings intelligence 
that the French h^d blockaded Minorca. 

2 ifr. Laft night came in another brig from Minor* 
cat — It mnft greatly chagrin Admiral Barcelh to 
view the flapping drop in fo providentially, an4 
he incapable of detaching his cruizers to the 
eaft. — Very ftiff freezes have continued Artec 
the 1 8th inft. at E. and N. E. 

27th. Laft night a brig with four Cenoefe oh board 
flipped over from Jlgaziras wit]i a few trifling 
articles. The manner of her coining, and the 
f mallnefs of her c *rgo, rather excites a fufpici- 
cn. 'I he Governor, ever attentive to the 
fafety of the garrifon, and doubting the real 
intention of the crew, has Ordered a guard to 
mount on board her daily, until the affair is 
more thoroughly inveftigated. 

28 th, Laft night under a very brilk fire, the enemy 
threw up a great Quantity of land upon their 

fafcinc 
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lafclrie wotks. It is fiippbfed thdt appi-Giches tj% i 
are about twferity feet high. We this day 1 di- feb. 
reded bur fire to the wfcft entrance or the 28th, 
lines, as many covered carts tyttc obfettred 
paffing there. 

'this month ha$ clofed without indulging 
-our expe&atiojis of fuccefe, but the eveiite of 
ft do riot difpirit our hopes of happier confe- 
quenees tQ our future efforts. 

J am, &c. 



LETTER XVII. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother, 

Afe T and Ingenuity are with us fb pervert-, Maivj 
ed from all benevolent exertions, that one 
\vould be induced to fuppofe from the deftfuc- 
tive nature of our experiments* that the ruin 
of man was the fole purpofe of their efforts. 
The over-ruling neeeffity which orders our 
preparations for war and Kavock, canriot fob 
the mind of its diftreifes on contemplating the 
lamentable occafions which render indif- 
penfible Quadrants, Spirit-levels, and instru- 
ments of various forfns and michiflery, which 
adorn the batteries, for the morfe exact and 
certain method of killing. Every one feefeis 
anxious to find out the fefeft^ quickeft** ihd 
fureft method of difpatch, in the elevation and 
depreffion of the ordnance. I fuppofe in a 
fef/ weeks more practice, they will be {6 ex- 
pert 
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1 78 1. pert in levelling a gun, that fhould a Spainard 
Jfclar. 5 raife his head above the epaulement,* it will be 
immediately fevere4 from his fhoulders ; for 
an emulative fpirit has difperfed itfelf to fuch 
a pitch among our artifts, that almoft every 
/day produces fome new contrivance for the 
promotion of flaughter ! 

Wind E, Laft night arrived a fettee from 
Minorca, with fundry ufefiil articles for the 
garrifon ; the Patron relates, that three French 
frigates are cruizing off the harbour to prevent 
fuccours going in or coming out of that place. 
7th. This morning, a little before the new guard 
came to relieve the old Landport guard, a fol* 
dier on duty there jumped over the pallifadoes 
near the gate, %nd ran off. The feveral guard$ 
fired 11 43 mufquet fliot at him, befide grape. 
He entered the Spanijh lines with every de* 
monftration of joy, waving his hat. 
«jth« Yefterday and this day we had, feveral hours 
artillery-practice on the batteries at the enemy's 
works ; with the new-invented Ouadrants and 
Levels: — the ordnance was weu directed—' 
much fuccefc is promifed' from the merit of 
the feveral inftruments urider trial. The 
enemy, with great earneftnefs, became Jj>e&a- 
tors from Forts St. Phillippe and Barbary, a& 
our guns only played upon the advance-work^ 
On the ifthmus. 

GARRISON ORDERS, 
The ratipns of prQvifiom from the 12th of March, 
, to the 8th of April, the fame as lajl month, except 
* u that no wheat lyrfl be delivered. 

Wind 

# A part of fortification, which covers breaft-h'igK^ 
compofed of earth, gabions, &c« 
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Wind E.* Came in a polacre and a Tartan f 1781 
from Minorca, w^h wine and brandy ; the March 
latter received feveral foot from one of the ifoh, 
enemy's galleys that endeavoured to cut her 
off. — The French continue the inveftment o£ 
Minorca* v 

The enemy on the land fide are attentive to 
their operations, which we endeavour to check 
by afmart fire ; we fuppofe they are mounting 
ordnance in their advanced works. Yefterday 
a foldier deferted from the garrifon. 

Arrived a Tufcan polacre, £nd the Tartar 18th. 
cutter from Minorca, with brandy and carra* 
vances. — A xebec flood over from Ceuta, but 
too late to prevent their entrance. 

Yefterday evening, the Tufcatf polacre failed 23d, 
on her paffage to Lijbon, but the enemy took 
her in the night, and this mornipg carried her 
into Algaziras. 

Came in a half-xebec (a prize) taken by one 26th. 
of the Minorca privateers. She fays the French 
frigates fo clofely watch the entrance into that 
harbour, that it is almoft impoflible for a veffel 
Coming in or going Out, to efcape. The French 
naval force is too powerful at Mahon for the 
Britijh to attack them. 

Laft night (Wind W. N. W.) the Enterprize 29th. 
frigate failed from hence on her paffage to M/- 
norca. The repeated intelligence of the French 
having blockaded that Port, occafioned her 
departure, and 'we flatter oujfelves when fhe 
arrives there, our force will be equal tp theirs; 
the Brilliant 'and Minorca frigates being already 
On that ftation.-r-This forenoon, a brig, half- 
hay over, was taken by the enemy's cruizers ; 
lhe crew, being nine in number, efcaped in z, 1* 

bpatr 
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i?8i boat : thty mention* " ThAt the jtfr/lf§S fleet 
Match had twice put to fea, but was Forced td returii> 
tfwingtobad weather, ind cdntr ary \Hilcfe." 
Thfey broiight foiiie poultry in theijr kbit, 
#hich tMn IfFord thetai a prfeferit fupply ; th£ 
fowls fold for four dollars each, equal to twelve 
^hillings and riine-pence ; pigeons, thiree dol- 
lars peir couple, equal td nirtb fhiliings aipd ffe- 
?eii-j>6nce ; ducks, eight dollars fouf rials pfcr 
couple, equal to one pound fix-iftlllihgs and 
fix-pence. Every fpfccies of prdvifion iis fold 
at the fame rate, and moft df the fait ttoelt ia 
the g^rifon is quite tbttetu 

I am y 

War Brother > 

jAffe8\Qriat*lf Tours* 



LETTER XVIII. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother, 

April ^t"^HE garrifbh are ridify with tuuiultuoiii 
3d. •*- joy, decafioned by the arrival of a cutter 
lift night froni the Weft : ffie brings the cap- 
tivating and enlivening . intelligence of the 
Jiritijh fleet, for the relief of the garri£bri, be- 
ing on their paflage. We feeiri to be andthef 
people— no dfcpreffiori of ijpirits— evejry coun- 
tenance is adorned with fatisfa£iory friiiles — i 
facial greeting of friends and acquaintances* 

congratulatory 
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congratulatory of the happinefs about to \& 1781 
experienced. Ap 1 ^ 

This morning two fire-fliips were removed 
(torn Algqzrtas towards Cakritta-Point, intend- 
ed by yie enemy to run in among our fleet : 
t£rep ojtJ^ers. are at Orange Grove, and feveral 
rady. in $e rivers. We are apprehenfive of 
tj£eir being a great annoyance to our fhipping. 

£a£t night failed the $£. Fermin floop, the 4th. 
RrilUpjifs tender, and a fettee, fpr Minorca? 
If wo xebecs immediately put to fea in purfuijt 
$f ^em,/witb a fijiie breeze at; Weft. The 
€U£*ny are very bufy on the oppofite fide, 19 
gettmg theiif fit e-fiups out of the rivers. 

^his. evening ipyp ai;iAed boats, com^fed 6th* 
o£ a tfetachmeqt pf five men from each reg^ 
ment, yifdkv itfte command of a naval officer, 
.pro^e^dedfrowthe Newfyole on ane^peditiiQri,, 
tjo cujt Ojut the two fire-flaps which lay at an- 
chor under Cabritta. It continued rainy an$l 
cloudy till they had got within a mUe of them, 
when, oh a< (u^deifc the clouds difperfed, %&$ 
I^una r^fle&ed fo great alight, that they were 
under the neceffity of returning without ac- 
complishing the bijiinefs, the enemy having 
discovered the boats, and made a. ppfitio^ of" 
defence. 

Rations of provijions from the yth of April U the 
6th of May. 

MEN PER WEEK. 

Beef \ ; thirteen ounces ; pork, thirteen ditto ; but- 
ter, ttvot ounces and half; raiftns, twelve ounces, ; 
peafe 9 half pint,; b$ans, one ditto ; wheat 9 one. ditto; 
rjfe^four ounces ; oil, 1 -4th pint. 

Bread 
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1 78 i Bread ijfued to officers and men one pound and half 
April every two days* 

8 th, Wind W. About deveft this forenoofi, we 
difcovered a fhnall fail tinder the Bafbary fliore : 
about two o'clock the enemy's fquadrori weigh- 
ed and fl:6od for her, confifting of 4 one xebec, 
one galley, one cutter, and 15 large gun-boats, 
(mounting twenty 4ix pounders ;) as foon as 
they had reached het, they opened furiouily 
both with round and grape fhot, which fhe as 
brifldy and heroically returned ; bf oadfide fot 
broadiide continued till ihe got under coyer 
of the guns, when fhe received repeated and 
loud huzzls from the garrifori. It is remarka- 
ble, notwithftanding the heavy cannonade, not 
a man was killed, and only a fe\v wounded* 
She proves to be the Eagle cutter from Port* 
'Glafgrwy but brings no account about the 
fleet. 
1 2th, Lafl night, betweeii eleXreii and twelve 
o'clofck, arrived off the Mole Head, the Kite 
cutter ; flie being challenged by the officer of 
the Mole guard, loudly anfwered, a . From the 
fleet," which immediately fpreacf like wild-, 
fire throughout the garrifoft; Mofphetis re- 
figncd his fovereignty, and flumber was for- 
gotten; each found fuflScient employ and fa- 
tisfaftion in converfing on the interefting fub- 

je&.- We conjectured in the evening the 

Britijh fleet was near at hand*. as the enemy's 
towers and coaft were greatly illuminated, 
and a number of rockets thrown tip at Cabritta* 
At fix this morning the fleet appeared in the 
Offings arranged in admirable order, ftanding 
for the garriion, *ith a gentle breeze at S.W. 

Afkout 
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Afliout of joy inftantly enfued from every 1781 
Cbrner, battery, and height, on the difcovery. April 
About nine, eighteen of the enemy's gun-boats 1 2th, 
iailed out from dlgaziras, but kept pretty well 
under the land : it ten they began a brifk fire 
from the boats and battery at the point, upon 
our Slipping ; two frigates bore down upon 
them, and played To warmly, that the enemy 
Inade to land. The battery at Sandy Bay, and 
the Ifland at Algaziras (mounted with forty? 
two pounders) endeavoured to annoy our fliip- 
ing, but to little purpofe, as moft of their fliot 
fell wide. One fhip has juft dropt anchor.— 
A call to arms prevents my further writing j 
the enemy have opened all their batteries on 
the town ; confuflon and cbnfternation are 
every where to be feen ! — Adieu, dear brother, 
I mufl haften to the alarm pofh 

<* jt J ' Jt_ jm. Mt jk. a m 



Six o'clock in the evening. 

The necelTary difpofitions having been made 
by the Governor, for the defence of the garri- 
fon, I again refume the fubjed on the feveral 
tranfactions of the day, (during the few mo- 
ments Tam_ unemployed from duty) and fliall 
endeavour as far as the noife of rattling can- 
non and burfting fliells will permit, to give 
you a faint description of the occurrences 
which took place about a quarter before twelve 
this forenoon, wheft the enemy perceived the 
men of war had paffed the Gut, and a few en- 
tered 
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1 78 1 Ured tbe Bay, they opened all their batterie^, 
April (in the lines, and on theifthmus) with fhot and 
I2tl\. Vpfityt on the town. The bombardment com- 
n^epced on a fign^l from the Orange Gr$ve 9 
whilft the inhabitants and foldiery were amu- 
fing themfelves with the afpedion of the (hip- 
ping. This fudden alarm fpread universal conr- 
{tcrn^ion, andi the joy predided on the arri- 
val of the fleet was now turned into an unde- 
fcrib^ble forrow. — The foldiers haftened to 
their ppfts, and the inhabitants tp their houfes, 
fn^y of which w^re inftan^ly in flames from 
the effect of the enemy's fliells : the obviook 
nefs of grief on their part is feelingly expref- 
five y — their property confuting with rapidi- 
ty — the uncertainty of felf-prefervation — th^ 
an^ety for the fafety of their relatives and 
deareft kindrecj-rrttfce irretfiv^bility of reco- 
vering the greater part of their valuables ; add 
to this, the mangled fpe^lacles of fome already 
fallen from the cannonade, impelled them to 
fly from fuch a fcene of horror, and if pofsi- 
ble, fecure a place of flielter, however indif- 
ferent: precipitation marked their iootfteps* 
and the confluence of men, women, and chil- 
dren at SouLh-pf>rt Gatfr prevented a confidera- 
ble time, numbers from obtaining a fpeedy 
paffage, which when they accompKfhed, 
tfcey fled \n crowds to the heights of the 
Rqffc, 9nt of the reach of the enemy's land 
fire. I^ere appalled, they mipgle^ together 
fodjfa^m^nately, within #ght of their former 
dwe^^gs, nqw in a ftate of incineration— 
CopinfiUera^le fituation ! — {hells explode oyer 
f their h^ds— cries echo — and vivid flaflies 
ftt^rce the cjpuds of fmqike th^t coyer devafta- 

tion; 
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tiort ; the thunder of the cannon reverberate 1781 
dreadfully to their ears, and every concuffion April 
renews their trepidation. 1 2th. 

I muft now proceed to give you fome at- 
count of the cafualties colle&ed. A fettee was 
funk by a fliell lying at the Tanks, near the 
New Mole — the enemy's fiiot drop but fhort of 
that place. A ffiell which exploded on the hill, 
wounded Lieutenant B&ag of the Royal Artil- 
lery. A ferjeant and feveral men wounded in 
the lines ; the ferjeant's hand was totn off by 
the violence of the fliell : — three men wound- 
ed at Grand Battery ; two at South Port ; three 
men killed in Kings Lines , and one at. South- 
Port, by a piece of a fliell that burft in the air* 
A fliell which entered a houfe in Sottthpcrt-Jlreetj 
fai the explofioft blew a Genoefe woman ©tit of 
a window, but fortunately fhe only received a 
bnitefe by the fall. 

The enemy are endeavouring to burn our 
fliipping, by thro\tring fhelk with a view to 
teach the New Mole. The greater part of the 
Ehglifh men of war, keep cruizing off Europa. 
Admirals Darby, Digby, and Rofs are in the 
Bay. Out town appears from the heights at 
the Southward, to be infuppreffively on fire, 
and the fulgent blaze truly horrific : — the 
total demolition of the houfes is thought to 
be inevitable* We are prepared for the ene- 
ftiy, fliould they attempt during the night to * 
ftorm the garrifqn. Detachments having been 
foit to reinforce the feveral guards, and additw 
fcnal picquets mounted in the town diftri&s. 13th* 

The tfettieftduottfnefs of the cannonade laft 

night (fuppbrted with theutmoft vivacity on 

fcoth fides) and which ftill continues with una- 

G bating 
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1 78 1 bating rage, exhibited a truly grand tod aW- 

April fill fpe&acle of war. The varied repercuflions 

13th. from the Rock, of exploding fhells, and the 

reiterated found of cannon and mortars, were 

- fuch as ftunned the air, whilfl the eye traced 

with pain the ravaging effect, and gazed with 

anguifti on the continual flafli of ordnance, 

fpreading defolation in every dire&ion. 

The town is deferted by all but the foldiery, 
who amidft the roar of guns, mortars, howit- 
zers, and fhells* are bufy in retorting on the 
enemy the woes of war. One minute a fhot 
batters a houfe about your ears, and the next 
a fliell drops at yotffc feet ; here you lie prof- 
trate, waiting the mercy of the cxplofion ; if 
you eftape unhurt, you are perfectly ftunned, 
and almoft fuffbeated with an intolerable ftench 
of powder and fulphun On every hand Slaugh- 
tered objects lie before you, harrowing up the 
tender feelings of the foul £ one lofes an arm 
or leg, another cut through the body* a third 
is blown to pieces with the burfting of a fhell : 
indulgent parents lamenting the lofs of fons t 
and women and children for hufbands and fa- 
thers. Here we behold pafllons unfeigjied* 
grief without mockery, and diftrefs without * 
veil. 

A detachment is ordered to Ynarch, to rein» 
force a part of the works confidered top weak 
for a ftrong attack, or to relieve another who 
have flood twenty-four hours facing an inve- 
terate foe ; probably before they reach the poll 
my comrade falls by my fide, my acquaintance 
receives a wound, and my beftof friends lofes 
the arm that was ever ready to cherifh and 
fupply. , 

No 
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No 6ne is exempt from duty 1 a hufband is 1 78 1 . 
called upon ; the fervice demands his imme- April 
diate prefence, nor dare he ftay to take his 13th* 
farewell by imprinting an affectionate kifs ; 
the thundering Mars, envious of his felicity, 
raifes the javelin for deftruction, and levels his 
commiferating partner while he is abfent ; not 
fatisfied with lopping off fo material a branch 
of happmefs, but extends his decifive com- 
mands ovfer their tender offspring. On his 
returnr-^O fenfibility ! what a ravaging fcene 
is prefented to his view ! let imagination con- 
ceive ; — a wife that foothed his every uneafi- 
nefs, and foftened the-* rigours of his fate, 
alas ! no more — his dear beloved children, that 
prattled with a thoufand innocent and engage - 
ing fmiles, and lifped forth their duteous ac- 
cents, that tended to diflipate the heart-cor- 
roding cares of life, and promifing to be a 
comfort in his aged days, are now reduced to 
a lifelefs lump of clay. Will not Jiis heart 
break forth in exclamation, * my beloved wife f 
4 my charming fan! my amiable daughter ! notfuf 
c fered to kifs thofe lips while i&arm, nor to prefs 
* you to a bofom to which you was ever dear /' 

What inexpreflible anguifh muft the per- 
formers feci in the trying fcenes and tragical 
exhibitions, delineated with the moft defcrip- 
tive wretchednefs and mifery. This muft 
move pity in every heart, if not fteeled againft 
every humanizing principle. 

I cannot authentically learn the number al- 
ready fallen by the cannonade ;- — various are 
the conjectures. An account is juft arrived, 
that Surgeon Chijhobn of the 56th regiment, 
has loft a leg by a fliot,, a*id that Lieutenant 
G z Bitdworth 



Digitized by 



Google 



"9* THE Si E G E OF 

« 17S1 Budworih of the 72S. regiment, is wounded, 
April Two foldiers, and a boy of a wine-houfe, this 
13th. inftant killed at Southpor't, by the explofion of a 
fhdl. The road from that gate to the naval 
, hofpital, is occupied by men carrying wound- 
ed foldiers from the batteries. Report fays, 
•feveral peffons are killed in town. The regi- 
ment* tlot lodged in bomb proofs in the town, 
are to receive camp equipage, and remove to 
their quarters marked out on the riling ground 
from South Bartacks towards Windmill-hill. 
14th. The fire from the enemy is computed at 
about three thoufand fhot and fhells every 
>twenty-four hours, whidl pfbbably furpaffes 
» the heavieft cannonade recorded in hiftory. 
The damage done to the town is beyond cre- 
dibility; the greateft part of the beufes and 
effects confumed, and others blown into ruins 
by the burfting of the fhells. 

This forenoon, eleven Spanijh gun-boats be- 
gan a fire upon our Clipping, and carried away 
the foretop-maft of one of the men of war. 
Thefe fquadrons of gun-boats (each mounted 
with a twenty-fix pounder) * contribute their 
fluota to render our days and nights infinitely 
miferable and alarming, marking the feveral 
encampments for profcription, felzing on our 
retired hoUrs like nightly robbers, filling the 
mind with the mqft agonizing appfehenfion # 
awakening the garfifon froiri the repofe wea- 
ried nature ^requires ; and before you can fcarce 
open your eyes, and prepare for the alarm, 
death flares you in the face, or you feel a pre- 
cious limb mangled, or haftily torn away. * 
The frequent interfperfions of fhot, and the 
ignition occafioned by the enemy's fhells, 

which 
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which ineeflantly are poured on every past of 1781. 
the Rock within their reach, is beyond def- April 
cription dreadful. No place of fafety ! Not 14th* 
one fpot, but thde unfriendly intruders vifit* 
fpreading mortality in their circumrotation y 
vollies of Clocking mifery are hourly dis- 
charged, and the wearied foldiery, though 
overpowered with fatigue .fronv continual mi* t 
litary toil, are much prevented from enjoying 
the few hours allotted for repofe, which a 
fmall part of the garrifon only are exempted 
from duty, in the daily proportion of guards, 
picquets, &c. Every one finds aiii^ttereft in 
watching- — not one moment's feci*rity. If 
flumber fhould dofe your eyes, probably, they 
might not view the ejnliyening rays of Aurora 
in the morning. 

The wounded men are numeroufly carryings 
from ths town diftricts to the Naval Hofpital. 
Almoft every hour furniihes a new inftance of 
the cruelty of war. One wan ha$ now paflfed 
me in a mangled fituaiion too dreadful to de- 
fcribe. Enfign Martin of the 39th. regiment 
is wounded, hut not dangeroufiy. A few fpl- 
die^s killed this day, and a gr§at number 
wounded* 

The Briiifh&ttt have ;iet yet come to an- 15th. 
chor, but keep hovering round the Rock. 
The enemy fupport the cannonade with unre- 
mitting fpiri^r, and their artillery feem to direft « 
their fole attention to the confuting of the 
town. Thedapiaee already done would fall 
far fliort of any ejtimate that at prefent can 
be made. The batteries which were deemed 
Sufficiently ftrong, fhare in the general ruin, 
and parties are labouring at the repair in the 

xnpft 
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1 78 1 moft imminent danger. The firing from 
April the garrifon is mafterly and well fupport- 
15th. ed, carrying into the enemy's lines and works 
the fad effects of internecion, which is evident 
from the number of wounded we obferve fre- 
quently conveying to their camp on litters. 

Apathy alone can view the fituation of the 
inhabitants on the heights of the Rock 
without pain ; the moft fortunate are only in 
poffeffion of a thin piece of canvas or fail-cloth 
to fcreen them from the fcorching heat of the 
day, and exceflive dew of the night. Not 
any conveniency to drefs the fmaU portion 
of foodfome have, procured, whilft others are 
in a famifhing condition. Judge, dear Bro- 
ther, their dreadful ftate from the following 
fad which, though a foldier, drew the compaf- 
fionate tear from my eyes. Mrs. M , a mer- 
chant's lady, came to the encampment with a 
child in her arms, accident threw me in her 
way, when with a voice that muft have melted 
the moft unfeeliiig heart, fhe fupplicated for a 
little fait broth for her infant : I ran inftantly 
and procured what fhe requefted, and feated 
her in my fmall tent. She affured me fhe had 
tailed nothing for the two days paft, and 
that the prefervation of her dear infant, induced 
her alone to vifit the encampment. I left her 
with the fmall repaft I had procured, and 
retired behind the tent. But how can language 
paint the lively emotions of my heart, in hear- 
ing her offer up a prayer to heaven for my 
prefervation ; I confefs I was unmanned — a 
merchant's lady three days ago in poffeffion 
of affluency, now reduced to total want, and 

ta 
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to foiicit from a foldier a portion of his fniall 1781 
allowance ! Let this, Brother, be a leffon to April 
you to receive with thankfgiving the a* 15 
bundant bounties of Providence, difpenfed to 
man. 

Havock ftill continues ! — Several of the in- 
habitants in endeavouring to fave part of their 
property in town, have loft their lives. A 
corporal had his handfliot off as he was calling 
from a window to a man in the ftreet. A fol- 
dier was found fo miferably torn by a fliell, 
that he could not be known only by part of 
his drefs. A (hot killed two foldiers this 
morning, one of whom was bruftiing his (hoes 
for guard. Surgeon Kruger of De La Mott's 
regiment, was wounded by a fplinter of a fhell. 
A Genoefe youth, endowed with every amiable 
qualification, on the point of nuptial celebra- 
tion, was unfortunately killed., The lady to 
whom his addreffes were paid, fled on the in- 
telligence to the place where he had fallen, and 
clafped his mangled body iiv her- arms. — She. 
was carried home in a ftate of infenfibility. 

The feamen and foldiers are affiduoufly 'em- 
ployed in unloading the Clipping, as the fleet 
is not intended to be detained here longer than 
the provifion is landed. The parties work 
day and night — one from fun-rife to fun-fet, 
and another from fun-fet to fun-rife. — The 
town is become a heap of ruins — the greateft 
part of the houfes are either burnt, or battered 
down. The fliowers of fliot from the enemy 
are beyond credibility — fuch perdurable dif- 
chrages, with fuch unbounded impetuofity, 
that the ear is ftunned with the multiplied 
founds. 

I cannpt 
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1 78 1 I cannot, dear Brother, omit penning th#* 
April following converfation between two foldiers in 
15th. Irijh-Town yefterday. I met Jack Carelefs * in 
the ftreet, finging with uncommon glee (not- 
withftanding the enemy were firing with pro- 
digious warmth) part of the old ibhg, 

*" A foldier's life's a merry life, 
" From care and trouble free;" 

He ran to his comrade with eagernefs, an4 
prefenting his battle, cried, D~n ?pe, if I don't 
like fighting : I 9 4 lite tp be ever t(inn\ng the Dons : 
plenty of good liquor for carxying ayuay— never was 
the price fo cheapr-fine fluff— enough to make am* 
fcr quit his gold. Why, Jack, laid he, what 
have you been about ? With an arch grin he 
replied, That would puzzle a heathen philofopher 9 
&r yearly almanack-waiter - 9 tp ynriddle-r~I fcarce 
know myfelf I have been conftanfly on foot and 
watch, halfjiarved, and without mpney, faeing q, 
parcel of pitiful Spaniards. I have been fighting, 
wheeling, marching, and counter-marching ; fome r 
times with a firelock, then with a hand/pike, and 
now my bottle, brandijhing it in the air. I amfo 
pleafed with the melody of great guns, that I confi- 
der myfelf as a Roman general* glorioufly fighting 
for my country 9 s honour and liberty. A fhell that 
inftant bum, & piece of which knocked the 
bottle out of his hand : with thegreatefl: com- 
pofure he replied (having firft graced it with an 
oath) This is not any lofs, I havp found a whole 
cafk by good luck (and brought him to view hip 
jtreafure.) But, Jack, fays he, are you nof: 
thankful to God for yout preservation ? Hoip 

* A foldier well known in the Ganifon by that name* 

"N 
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do you mean, anfwered Jack ? Fine talking of God 178/ 
with afoldier, wbofe trade and occupation is cutting April 
throats : Divinity and Jlaughter found very well to- 15th. 
gether, they gingle like a crack* d bell in the hand of 
a noify crier : our King is anfwerableto God for usj 
I fight for him. My religion conjifls in afirelock, 
open touch -hole, good flint, well-rammed charge, 
andfeventy rounds of powder and ball : This is the 
military creed. Come, comrade, drink Succefs to 
the Britifh arms. On his afking him for a gla£>, 
lie feemed furprifed, Why, (fays he, J you may 
well know there is not me to be had, but hert 
is fbmething that will do as well, (and he took 
up a piece of a fhell ;) here is a cup fit for a 
monarch ; this was not purchafed with gold or 
friendfhip, but with thefitreams of our countrymen^ 
bipod. Having filled the piece of fhell, he 
gave it to his comrade to drink. Come Jack, 
(faid he) Here is King George and Vi&ory ! 
And he that would not drink the fame (replied he J 
Vd give him an ounce of lead to pay Charon to ferry 
him over the river Styx. 

I am, 

Dear Brother ', 

AjfeEtionately Tours* 



GARRISON ORDERS. 

Full allowance of Beef and Pork, five ounces of 
Butter, quarter of a pint Oil, orp pint Peafe, one 
ditto Kidney Beans, tzvopinif of Wheat, and twelve 
*mces of $ai/ifis, to be ferved tomorrow. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 



Gibraltar* 



Dear Brother, 



1781 HP'HE bombardment is kept up vigoroufly 
April -*■ by the enemy ; a continuation of unceaf. 
19th. ing firing, particularly . directed to Willis'* 
Heights, the King's and Prince's lines— ^Land- 
fort and Waterport alfo fuftarn their {hare. The 
flag of England feems to enrage our opponents, 
as they have directed three pieces of cannon 
to play upon Flag-ftaff Guard— one fhot ftruck 
the ftandard this forenoon^ Believe me, you 
would fmile could you have feen the readinefs 
of the Royal Artillery to replace the damage, 
amidft the vivacious difcharges of the Dons, 
whofe vengeance feemed mere forcibly roufed, 
by our men immediately nailing on the flag. . 
The regiments whofe quarters in town have 
been deftroyed, are now. encamped upon the 
different heights of the Rock at the fouthward, 
from the rifinej ground at the back of the Bar- 
racks, extending to the gate at Windmill-hill. — * 
The inhabitants have begun erecting tempo- 
rary fheds — fome in the Gullies between Buena 
Vifta and Europa, others on Windmill-hill, nor is 
there fcarce any part of the Rock,, out of the 
reach of the enemy's land fire, but what is 
covered with marquees, tents, huts, &c. &c. 
Timber is taken from the ruins of the town 
' to anfwer this neceffary bufinefs, and the em- 
ployment occafioned thereby keeps all hands 
bufy. A pleafure boat came over this morn- 
ing from the Orange Grove, and remained at 
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long gun fliot diftance near an hour, viewing 1781 
(as we fuppofe) the variety of buildings, which April 
muft exhibit an odd appearance from the Bay. 19th. 

The military in the Spanifh camp affemble in 
the front of their tents every evening, and 
bodies of infantry march immediately after 
into their lines ; a reinforcement of officers 
and men are therefore detached to town, ex- 
clufive of the daily guards, as we cannot but 
expect a fpeedy attack from the land fide. — 
General Eliott has prepared to receive them 
With military politenefs, not fparingly, but 
amply provided for their reception ; an ex- 
cellent repaft of fliells of different fizes, round 
and grape fliot, # hand grenades, carcaffes, &c. » 
are ready to be ferved up at the fliorteft notice, 
for the entertainment of General Alvarez and 
his troops, when they attempt the expugnation 
of the Rock. 

The following Lift contains the number of officers 
and men who mount guard and piquet every day. 
Capts. Subs. Serjs. Cors. Dms. Privs. 
Town guards 8 14 49 54 15 521 
South guards. 3 7 15 20 9 270 
Artillery 1 3 9 ir o 106 

12 24 73 85 24 897 

Piquets o 13 1315 13 689 



Total 12 37 86 100 37 15S6 

N. B. The Field Officers are not included in the 
above number. j « 

* A fmall hollow globe of iron, filled with powder, 
and fired by a fuze ; they are thrown by the hand, and 
are of great annoyance in battle. Children may throw 
them over a wall 
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178" i Laft night a foldier defertcd from Prince's- 
April lines Guard, how he efcaped is impoflible to 
19th. conje&ure, as neither rope, nor ladder could 
be difcovered. 

This forenoon arrived a fliipfrom the WefL 
Admiral Barcello is very quiet on the oppofite- 
fide, nor has he ihewn tEe leaft indication to. 
run in any of his fire-fliips among the fhipping* 
already anchored. Our men of war keep tack- 
ing backwards and forwards, which very much 
disconcerts the enemy in the plans they had. 
adopted for their definition.. The fire-fliips> 
which lay at Cabritta, are removed* to Algazi-. 
ras, where the Spanijh fquadron have hauled 
clofe under the land. The fire from the lines* 
and ifthmus continues without tntermiffion^ 
excepting from twelve to two o'clock at noon >; 
when they rather flacken to cool their ord-^ 
nance, at which time General Eliott takes the 
opportunity of relieving the town guards. 
*oth. Admiral Lockhart Rofs, has been indefatiga-. 
ble in landing the provifion. His attention to* 
the foldiery evinces the goodnefs of his hearty 
both as an officer and a man of feeling. He* 
learned that a foldier was confined for taking 
41 bifcuit, he liberated the man with a fevere- 
admonifliing ; then calling to a Cooper, direct- 
ed him to open a cafk of bifcuit, and butter, 
which he distributed among them : " My good 
lads, (feid he) Jiecd nothing'— your countenances 
/peak the hard/hips you have fuffered, and whiljl 
I command here you Jball have plenty to eat "—he 
jjilfo caufed feveral bafkets of cheefe to be open- 
ed, which he delivered with a countenance 
.cxprdfivc of the fatisfaction he felt. 

Wind 
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Wind N. E. This forenoon Admiral' Darfy 1 78 1 
made fignal for fail ; feveral veffels got under April 
Weigh from Rofia y and in the evening they 21ft. 
were all out of fight. The Spanijh towers, as 
ufual, fpread the alarm } the enemy difcharged 
their ordnance with great fury, intimating, 
that now our floating caftles were departed* 
they had nothing to obftruct the exercife of 
their malignant rage. They have damaged 
our works in feveral parts, which we carefully 
repair during the courfe of the night. We 
have not as yet loft njany men in the execu- 
tion of our operations* 

The enemy continue their brifk fire on the 23d. 
garrifon, and this day Lieutenant Cunnyrighath 
of the 39th regiment was much wounded ; if 
Is imagined by the faculty it will prove mor- 
tal. A foldier this day had both his legs fliot 
off; he feemed rejoiced at the lofs, and ex- 
claimed, / am now difmijjed from the drill and 
black hole ; which his negligence rendered in- 
<difpenfibly neceffary often to inflict upon himi 

This day a thirteen-inch fliell, fired from the 24th. 
, enemy's works, dropped in the Kings Bajlion, 
and wounded feven men ; three of them in a 
very bad condition. — Our batteries are rather 
remifs in returning the fire, referring the 
ammunition for other purpofes. 

Wind E. Arrived from Minorca, the BriU 27th* 
liant, Porcupine, Enterprise, and Minorca fri- 
gates, two fmall xebecs, and fixteen fail of 
Tartans and fettees, with a fupply of \yine, 
bifcuit, carravances,* &c. for government ac- 
count. Admiral Barcello, no doubt, was def- 

perately 

* A fmall bean, about the fizc of a Itidnejr-beaa. 
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1 78 1 perately enraged' at the arrival of this uriex- 
April pe&ed convoy : after having loofed his fails, 
27th. and made every appearance of putting to fea, 
he fired a gun, which was anfwered at Ceuta 7 
as a fignal for them to keep a fliarp look out to 
the eaftward ; his fails were then nimbly furled 
again. 

Came in two deferters from the enemy's 
Walloon Guards. They bring the intelligence 
that the Spaniards are expeditioufly getting in 
readinefs fcaling ladders, and all neceflary 
equipments for an attack, and that in a few 
months we may depend upon being vigoroufly 
ftormed both by land and fea. This is looked 
upon as contemptible prefumption: for Britons , 
whilft led on by veteran chiefs, and gallant 
heroes, will ever defend thefe envied battle- 
ments and walls from Spain's approaches, and 
compel them to return, after all their pomp 
and parade, amidft difguft and difappointment 
of the defired glory. The enemy's gun and 
mortar-boats came over laft night, and fired 
upon the inhabitants retreats, and troops en- 
campments ; on this occafion, a foldier's wife 
was killed, as fhe was haftily dreffing herfelf . 
in the tent, in order to feek fome place of re- 
fuge. Some others were flightly wounded. 
28th. This morning, their being a calm fea, the 
gun and mortar-boats gave us a pretty brifk* 
fire. The garrifon and (hipping kept up a hot 
cannonade upon them, but unfortunately they 
killed one foldier, and wounded fix others, of 
different regiments. They fired between two 
and three hundred rounds. 

At ten o'clock this forenoon, a party aflem- 
bled at the lower extremity of the Old Mole ' 

(or 
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{or Devil 9 s Tongue) to make an Experiment of 1781 
reaching the Spanijh camp, from two fea-mor- April 
tars planted there. The firft ftiell we threw fell 28th. 
within a few yards of the Eaft angle of their 
grand magazine, which feemed to fill the ene- y 

nry with confternation ; not imagining it was 
practicable to have annoyed them in that part 
from the garrifon, the diftance being 3056 
yards. We threw feveral, which fell in differ- 
ent parts of their encampment— one burft in 
the air about halfway, the fplinters of which 
were feen to fall near the Ihore above the bat- 
tery (now called the Black Battery J on the right 
of St. Pbillippe. It is reported, the intention 
of this is, to convince the enemy that we 
fhall be able to repay the compliment upon 
their encampment, whenever their boats vifit 
ours. 

The fouthward heights of the garrifon were 
fined with a number of the inhabitants, who 
willingly became fpe&ators (out of the reach 
of danger) of the experimental exhibition, 
impatiently waiting the difcharge ; but w r hen 
they perceived the ftiell fall upon the Spanijh 
land, they repeatedly gave loud acclamations, 
happy in their minds that we had found out a 
means of annoying the enemy's camp. 

WindE. Laft night failed the Enterprise 29th. 
r and Minorca frigates, for England, with feveral 
other ihips under convoy : the enemy have 
not detached any of their Clipping from Alga- 
xiras in punfuit of them. A fignal was obferv- 
ed this morning on the tower at Cabritta, 
which we imagine was intended to alarm the 
cruizers at Cadiz. Admiral Barcello feems lefs 
attentive in watching the port* as very few of 
. • • - ■ hii 
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1781 tis truizfers are out. From the land fide Wfe 
April ate plentifully fup^lied with fliot arid fhells ; 
their batteries continue raging nearly the 
Whole twenty-four hours of £ach day. The 
enemy are pnrfiifely liberal, and, with an un- 
exampled generality, f epay the cannonade. 

Tout's, &Vi 



LETTER XX, 

Gibraltar. 
D^ar Brother, 

May 1 A M I D S T the clamour of \ter, fliells burft- 
•**• ing, fliot flying, and houfes burning, 3 
continual fcene of fulphur, Ctnoke, and fare ; 
tohenevei- I have any hours unemployed frofh 
duty, I dedicate them to your fervice. Death 
flares me in the face every minute, and there- 
fore what I write you may look upOft as the 
fincere fentifiients of my heart. The ftreets of 
the town are like a defart, and almoft evdry 
houfe burnt, or torn with fhot and fliells. In 
fome parts the fliot and broken pieces of fliells 
are fo thick, that in walking your feet docs 
not touch the ground. The enemy have kept ' 
up a fire thefe twenty day& paft, and it is be- 
lieved, before they ceafe, our fiitall drms will 
be bilfily employed. The ^faeftiy'd gun and 
mortar-boatts are firing from the Bay. Afhell, 
whfclt now burft, forced tne to rim with my 
papers in my handj to avoid danger; — Thd 
groans of one in niifery has- reached my ear* 

— Imuft 
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*—■ I ifiuft hafte toTiis aflifeanc^. H)n my going 178 1 
to the other fide of a traverfe, I found a fol- May 
dieir, \Viih both legs bi*oke by , a piece 6f the 
fliell which occafioned my "retreat— ^a mifefafcle 
fpe&acle! The \gun-boats ire gorie, having 
fired about three hundred fouhds at the folith- 
ward. I do not hear 6i any particular damage 
done. ' 

lliis Forenoon a fbldier Was executed for 5 th* 
plunder, at the place where die fad ^a§ doni- 
"mitted, with a label upon his "br^ift tfetio'tfnfcj 
the fame. He wa!s left hanging till ?iih~fet. 

The gun aM*d m^ 8th # 

ialute ; the garrifon and Ihipphig made i re- 
turn : — happily not/any "damage #a& &6tie Oh 
our fide. 

This day the eneihy made a fham^fhl fek- 12th. 
attack: alt ft* n£ar two houffc difchal-ge of thgfr 
ordnance, they ;tVi\iiti'phahtiy Yetreatfcd to 
fpread their great exploits and bbld'atchievfe- 
Yrients along their cpaft, witfrput having thrown 
* foot or '{hell on itidY'e. We imagine' that they 
miift have fufrefed corifiderably <Sn the 8tn 
from out 'fire. 

I 41ie gun and mortar-toats iaftilirflt agaiA 13th. 
difturbed us with ttieir finhg, btit orilycita;- 
Ynaged a f£w huts in' our ehcarfi'pmerit. Tfrefe 
HbcturiiaTexpedition's 'are of gteat a'ftfioy&tfcfe 
to the garrifon, as the duty of the foidie^y fr 
very fatiguing, hbmg cbnftantly oh Jfflbt ''lot 
fix or feveri days and nights together ; a'nd 
probably, when it cfomes to their' turft to fotffc' 
a night to reft in, thefe *w^ 
make their appearance, it 'is rdally kttKfita- 
bte, that we cannot adopt a iheans 'Of d'eftrby*- 
ing them, 

H - •• Laft 
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1 78 1 ' Laft night, a man was difcovered advancing 
lAay. in flow fteps towards the garrifon, on the tola 
ioth. leading from Bay-fide to Landport ; but when 
lie came pf etty near the advanced guard, he 
crawled upon his hands and knees : a Hanove- 
rian ferjeaht, on duty thefe* challenged him 
before he came as far as the work, upon which 
he made* retreat. Lieutenant Whethdm, of the 
58 th regt. immediately made a fally with great 
activity, but when on the point of feizing him, • 
Jie unfortunately fell into a fliell-hole, whick 
-gave the other time to putli through Bay-fide. 
A gold-laced hat was picked up oh the road, 
which makes us imagine that he Was an officer 
in the enemy's fervice, who had tome to view 
"the fituation of the place, and how far a de- 
tachment might advance in the night before 
they would be difcovered. Out guards in the 
lines Hired pretty "brftkly, and was yety near 
killing the officer that falfied out. 
&6tln The gun and mortar -boats came over laft 
night, and gave the cafrnp a very bri& falute. 
Several people were killed and wounded. The 
New Mole, Parforfb Lodge, Buena f\fta, and 
South Bajiion, fired remarkably warm ^pon 
"thefti, but could not make them defift : wjien 
their ammunition was all expended, diey then 
took their leave. Afliell from the Mill-Tower 
Batter* fell into a houfe at the back of South* 
A $hed Guard, by which a child was killed, and 
a mail and two women wounded ; the man is 
in fo dangerous a way, tliatliis fife is defpaired 
df. I cannot dofe this account, without in- 
forming you, that the mother of the above 
*tuki was killed on the 2&th of April, by the 

fire 
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£te of the gun-boats, and that the hufband is 1781 
almoft difconfolate far their lofs. May 

This day two foldiers were executed at the 29th, 
White Convent for plunder. The town-guards, 
by order of the Governor, inarched paft while 
they were hanging. 

1 his day, another feldier was executed for 30th. 
the fame crimen the -General is a very huqiane 
man, but cannot overlook fo great an infringe- 
ment of martial law. It is amazing, that men 
Should fport away their exiftence^ tor the gra- 
tification of their fenfual appetites, as the 
-crimes for which they all fuffered were for 
plundering the king's flares of provisions and 
liquor. I hope that thefe examples will be fuf- 
ficient to deter the unthinking part from com- 
mitting the fame ads. 

The enemy's fire is not 1 fo brifk as at the 
firft ; they are pretty moderate during the day, 
but at night play more freely. It is afferted, 
they do not fire above fixteen or eighteen hun- 
dred rounds per diem. Since my laft, the fol- 
lowing officers have been wounded. 

Lieutenant Willington, Royal Artillery, 

Lieutenant Lowe and Thornton, of the I2th« 

And Captain Foulis, of the 73d regiments. 

c3" Lieutenant Cunnyngham, 39th regiment, 
died of his wounds the 6th inftant. 

We are in continual expe&ation of being 
ftormed by the enemy, but we begin to be fo 
inured to dangers, that the found of it is no 
more regarded than an old tale. Wifhing you 
every joy, peace, and contentment, Ifubicribs 
myfej£ 

Tour qffeftionate Brother y 

H 2 ■ • LETTER 
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LET f Ek XXt. " 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother, 

1 78 i A LI the please I : haVe is to write to you; 

June **• and receive your anfwers. The enemy 
1 ft. keep their ufual warm fire oft tire ' garrilott, 
and we ate hourly waiting' thtlr ^ffatfh. ' You 
ate far Otit of tire rtach cii Hunger. You nlay 
Jlefcp contented, not dread a vigorous fere of 
tfrirteeri-fnch fliells, and twenty-frx pound fhot, 
which here 'We are c^iitimiaily fup^lied aird 
eritertaintrd'witlH ! atifare ycfathe Dons, iri this 
refpeft, evince a martial tafte, and are ievond 
beBef liberal; > : - "';' '' 

Yefterday rveniftg \ve made a prize 'of a 
Neapolitan brig.' Our batteries fired at her, 
which obliged her to come in, flie having re- 
ceived feveral -ftiot. 'She is laden \vtth flcrur, 
configned to the ettem'y : We toought her in- 
to the'iSfcw Mole. ' 

This morning, at two o'tlock, the SpttmJIj 
gun and mortar-boats came over, and fired 
upwards of ttiree liundred rounds, and then 
retired.; two Metiers were Wounded, but not 
dangeroufly ) they damagedTeveral of thfe huts 
—We fired' a Ymrtiber of fliells, which burft in 
the air over them. It is conjectured theymuft 
have fuffered ctfnfiderabfy. On the land fide 
the enemy fired e&cefiive hard all the night ? 
fuch repeated vollies that it was impoiftbie dil- 
t irf (My To tell how many "guns were difcharged 
each time j they have greatly fhattered ofcr 
••••.■ ....... i works, 
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wajrks^ bt*t they? ^anaot ?bate our f^irils.^ 1:78-* 
Qwfrqg?- is Bfiitws* Ihserogqtive* Jjfflfl 

'.....'■ QARRBSON: ORDERS, 

Provifi(>ns- a* uj#^ qwfpt that, for one pound of 
beef, three quarters af a pound of cheefe will be 
iffued weekly. K ■ ' ^ 

This mptmng tl|e Royal Sta^c^wl w?£ bptft- 4/fcfc. 
ed on fiag-ftaff, and at noon we gave-t^^ one- 
my a ro.y.a£. sawm w^h. fhft% \n haiKttUP of 
his M#jg(fy*$ birtbr4ay- Thfl Spwjh wodswig 
parties \pe£? bufily ^ mpfoyed QU tb^ ifl;hmus^ 
ibei^the^ 

T hi& i$£F$ki{* a ijaagasj^ beJp^gwg to. tj*e. 9th*. 
enemy, on the nfing ground under the Queen's 
C^air^ tppk : fae, ^pj^i^g of ^adj* peeked 
£ke}I? : thqr« W3* a 1 gp? at e.^gte^o^ ^p4 it & 

ftrpyed^ l^efi^ n&n$ lfcY§§ \9% Ife ig,ijMpa$^ 
bl% t0.b4ifty% tfes jfty ^4 tew%prt exhibited 
by the Britijh foldiery* whife death Bai^g^^ 
with #& memy* ' • > ■ 

* Tins i^rnipg a? l}©<tt> ¥$<&» Jfcg of trueev nth. 
c^ny* -Qye?&ffai J/gg&intf* tp V 1 ^^ th^cawfi* 
of ©iw $$feg # a i^eutT^ Y^ife) y^ft^d^. It 
is eu^rent^y ?e$#rt§4* thajt the Q^n^aJt re£urn- 
e4 :& Bwtijk ai>IWv " %hP tfaf 7^4tiAm h$p 
out of th$ reach (f hit guns*, or bM#& fy if re- 
quired." The enemy jawfc ^pt&ear ft^a^taclc 
with their gun and mortar-boats, but received- 
a fmart repulfe. I belieye.th^y di$ not relifli 
our play, as we gave them a plentiful diftri- 
bij4pnrqf {h$ls, wlucfr burft pve.r. their heads. 
Not any damage done 0$ ft*ore».. 

..--* This 
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1 78 1 This forenoon a flag of truce brought over 

June the women and children that were takoj* by 

13th. the enemy, in the flaps that failed froiyi heijc$ 

the 29th of April. They have detained the 

crews, in order that they fliay have thelefe 

oppofitioa when they make their attack. 

GARRISON' ORDERS. 

15th. Provijion from Monday next the i%tb of June % 
till further orders. 

Seven pound of Bread, fbur ditto of whijcb will 
ftefoft, and three ditto of Bifcuit ; one pound and 
half Beef one pound Bork, twelve ounces Checfe> 
Jix ounces Butter, quarter pint of Oil, four pints of 
Peafe, and three fints ofQ;atm$aI, f>er week. 

25 tlu This morning the enemy V gun and mortar- 
boats difeharged about two hundred and fifty 
rounds, without eflfe&ing any other damage, 
than blowing up feveral huts and terits. The 
batteries, moft convesietit to annoy them, 
played very britfkly. 

26th, Wind E^ Laft night failed a flap with fe- 
veral invalids, under th$ care of Captain Colt* 
12th regiment* for England The enemy, it 
Is imagined, did not perceive her going out. 

The Neapolitan, mentioned the firft of June* 
was condemned here as a. lawful prize, and 
agents are accordingly appointed until his M& 
jefty's pleafure is known. 

QARRISON ORDERS, 

jcth. The fame quantity audfpecits of provifion, to b* 
ijfad next month as lajl. 

the 
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The enemy keep at work— they fe^em 4ia.be 178 1 
extending a branch, towards the Weft flipre.-— June 
They continue the Sjfege by land vifth as ijauch 
fury as. evei;* Admiral Bqrcelfo occupies his, 
old ftatitm^ and views with pleafure ^he ex-, 
curffona of his gun-boats.. We are very bufily 
employee^ every night repairing the damages 
done by their fliot a^d ffieHs. We have not^ 
had afl officer wounded this njontji, but feveral 
non-commiffipned, officers and men killed, anci 
WQijncjed., 

I aniy 

Ifcar Qrotber) 

Affectionately yours > jisfty 



h E T T E FL XXH. 

Qibr altar* 



1 



I>EAR BuOTHERr- 



% 



THE enemy continue yigoroufly to bom- July 3 
bard the garrifon. — They are making 
fame additional: fortifications on the ifthmus, 
either to ftieker themfelves, OC to annoy us. 
in a greater; degree*. Their military force- 
does not appear to have received any reinforce-, 
ment — We obferve- every night feveral de- 
tachments marching down to, the lines, which* 
we conje&ure ai;eto ; relieve the different guards, 
and artillery pardfcs, 

Yefterday afternoon, about fifteen, or fix-, 
teep fail of fmall craft arrive&frojn the Weft- 
wjrd at Orange Grove. 

W* 
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i 7 73;i We kept up. a very, hot fu& lfift night upoa 
July the envy's mill battery, cbieffy f^x,a}J ihe%^ 
Several c^rts. i#$ a large bpdy Jq£ n^en ? h&v- 
U»g * ^i^ t /Q^i^^qijl ^afli9j? the Weft angl£ q£ 
SufhiUippt) j,uft # the $0% ipt the evening,. 
vWfih we apprehended were foj- t^e exjecujipii, 
pf fotiie work an theifthmus. 

9 th, Tlv^n^ipy's gjiifli ^d, water, bpatec^meover* 

and ^ i^cl>.arffe4.Wy hrifely ff ^eiral rougjd^ of 

ijipj: ^nd ijieus. They, did not ft$y new their 

ufualtime, whkh makes us imagine theyhavs 

r fuffered from our burftpig the fhells over their 

. heads* 

13th, Wind W* Arriyed ^ xebec at Algaziras* 
The fmall craft that anchored at Orange Grove 
the. 3d inftant have been, landing either ftores 
or provifions ever fince : this morning they 
removed from j&gazixas* 
T Laft night we had feveral men killed and 

wounded, byjthe enejny's l^ndt-fire. 

15th. This morning a xebec and feveral gallies 
flood to the Eaft, two fmall fail having been., 
obferved there, waiting the Ghtoge: o£ The* 
wind. It is not improbable but they are vef- 
fels with fupplies, bound from Tetuan to t^e 
garrifon. 

17th* WindE- • The xebec andcruizers have re- 
turnedy without* fuccefs, to Cabritta\ where 
they have anchored to keep a^look out to the 
Eafo • •• • ' 

Laft. night a veflel failed from heire, bound to 
England, ^vith difpatches * mentioning alf its 
weB. The enemy's land-fire is very fladfc,bnly 
now and then a few fhot in ffke day— at night 
their difcharge is moftly fhells. / 

This 
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Tlii^ yarning two §ajlie5 brought m^ ^A 1^1 
gaziraf a, larg$ fettle.— 4*V£/ /fow/., % Jfiowtfh, jujjr 
butcher, fays foe is iadea with cattl^ froxfi fcotfc. 
£?r<?. v Thj^ will fye a. great ipfs to, the gjwrrifon* 
as.wc bavs flo£ received' aoy fupply of frefl\ 
meat foj; fome time* 2nd t^here beijig very few 
cattle at pjrefent; in the. pk^e*, The; fteih/ pf o-^ 
viftpn which h fold npw, is pork, an*} that is 
v.^ry indifferent and fcarce,. being fed; on the. 
§lth p£ the place, eight rials' per pound;, about 
tjtiree- fhlJlings and three pence fteriing. \ . 

Very lfttle firs frpn?/ the eiicip^ by |ai)^ 23d* 
thefe fix days— tbey feein to be r-epairing our 
works, and we are as attentively employed^ 
upon our our own* — Towards the Bay all i& 
quiet, 

T^e qneipy have apju. rpufed.— Yeft/erday; 28th* 
and to-day they ^red mc^nidy* Our. b#tq- J 
ries ina4e om: a] trifli*^ return ; as it is alnaofl . 
inadnefeto fire at they wprks, they being fo, 
thickly, covered' wifca fapd* that onpflxpt fi^d^ 
very little penetration. 

The enemy continue firing, and feem deter- 30th. 
mmed, if poffible, to batter down all their 
works — their gun and mortar boats again vi- 
fited us, without effe&iag any damage. We 
are really in a difmal fituation — between the 
land and fea ; fire, we fcarce dare clofe our 
eyes. On your part you muft not expect cor- 
rect letters ; the hurry of the times, the noife of 
mortars, howitzers, cannon, and the burftmg 
of fhells, render the ipind fo cpnfu&d that it 
would be a tafk : let it fbffice that Jain alive; 
that flipt and fliells are n)y near companions ; 
that fmoke, and wounded brother-fofdiers are 
cpnftantly.iq view i that w$ have heavy duty, 

hard 
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1 78 1 hard watchings, and little reft ; that our c<5m-» 
July forts are groans ; that our nightly repofe is. 
'30th. turned to harraffing alarms ; that our paftitness 
are definition * that evesy hour, we or the 
enemy are inventing fonag horrid ftratagem ; 
and that the next we behold each other plunged, 
thereby into the ttxoft excruciating anguftfr. 

Sueh, dear Brother, are Gibraltar exhibitions^ 
and perhaps while you aire reading this, and feet 
a fenfible pang at your heart for my fituation, I; 
may be performing a part in ths tragical fcenei 
on a ftage where criticifm bluftues tp appear> 

You will think I indulge a brood of melaiu 
choly refleftions, but believe me, I am as chear^ 
Ail as the god of mirth f Amidft camps, mar-^ 
tial founds, and all the; din of war, I find com-*, 
placency m a refignatioa. ta the wilt of God* 
If Death attends, I hope to receive my fate 
with a chriftian fortitude^ and meet ftonouf 
with expanded arms. With the fuHefc fenf^ 
of brotherly affection, I fubftribQ myfelf, 

Sincerely your\ 



LETTER XXItt. 

Gibraltar-* 
Dear Broths % 

Aug. i.^TO.THING material has taken place on the 
«*^ ifthmus ;-^the enemy are vej;y attentive 
to the Siege, and keep/ up a. well : directed, 
and regular fir.e. We loft feveral men y efterday 
afternoon, by the fire from the Black Battery- 

Gentle 
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Gentle breezes at W, Laft night the gun ij$t 
and mortar boats arranged in two feparate dU Aug., 
viiions, briikly poured into the garrimn about 
two hundred rounds of (hot and fhdls. Our 
batteries, together with the Repulft and Van 
Guard (which are anchored off the New* Mole 
Head J gave them a generous return. The 
cannonade was fo fpirited, that the bay ap«* 
pearfcd a blaze during the.whole time. 

WiridW, Thfe morning a boat ftafldir.g 3d, 
for the Rock, was taken by the enepay's cyuiz- 
ers, and conchi&ed over the way. we could 
not give her any affiftaflce, i^ie b^ijignear two 
leagues dift^nce, 

The enemy keep bufy at work during the 5th. v 
intervals our fire ceafes, and have greatly 
ftrengtfrened their advanced approaches. From 
their proceedings we are almoft positive they 
have ether works in contemplation, On our" 
fide we have begun forming fbme additional 

* emhrazures on the hills. 

This forenoon a fail appeared in the Offing, <>tlu 
with little wind at W, The Spanijh watch- 
towers hung out the fignal of an enemy's ap* 
pearance.t-^ighteen fail of gun-boats rowed 
out from Algaziras r and when flie had come 
within two leagues of the garrifon, it fell a 
dead calm, a,nd the enemy raked her fore and 
?ft, fhowering grape both upon her ftarboard 
and larboard quarter, She plied her guns 
brifkly, and I believe would have been inevi- 
tably taken, fcad not Captain Curtis, naval 
commander, ordered the two gun boats, viz* 
the Van Guard and Repulji, the former of fix, 
?md the letter of five guns, to be towed by 

the 

* Holes in a battery through which the cJUpaon are pointed* 
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V/&v t^-ir^«o£;war%^^ the ei^nrjr, 

Aug.. whi<?fo !6tejr peifQfli^4 is* # gaflant spid qn- 
6th. dsymt^<m*9«ier> notwithstanding th<* §p(tnijk 
gw: boats: dite&ed tMr ik^r apipng th$m — 
Whefctbey h^dgoiii wftfctfi reach, th^ Meputfet 
<Jifefcasg«dhsr gro^-a^ss fooa as. the Fa# 
Guatd C39i£ *tp fhe did tfoer faipe, which pre- 
vented fhg. enemy ftoflirbpasdiflg the vdfelr— t 
a xebec, c«*tfer^ a#d feMer?£i double; gajlieat co* 
ope&iedS, aadpwred iasthoafvy fire, biat eeuld 
not <mt he* ^ifrmrt t&$ ^J^ifoi). Her feijs,. 
w4 ^itfd r plat«ly perse^e* were fo greatly, 
torn wifci* £i&f& tha£ w&$& the bree?e iprapg 
up, flie could make but little way, but ou£ 
: hQ#s;h^irig;g^a repe fyo&k Ifcr,. they towed 
he* ttidep *£*t \fraife. Sfes pr#^es to be the i^- 
/<?^ ; tto^'iftfixt^en d&ya ffom gortfmouth, 
Her; nwh i^ft W4& ih<& ■ thrpijgh with * twe^ 
ty^^-^uQ^blkIl:^'tlM: bQ#£wak* was kilW*. 
wd-Qrig'of She crew wm*aded - fecfe a. warift 
fea engagement was £g8£x i^iGwn in fight of 

on board ittftfr ha>v ; Q be£iv r &JJed <??. wpunded * 
-^Buf Bfttim* rifo ft^rbmre, nor coujdtfce; 
num&oitf :--fifcwfjn of criuigers thp leaft 4if- 
heastsnf tier Cap^aii^, #$r difpirit the, npbW 
c^ew, v&p! -,we$e; d&srnmedi rather thjaxv 
yield t&SpMifh powe**,. to; periih eyevy man*. 
Whsa &s ksd ooiTje t&m< enough for the gar**-, 
foji . to dbe^r » (who in cr T ouds had taken* poffef- 
fiofr of tfee tosUg aad Wgfet$ as fpeftators) aa 
iBceffent t :fl*w!£ng> e*afi#dj a?id huzzas, that re^ 
echoed from the Rwfe wd ikies. 

Sudb iraftarnees a* thefemuft convince tl>e> 
enena.y that the-fpintof Qntions is unparalleled,, 
a&d; that no fuperiority of power will make 
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them yield, ft tfnitt '^tAly tb6i their cou> i^B*. 
fage, and difpoffefe thefei 6F afl libpte tif ta- Aug. 
Idng Gibraltar. 

Thus Mion'% fens defy flie fttfftileToe-- * -:* , w : 

From fhore to fhore they fteer with ctmqtt'nrtg arms \ 

With Britain's royal ehfigns fpread abroad, •■• • - - • 

Oft whom the wond'rliig nations gaze .with pleasure* 

While GeorgSs Wiemies ate ftruck with dread-w 

Ye he&oring t)omi the 'Britijh fl&ndard vrtiw,< ••• „ • 

I'hat'bids ddfiantfe to yotfr ttetts -attd armies^ , • ' 

T\ T gr let ambition lead you ctn to woc> 

% But 'Hop ! before we work your overthrow. - 

WiridE. Laft^ighta, fettte^fa-Mhibrca, roth. 
fcbund to thegarrffon with fu^pfies, was ^akeh 
tiff Europa, by the Spanijh chmfers. The cijew 
h^d juft tiitle r before file was fooarded, to niake 
their efcape. The eti&iiy feeejp k tcflerableferift 
fire, and we continue to ahftoy them from 
bur batteries on the^iS. ' ... ; 

Laft* riight, between eleVeh and tweivi 16th. 
o'clock, the enemy's gun atod mortarr-boats 
triade an attack upon the fotrtfrward ; the gar- 
rifon and {hipping returned the 'fire, but un* 
fortunately, during ^Hie action, we had the 
lofs of orte man killed, and three wcrun^ed. 

Wind W. During the /cotrrfe of the night, a 1 7th. 
fchoonet got fafe in from. Fartr, Iv&h -fiindiy 
fupplies. They bring an accouift. that theene- 
rriy areVSfy -at Cadh% ift e^mpp^rlg afri ariria* 
rfteAt tb i4 agamtt this place, ahd are hourly 
in expi'ftation of being reinforced with a trthch 
fquadrbiit. , 

Laft night, feveral guns were diftmftly heard \ 9th. 
in the <Jut,f rom fckrc to eteveti 6 ? dock,- which 

..proved 
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1781 proved to be the enemy in chace q( the Kite 

Aug. cutter, from Grave/end^ arrived here fafe this 
morning* She has brought difpatches for our 
Governor* 

23d. The enemy are dittgehtly Employed in 
lengthening their approaches on the ifthmus. 
Several ftrong parties frequently appear, which 
we as regularly fire upon— From their Black 
Battery Forts St* Pbillippe> Barbara and lines, 
they keep a hot and fevere cannonade and 
bombardment— two foldiers killed this day. 

*8th. Laft night, there being a fmooth fea, the 
Spanifb gun and mortar-boats came over from 
Algaziras^ and fired brifldy for the fpace of 
two hours and upwards. The garrifon, fhip- 
ing, and two advanced gun-boats or prams, 
made a very good return, but all ineffectual to 
prevent their annoyance. A fliell unfortu- 
nately fell into the artillery-ward at Naval- 
Hoipital, and killed a matrofs, who was in- 
capable of getting out of bed, owing to having 
his leg and thigh broke by the enemy's fire 
fome time pail, of which he daily languiflied : 
the fliell dropped by the fide of his cradle, 
fpitting forth its fulphureous venom, and in 
tjiat tormenting fituation, he was compelled to 
remain and wait the mercy of the explofion. 
You may judge what muft be hjs feeling in 
that predicament, without friends, help, or 
ftrength to make his efcape from fo irrefiftible 
a foe. The inexprefilble agonies he muft have 
experienced during the fhort interval of life, 
certainly were beyond the power of utterance, 
or the delineations of a pen to give a juft de- 
fcription : after having uttered a few ejacula- 
tions to heaven, tlje unmerciful demon burlt 

in 
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in pieces, and extinguiflied thofc fparks of life 1784 
that were unexpired in the wounded man. Aug. 

Nothing extraordinary this month from the 30^ 
land or fea ; every thing is perfe&ly quiet in 
Tefpect to ftorming us. The Stanijh batteries 
continue their ufual fire, both from their lines 
and ifthmus. We expeft* every wefterly wind, 
to behold the grand armament appear in the 
Offing from Cadiz, to give the decifive blow.— 
General Elioti has made every poffible arrange* 
ment of ordnance, for a determined oppofi- 
tion ; and, I hope, whenever the trial comes, 
that our arms will be crowned with vi&orious 
4ucce& 

/ OftU, 

Dear Brother, 

Sincerely yours. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Gibraltar. 
^Dear Brother, 

DEATH and Slaughter continue to be our Sept* 
vifitants— on every hand impending xuin 
hourly awaits. The'Spaniards keep up their ufual 
fire upon us, fcemingly ftudioufly meditating 
<mr overthrow 4 not only the garrifon of 'Gib- 
raltar, but alfo the Tfland of Minorca, has ex- 
tited their attention. From this it is evident 
they- are aiming at clearing the Mediterranean 
^f his Britannic Majefiy's land and fea-forces, 

but 
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i 781 but it is Tibpedi that t!heTr endeavours to efFe& 
Sept. thefe puifljores, will fall fhort of the clefired 

fuccefs. 
5th. This forenoon*, a ^panjjh cartel bfought over 

'tfte Matron of the boat taken the third of Au- 

f' uft laft, from whom we learn^ that the French 
ave landed an army oh the illand of Minorca, 
with an intent to work the reduction of that 
place ; and St is cufrehftly reported in Spain, 
that the Due cte'Crillon had commenced a bom- 
bardment "therfc. . Several wounded invstfiels 
were embarked on ihip-boir4 by oVder 6f tie 
Governor, oh their paflage for England, the 
third inftant. - 

The enemy are ^efy *bufy on the ifthmus, 
employed at work, forwarding their labours— 
the tracts of feveral carts have been difcovered 
on the fatod* between the lines and Mill-Bat- 
tery, fo that we imagine they were carrying 
ordnance or materials for their batteries. 

7th. Arrived from the eaftward a xebec and two 
gallies, they have anchored on the oppofite 
fide. , The Enemy's iire -cofrtifmes. Three men 
were wounded this afternoon by the explofion 
of fcftell. 

1 2th. This morning the Sponiijh ftjuadrbh tvas 
dreffed out witn variety of colours* and at 
noon the forts, lines, and Black Battery gave 
"us a falute of twenty-feven gunS with fliot : 
The troops in camp were arranged in Krie, aha 
fired a feu de joye, which they repeated three 
times, together with the Shipping at JtJgaziras. 
We cannot imagine the caufe of this rej6idftg, 
as It is not one of their Saint's days. 

£6th. Wind E. The invalids that were embark- 
ed' under the care of Lieutenant Lcwe of 

'».■■•■ the. 
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the 1 2th regiment, failed laft night to the 178 1 
Weftward. Sept. 

The enelfcy c6irtlntte a brtfk cannonade — 
We return the fire moderately. 

Laft night the Sp&nijh gun and mortar-boats 18th. 
ftole over, and fired upwards of three hundred 
rounds of fliot andfttelfe— the garrifon and 
fhipping kept up an inceffant difcharge of 
ordnance, but unluckily^ during the action we 
had four meh bounded. 

Some titfie in the courfe of the night* a car - 
£afs, fifed from Willis's, upon the works dn 
the ifthmUs, fet them bn fife, which burnt 
for near an hour-* 1 We took this opportunity 
of making a fiirious cannonade, which the 
enemy par ti&ilariy acknowledged* 

We difeov£red this morning a new work* 
"Weft fide of St. Garbs, extended towards 
the fhore. It 'is not fufficiently executed to 
form a judgment of the conftruraon. 

A xebec and feveral fmall cfaft failed this 
morning from Algaziras to the Eaftwatrd, where ' 
they are obferved dfuizing backwards and for- 
wards, in expectation of tafeeting fome prey* 

Between nine and ten o'clock laft night, a 19th. 
&ell fired from St. Carlos's battery, on the ifth- 
tnus, entered a houfe near South Line-wall guar d 
—-Majors Mercier and Vtgnoks of the 39th re- 
giment, and Captain Burke of the 58th regk 
ment (Town-Major of the garrifon) were fit- 
ing round a table in a room when the Iheii 
defcended with fatal deftruftion, which falling 
on the thighs of the latter, greatly mutilated 
them, and wounded the two other Majors :— 
the rubbifh which fell from the ceiling by the 
forcible entry, extinguished the candle, and 

I the 
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1 781 the only lieht remaining was the igneous fu«e 
Sept, of the fhefl. Majors Mercler and Vignoles in 
jcjtli. their wounded condition, inftantly arofe to 
cfcape, when taking hold of Captain Burke> 
they found hifti in a ftate apparently deprived 
of a&ion or expreffion. Self prefervation be- 
came neceffary, (one minute longer delay pro- 
bably would have terminated their exiftence ) 
they inftantly retreated in pain, from the fcene 
of mifery, which they had fcarce effected, when 
the fhell burft with furious explofion, and tofs- 
ed the Town-Major from the place where he 
had fallen, to another part of the room : He ' 
was foon after removed in a mangled and torn 
condition, which feelingly effected the foldiers, , 
who carried hiin from that place to the Naval 
Hofpital, where he fooa afterwards expired, 
in the mod excruciating agony. 

In vifiting the houfe hi the morning, the 
walls were fotmd Shattered, befprinkled with 
his blood, and part of his flefh fticking to the 
rukis of the roof. 

You will pardon me in attempting to draw 
the outlines of fo worthy and defcrving an 
officer. 

He was bold, vigilant, enterprizing, and 
>vdl difciplined. Aftive and fevere in his fta* 
lion, and attentive to an impartial difcharcje 
of the duty he owed his country, but to do 
juftice to his eminent abilities, my talents are 
too inadequate, I muft therefore leave it to 
fome able writer, who knew his private, as 
well as public virtues. His lofs will be long 
regretted by fociety ?— by his country in gene- 
ral, and this garrifon in particijlar. 

While 
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While the attendants drove to bind his wounds, 178 i 

He fatient gaz'd around, with placid eyes, Sept. 

'Til! wearied Nature finking with her load, 1 9th. 

Refifted — ftruggled — worn out with th' encounter, 
Refign'd her charge unto the tyrant Death ; 
His foul unfetter'd, unincuhiber'd fled, 
To the bleft manfions of eternal peace. 



The enemy kept up a brifk fire the whole 
of laft night, which was as fpiritedly returned 
by our batteries, and when the above intelli- 
gence had reached the feveral pofts, revenge 
operated fo powerfully, that our cannonade 
continued till the morning, very hot. We 
had feveral men wounded, during the night. 

Sailed the Helena floop, and Kite cutter, to 
the Weftward. 

This day, between eleven and one o'clock, 
a foldier was executed for theft* He died 
ieexningly infenfible of his fituation. 



GARRISON ORDERS- 20th. 

Captain James Foulis of the j$d regiment l , is ap- 
pointed Tewn-J\4ajor> vice Major Burke deceafed. 

This day we had feveral men killed from 
the land-fire — the enemy continue briftdy at 
work on the Weft fide of St. Carlos. 

1 2 GARRISON 
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„. GARRISON ORDERS. 

Sept. The ration of proviftons from Monday the 14th 
-a i ft. in/l. feven pounds of Breads and half ditto Beef 
one ditto Pork, fix ounces Butter, twelve ditto 
Cheefe, (in lieu of one pound Beef J three pints of 
Oatmeal, three ditto Feafe, one and quarter ditU 
of Wheat \ in lieu of one pint Peafe. 

124th. Laft night the enemy's gun and mortar- 
boats c^ipe over, and tired near three hun- 
dred rounds, but moftty fhells-^-they did not 
do any eonfiderablp dajnage to the fouthward. 
Our prams discovered them pretty early, and 
nude a Very free return : — the firing from 
the garrUbn £t them was chiefly from the 
Njew Mole and South Bqftion — >We took the ad* 
vantage to fire during their ftay, into their 
camp, from the extremity of the Devil* s Tongue* 
The enemy flrcuji the land-fide keep up the 
bombardment and c^nnon^de, a t nd are atten- 
tively employed at \vorfs on the ifthmus, im- 
proving and advancing their lines of approach. 

25th. Wind W. Arrived the Flying Fijh cutter, 
froip England, A xebefc chanced her under the 
garrifon guns, and exchanged feveral fliot 
with her, but could not prevent her from en- 
tering the port. During the courfe of the 
night, the merlons (that have been heightened) 
off ForUBarbara, took fire, which occafioned 
the garrifon to pour in a great quantity of 
Ihpt and fliells. 

A few lrpall veffels. arrived at the Orange* 
Grove — It is likely they have brought provifion 
for the Spanijh camp, as tl^eir army muft caufe 
a great confumption in the province of Anda* 

luftO) 
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fti/ia, which at beft is but poor, and badly fup- 1781 
plied with cattle. Sept. 

The enemy have not ceafecF firing thefe five 30th. 
days, but have kept up a regular and deter- 
mined cannonade: They have not killed and 
wounded many, though aperfon WOuld think . 
it impoffible for a bird to efcape* amidft 
fuch fhowers of &ot. t)n the fea-fide all is 
quiet, nor has any Clipping of force appeared, 
either from Eaft or Weft to molefi us* Tlie 
enemy ar6 very tedious in commencing tli6 
ftorm, and really our expe&ation begins to 
tire. They have^bomtarded us now near fix 
mojiths, and General Alvarez is aS far from ta- 
king poffefltion of the garrifon as he was at fiirft, 
although they have difcharged from their bat- 
teries, according to the neareft calculation, be- 
tween thirty and forty thoufarid rounds of fliot 
and Ihells. He may view the rock witli his 
perfpecHve, from the camp of St. Roque* but 
if he wifties to examine the workmanship 
of the walls, and the ftrength of the fortifica- 
tion, he muft come much nearer, or return 
without the gratification of his curiofity. 

J remain^ 

Bear Brother^ 

djfcftiona&ty Tours. 



LETTEIt 
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LETTER XXV. 
Dear Brother, 



Gibraltar* 



1 78 1 TJ'VERY thing remains much in the fame 
Oft. 5. -*-* fituation as when I finiflied my laft letter. 
Admiral Bar cello and his fquadron occupy tha 
port of Algazirasj from whence now and then 
a xebec or -galley will occafionlly pufli out, 
merely to command refped. We have not 
obferved a fignal on the Spanijh towers at Ca- 
britta a long time, but we expert, whenever 
the naval power fails from Cadiz harbour, it 
will be immediately noifed along the coaft. 
The foldiery appear impatient for the grand 
attack, and attentively watch the variation of 
the wind, as a wefteiiy breeze only will waft 
their armament to the place of a&ion. 

7th* Very little wind at W* Laft night the gun 
and mortar-boats came over, and fired excef- 
five brifk upon the fouthward : the garrifon 
and fhipping returned the fame, but the ene*- 
my did not do any damage on fhore. We 
fired feveral fliells into their camp from Old 
Mole-Head. The enemy keep working on the 
ifthmus, and maintain the land cannonade 
with fury. 

l©th. This day the enemy fired upon us witk 
great warmth, which was freely returned by 
tne batteries upon the hill. Unfortunately 
during the time, a fhell, which burft, killed 
Enfign Stevens of the 39th regiment — Several 
men were wounded by the fplinters of fliells. 

The 
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The Flying Fijh cutter, which arrived here 17H* 
the 25th of September, failed, unperceived by Oft. 
the enemy. 

Wind E. This day the enemy's line of bat- 1 ith. 
tie fhips failed to the weftward. From this 
circumftance, we conclude that the fleet equip- 
ing at Cadiz is deftined to act againft fome 
other place, or there could not be any neceffity 
to remove thofe fliips from their ftation. On 
the land* fide the enemy keep up the fire, anc| 
this day it is reported an additional mortar 
was mounted in St. Carlos. We fired very hot 
on their advanced works. 

The enemy, yefterday afternoon, had feme 1 7th. 
artillery-practice in their camp, but we could 
not particularly make out the meaning, as we 
only obferved fome fmoke, and heard the re- 
port of the ordnance. On the ifthmus feveral 
working parties continue their labours, which 
the batteries unremittingly fire upon. 

This day a hot cannonade was kept up on 20th. 
both fides for many hours-^Lieutenant Tinlin, 
Aififtant-Engineer, and four foldiers, were 
wounded thereby. Our fire apparently put 
the enemy frequently in confufion, as feveral 
men were feen carrying on bearers along, the 
fhore toward their camp,. 

This day there- was a general change of zi&. 
quarters with the foldjuery — thofe regiments 
quartered ia town marched and tookpoffefr 
lion of the Southward encampments, and the 
others marched for the towh-diihi&t Arrived 
a xebec from the Weft at Algaziras. The ene- 
my as ufual keep up the fire. 

This morning we difcovered the enemy-had 2 2d 
finifhed a battery of fix embrasures Jfrom MitU 

Tower y 
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1 78 1 Tower, towards the Weft ftrand ; which, they 
Oft. began on the i§th September* It faces the 
Old Mole and Water-Port, and is conftru&ed on 
purpofe for the annoyance of thofe pofts. We 
fired very warm upon it from Montague's bad 
tion, and the upper batteries. 
33d* Laft night two foldiers defertedfromus to 
the enemy ; they cannot carry any intelligence 
that will prove prejudicial to the welfare of the 
garrifon* 

About two this afternoon, a great firing was 
heard in the Gut-— the Spenifh towers had a red 
flag hoifted, and feveral gallies puihed from 
Jlgaziras to the weftward.^-We fear fome un* 
fortunate veflel, deftined for thh place, hasi 
faHen into the enemy's, clutches* 

*4th.. This day we had the pleafure to fet the ene* 
y&fh new w6rk on fire, by howitzer-fhelfa 
from Montagu/ s baftion, which Qccafioned the 
enemy to redouble their cannonade from their 
forts and tines* With much difficulty, danger, 
and lofe, they got the fire extinguifhed : on 
©us fide we had fome few wounded, 

35th. Juaft night the enemy covered the embra- 
amres of their new battery with fand and fat 
cines; from this it is evident that the platforms 
for the cannon are not laid; it will therefore be 
fome days before they can have them niounted 
for a&ion. We give them a plentiful discharge 
of fmall fhells, which muft prove very diiad* 
vanta^eous tq them in their proceedings. 

A report i& now receive^ from the batteries^ 
that a Spanijk*b&cer (as they could plainly per- 
ceive his uniform) was knocked off the Mill* 
Battery as he was ftanding upon the glacis, ta- 
king an Qbfervation of our works*. There k 

not 
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not any doubt but he was an engineer, whkh 1781 
will be a lofs to the enemy, as they have fome Oct* 
of the moft celebrated for fortification now in 
their fervice. . 

A heavy fire all night from the Black Battery, 26th. 
forts, and lines, This day, Lieutenant Vicars, 
of the 56th regiment, received a wound* The 
Spanijh galiies that foiled to the weft the 23d. 
inftant, have returned to their old ftation. 

Wind W. About elevea this forenoon a fail 30th, 
. appeared ftanding for the Bay, Two Spanijh 
cruizers under Apt's HHl feed a fignal gun, 
upon which eleven gun^boats falHed out from 
Algaziras, When they came up with her, £he 
opened her ports, and difebarged feveral rounds 
of grape, and continued firing till {he came 
pretty near Enropa, where the enemy boarded 
her, and carried her pfF in triumph. She was 
an Engfijh cutter, and fought well, nor accord- 
ing to opinion, would flie have been captured 
had not the wind dropped* The enemy kept 
yp a fpirited fire from the land fide. 

Laft night arrived, with a frefh breeze at 31ft. 
Weft, the Unicorn cutter, and four other vef- 
fels, from Faro, laden with fruit and poultry, 
a very feafonable and excellent fupply, as the 
garrifon are very much necefiUated for vegeta- 
bles, fruit, and frefh diet. The New Mole 
wharf, this morning, was quite crowded, every 
one being anxious to buy Something, although 
the articles fold at 2*n exorbitant rate : onions 
fold for fix rials pa* pound (two (hillings and 
five pence farthing) oranges and lemons one 
rial eight quarts each (feven pence halfpenny 
fterlmg) the poultry at the ufual prices, viz. 
three dollars and an half for a hen. Common 

green * 
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1 78 1 green tea, brought by the Unicorn, fold for 
Oct. fourteen dollars per pound (two pounds five 
31ft. fliillings and fixpence) and a loaf of fugar five 
dollars, nearly feventeen fliillings per pound. 
This is rare traffic ! We hppe thetfe times will 
nQt laft long, and a communication will be 
opened, fo that fiipplies may be brought in and 
fold at a moderate price ; or, fliould they con* 
tinue, the garrifon wiU, of courfe, be exhauft* 
ed of all cafh in a fhort time. 

The enemy l^eep up a conftant fire— Their 
works on the ifthmus are going forward, and 
their naval and military force remains juft the 
fame. 

This month is finifhed without any great ex,-* 
ploits, or coming to clofe quarters.. 

lam, 

Dear Brother, 

; t AffeSianatety yours*. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Gibraltar^ 



Dear Brother, 

Nov. 3 r T 1 HREE days more elapfed without any 
-*■ particular circumftance intervening, nor 
lias the enemy appeared to be fo attentive t& 
their labours. The iiege is continued by our 
opponents, who adopt every meafure to dif- 
trefs us, notwithftanding which, the Britijb 
troops apparently difrcgacd the threatning foe;, 

1 wha 
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who thunder forth their vengeance every 1781 
hour. Nov. 

The foldiery are very much afflitted with 
the fcurvy, owing to the fait diet, and fome of 
them fo bad that they have loft the entire ufe 
of their limbs, and reprefent the pi&ure of de- 
crepid old age. Our Governor has humanely 
ordered the direftoj of the hofpital, to ferve 
4>ut daily to the furgeons of the feveral corps, 
one pound of onions for every ten men, and two 
lemons or oranges for every man in the fcurvy. 
v rhis, it is hoped, will contribute greatly to 
their cure. 

The gun and mortar boats came over, and 4th* 
difcharged all their ammunition upon the gar- 
rifon, while the land batteries took part in the 
cannonade. An incefiant fire on every fide 
continued for upwards of two hours, during 
\Vhich time Enfign Edgar of the 56th, and 
Lieutenant John Fraxer of the 73d regiments, 
\Vere wounded — the latter loft a leg by a fhot 
from the Black Battery; feveral foldiers alfo 
were wounded. 

Nine fettees came from the Weft, and an- 
chored at the Orange Grave — We fuppofe them 
to be market boats. 

Yefterday we fired from the garrifon at a 9th* 
Danijb dogger, that came nearly under the 
guns, but could not make her ftand in. On 
the land fide the enemy fired exceffively warm, 
which was answered from Willis's and the up- 
per batteries. This morning we difcovercd 
that the enemy had ere&ed another battery on 
the ifthmus, feemingly fronting our lines — 
They are determined to have a fuilicient num. 
hex of pieces of ordnance mounted for batter- 
ing our walls. Wind 
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1 78 1 Wind W. Arrived at New Mole the Pb&- 

Nov. nix ordnance cutter, with Brigadier-Generai 

13th. Rofs, paffcngen She hada bttifh with a cruizer 

at the entrance of the Bay, but not of xtif 

confequence— Her intelligence is kept very fe- 

cret. 

This forenoon a c&ttef from the weftwaf d 
was chafed by a frigate and thfee gillies, but 
before fee could reafch th£ garrifonftie wis be- 
calmed and bdarded: She piied her guns in 
a fpirited manrieir, but the fuperiority of 
power obliged her to yield. The enemy 
brought her into Algaziras, under her efcfigft 
reverted. 

A very heavy fife from $e land batteries, 
direfted towards the hill and town, dtffing 
which we had the lofeof two men kilted, and 
three wounded. 
14th. A brilk fire from the liri<& and forts. — The 
enemy worked' very hard laft night on the 
ifthmus, and completed the battery they began 
on the 9th inft. We fired feveral th&teen 
inch fliells upon them this morning. 
1 6th. Thi$ day a fhell, fired from St. Carlos, fell 
near George Phardo's vineyard, where it burft, 
but did not do any damage. A fpBriter df 
another, which exploded in the air, ftruck the 
fouth end of the naval holpitel, which is near 
four thoufand yards ; a mc&ft incredible dis- 
tance for pieces of ordnance to reach. The 
enemy fired very briffc upon our yofks from 
all the ordnance they have mounted ; they 
did much damage to Willis's Battery, and 
wounded Lieutenant Evans, an affiftant cftgi>- 
fleer, though not dangeroufty. 

The 
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The enemy continue their long-range flietis 1781 
\ipon the fouthward, which is of great annoy- Nov* 
ance. Laft night a fheU fell under the platform 1 8 th. 
^)f a tent where two.corporals were afleep, when 
the intolerable fume and ftench of the burning 
compofition awakened them, nor could they 
imagine from whence the fmoke proceeded* 
Thefhell entered under the boards, when they 
opened the tent door to let in the air, to pre* 
vent being fuffocated, at that inftantit explod- 
ed and blew them fome yards, without receive 
ing any injury ; they fliortly recovered from 
their furprize, and turned their eyes to the 
place where the tent had flood, but the tent 
and tent-poles, &c. could not be feen, 
they being torn to pieces, and fcattered in 
many places* In this naked fituation they 
began a fearch for their wearing apparel, but 
only found the cuff of a coat in one place, part 
of a fleeve in another, and their flioes parched 
to a cinder* Thus forlorn they began to con- 
sole each other, when Corpora! R-b~ds-n ex- 
claimed, D— * n it, I don't care for the lofs of my 
clothes, but all my money is gone ! 

„ You probably wiK imagine, that a man who 
had £b fortunately efcaped fuch imminent dan- 
ger, would hav« beca thankftjl to the all-ruling 
Power for his prefervation, and not inftantane- 
oufly lament his pecuniary lofc ; but the be- 
fieged have been fo long inured to the cafual- 
ties of battle, that its effect is little regarded. 
Should death be eonftantly held in view, it 
might fomewhat tend to difpoffefs the lbldier 
of that fpirit of heroifm, fo neceffary for the 
fculinefs of fighting. 

Came 
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1 78 1 Came in two deferters from the enetny'a 
Nov. Walloon Guards, one of them is a corporal, and 
2i. feems to be an intelligent man. He fays there 
are twenty-one thoufand men in the camp, 
waiting the arrival of the naval power, to ftorm 
this place : he has given the General a clear 
and exact defcription pf the works on the ifth- 
, mus, and the construction of 5/. Carlos, toge- 
ther with an account of the ftrength of their 
guards and working parties, that are employed 
daily. 

The enemy continue to throw their long 
rangers.* Laft night a fliell fell at the door 
of the barrack on the Mole Parade, where it 
exploded^ forced the door open, and broke all 
the windows. The hand of Providence was vi- 
fible in the difcharge of this fliell, for, had it 
been a yard more to the left, it muft have 
fallen into the barracks, where two companies 
of foldiers are quartered. 
23d. The long rangers ftill vifit the South. One 
fell in Colonel Cochrane'* quarters on Scud-hill^ 
but did not do any damage : another near the 
magazine on the Mole Parade, and feveral into, 
the Mole Tard, and within the boom. We 
keep a conftant fire upon their works, b\it 
they are fo well intrenched, that we cannot 
filence them. 
26th. The enemy keep rattling away with guns 
and mortars, and feemingly take a pleafure in 
reaching the fouthward. Several (hells have 
fallen this forenoon about South Shed, and 
Princefs of Wales' j lines : they cannot reach fur- 
ther 

* A phrafe made ufe of by the foldiery, for the incrc- . 
dible length the enemy throw their (hells. 
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ther only when there is a ftrong northerly 1781 
>vind, which forces the fliell with a greater ve- Nov* 
locity. We fired feveral times at their work- 
ing parties on the ifthmus. 

This evening, the garrifon were highly de- 
lighted with the general orders. It is whifper- 
ed, that the information given by the corporal 
that came in the 21ft inftant, has induced the 
Governor to make a trial of Britifh valour. 

EVENING GARRISON ORDERS. 

All the grenadiers and light-infantry, and all the 
men of the 1 2th, and Hardenberg*s regiments, offi- 
cers and non-cqmmijjioned officers, now on duty, to 
be unmediately called in and join their regiments, to 
form a detachment, conftfiing of the 1 2th and Har- 
denberg 9 s regiments, compleat — The grenadiers and 
light companies of all the other regiments (who are 
to be compleated to their full eflablifhment from the 
battalion companies) one captain, three lieutenants, 
ten non-commiffioned officers, and one hundred ar- 
tillery, three engineers, feven officers overfeers, 
twelve non-commiffioned overfeers, and one hundred 
andfixty workmen from the line, excepting from 
the 12th and Hardenberg's regiments, and forty 
workmen from, the artificer company — Each man to 
carry thirty-nine rounds or more, a good flint in his 
piece, and another in his pocket — No drums, except 
tzvo with t/je 12th, and two with Hardenberg's — 
Nofwords — The whole to affemble on the Red Sands 
at twelve o'clock this night— The wine houfes to be 
Jhut up at fix o'clock, and all the foldiers to repair 
to their quarters — Brigadier Rofs to command the 
detachment — No volunteers will be allowed — Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Dackcnhaufcn, Hugo,,Trigge, and 

• Majcr 
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1 78 1 Major Maxwell, to meet the Governor at the Field 
Nov. Officers ro&m, at the Sonth, as f&ofi as pofftbie* 
26th. The troops intended fir the Stftee to he forntedas 

follows t 

Right. Lieutenant-Colofrel Httgo y Greriadiers 
of Redens and LdMett's, Workmen, Artillery, 
Hardenbergs Regiment, Light Company 56th 
Regiment* * 

Centre* Lieutenant - Colonel Dackenhaufen, 
Grenadiers and Light Company 39th and 73d 
Regiments, Workmen, Artillery, Grenadiers 
of the 56th and 58th Regiments, Major 
Maxwell. 

Left. Lieutenant -Cotond Tfiggp* Grena- 
diers and Light Infantry 7 2d Regiment, Sea- 
men, Artillery, 12th Regiment, Light Com* 
pany 58th Regiment, 

27th* This morning at two o'clock, the detach* 
ment of officers, non-commiffioned officers 
and men, nnder the command of Brigadier- 
General Rofsy marched from the Red Sands > 
where they had affembled, through Bay-ftdi 
and Lower Forbes**, to ftorm the enemy's ad- 
vanced works—- The wordjleady was the coun* 
terfign. The Spanijh centinels, pofted in the 
Gardens, foon difcovered the Englifh troops 
advancing, upon which they fired their muf- 
quets to ipread the alarm, and then retreated 
to St. Carlos. The Britijb army, in a fpirited 
and intrepid manner, ruflied on, and, after 
fome oppofition, gained pofleffiofi of the Spa- 
nijh works, which ftruck fuch a panic to the 
enemy, that the greateft part ftatroned to de* 
fend the place fled with confternation to the 

lines # 
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lines, to mike a pofition of defence, not ap- 1781 
prehendipg fo unexpected a vifit, while the Nov. 
others fell from the fire of our mufquetry. 27 th. 
The bufinefs now commenced, the workmen 
and feamen begah Svith their tomahawks,* de- 
vils § , and warlike combuftables, to fet the 
batteries on fire, while the artillery fpiked up 
ten mortars, and eighteen pieces of cannon, 
during which one of the former happened to 
go off, and fent a fliell to the fouthward ; in 
a few minutes the ifthmus appeared an entire 
blaze, from the fire of their confuming batte- 
ries, and the reflection of the light was fo great, 
that a perfon could have read upon our 
batteries. Thus fuccefsful, the whole body 
gave three huzzas, which confequently muft 
fenfibly aggravate and vex the foe. We kept 
up a hot cannonade from the garrifon, upon 
their two forts and Barrier-gate, to cover' our 
men, and prevent their fallying out. A regi- 
ment of horfe appeared near Fort-Barbary, but 
after they had made feveral feints to come on, 
they thought prudent to retire. The enemy 
fired upon the detachment with round and 
grape, but their cannon, for want of being 
fufficiently depreffed, had not the defired ef- 
fect, as moft of the fhot flew over our people's 
heads. Our gallant and veteran Governor, # 
accompanied by Captain Curtis, went out to be - 
an eye-witnefs of the tranfaction ; and when 
the bufinefe was fully accomplifhed, he fmiling- 
ly faid to Captain Curtis, " How beautiful the 
K Rock 

# Small hatchets, having a (harp point on the back. 

§ An inflammable compofition bound in fmall bundles, 
which, after the bands of the fafcines are cu^ are ftuck 
ia between the openings. 
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1 78 1 Rock appears by the light of the glorious fire." An 
Nov. officer and feveral Spanijh foldiers were put to 
27th. the fword : an artillery officer was made pri- 
foner attempting to efcape with the keys of 
the powder magazines, which were immediate- 
ly opened, to give the fire of the batteries a 
communication to the ammunition ; after 
which the keys were delivered to our Gover- 
nor on the ifthmus, by Captain Whetham, of 
the Royal Artillery. 

The datachnrent having done all that men 
could do, retreated to the garrifon with the 
fatisfa&ion of deftroying, in fifteen minutes, 
a work eftimated at three million of dollars, 
bringing with them prifoners, one fub-lieute- 
nant oi Walloon Guards, (Baron lielmftai) 
one fub-lieutenant of Artillery, and ten Men : 
with the fmall lofs on our fide of four men 
killed, one officer, (Lieutenant Tweedie of the 
1 2 th Foot, who received a grape-fhot in his 
thigh) two ferjeants and twenty-two men 
wounded, and one man miffing. The enemy 
had only recovered their furprize, and beat to 
arms, when the detachment was repaffing off 
LandporUgate, fo that you will fey we were ex- 
• peditious in deduction. Several of the Spa- 
nijh powder magazines blew up after the re- 
treat of the BritiJ/j troops. 

The General expreffed the great eft approba- 
tion of the officers and men, which you will 
perceive by the following 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The bravery and conduft of the whole detach- 
merit, officers, feamen, and foldiers, on this glorious 
Qccafioyi; furpaffes the Gcvcrnci-'s utmofi acknoiv- 
kdgmznts. STAT£ 
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STRENGTH of the DETACHMENT 

THAT MADE THI* SORTEE. 
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in the differeent Corps in before-men- 
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1781 The enemy's works burnt very furioufly lH 
Nov. yefterday afternoon and nihgt; and are ftill 
28th. on fire. They laft night fired very vwarm, 
with grape fhot, on the ifthmus,. fuppomig we 
were again advancing, until a fhell difcharged 
from the upper batteries on St. Carlos con- 
vinced them that we had not any men there. 
A large body of men yefterday evening march- 
ed from their camp to the lines, to reinforce 
the different pofts, apprehending we fhould pay 
them a vifit in that quarter. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The Adjutant-General having laid before the 
Governor the following note from Brjgadier-General 
Rofs, he is pleafed to direft that the fame Jhall be 
infer ted in the orders of the. day. 

Brigadier Rofs begs of the Adjutant-General, 
that he would mention to the Governor his mojl 
humble reqicejl, that his Excellency would be pleafed 
to accept of the Brigadier's warmefi acknowledg- 
ment of the great honor conferred on him, by com- 
manding the detachment that formed the Sortee. To 
the Officers, and every one of whom, he would wijh 
to make the mqfl public avowal of their firm good 
behaviour on the occafion. 

30th.*} The enemy yefterday and to-day have been 
viewing the aflies of their late works, and with 
penitential tears, moaning their irretrievable 
lofs, and endlefs difgrace. We keep up a 
(mart fire at prefent, and it is afferted, that it 
will be continued, to prevent the enemy from 
repairing the damage their batteries have re- 
ceived. General Alvarez, there is not any 

doubt 
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doubt, will ftudy mifchiefin retaliation, and 1781 
exert all his intellectual faculties in the promo- Nov. 
tion of plans, projects, ftratagems, and inven- 30th. 
tion^ to gain revenge \ but while fuccefs 
fmiles upon our arras, and glory founds from 
fliore to fhore, the tranfporting melody infpires 
with defperate animation, and invigorates the 
warrior's zeal to fuch a degree, that fleets, ar- 
mies, camps, garrifons, forts, batteries, and 
intrenchments, with all the hoftile pomp, and 
threatnings of the foe, are difregarded, and. 
itamped with contempt. 

J am 9 

Dear Brother > 

With the greaieji affefthn. 

Tours, Esfa 



LETTER/ XXIVU. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother* 

THE enemy have not begun repairing their Dec* 
late approaches, but feemingly intend it, 
as fevcral parties unarmed frequently make 
their appearance. They return a fpirited fire 
from their^ lines and forts, but their ifthmus 
bombardment, alas ! is over.. 

Wind W. S. W. Three men of war, con- 3^ 
voying twenty-one fail of merchantmen paffed 

through 
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1 78 1 through from the Weftward. About thirty 

Dec. f^il to the Eaftward attempting alfo to pafs ta 
the Weftward, but were forced to put back.— 
It is conjectured they are both French convoys. 
7th. Wind S. W. This day an Englijh cutter 
was captured by the enemy's gun boats, after 
an hour's fpirited fire on both fides. She 
crouded all the fail fha pofiibly could, but the 
wind having dropped almoft to a calm, the 
earrifon and fhippi#g were incapable of aflift- 
mg her* 

9th. Wind E. This forenoon two frigates (one 
French and one Spanljh) arrived from the Eafl> 
ward at Algaziras ; and this afternoon about a 
dozen large fettees arrived at the Orange Grove. 
The enemy haye done nothing particular on 
the ifthmus. 

nth. This morning we perceived the Spaniards 
had begun repairing the ruins of St. Carlos x 
and that feveral parties were bufily employed. 
We accordingly difch^rged a confiderable quan- 
tity of grape Ihot and fmall fhells upon them, 
which made theiji d^fift from their labour. 

A fmall fioop was this forenoon taken off 
Tarifa, by a galley and three gun boats. It is 
likely that fhe was bound for this place. 

13th. Wind N. E.; Laft night failed the Unicorn, 
cutter, for England, the breeze being very ftiff, 
fuppofed fhe got through the gut. 

14th. Ihe Phoenix cutter, yefterday morning 
flipped out of New Mole, and proceeded on 
her paffage to England. The breeze was fa- 
vourable from the Eaft. Ihe enemy have 
not detached any cruizers to the Weftward, 
probably they confider thefe two cutters not 
\yorth the purfuit. 

"The 
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The Spaniards occafionally labour at repair- 1781 
ing their works, but when they obferve the Dec. 
flafh of our ordnance, they immediately get 19th. 
under cover, but we endeavour to annoy them 
with our fmall fhells, which drop into their 
works, and^ then burft : thefc confequently 
muft be fatal to them, as their traverfes wei^e 
all confumed together with the gabions and 
fafcinfs of all their advanced works The 
Spaniards continue their ufual fire both by 
day and night, 

Wind W. During the Courfe of the night, 20th. 
two veffels arrived with fupplies of butter, po- 
tatoes, and beef, from Pdrtf?nouth, havine had 
a paffage of twenty days. They bring intel- 
ligence, that the day before they left Faro, they 
heard the accounts of the victorious fally from 
the garrifoi}, papers having been received there 
upon the intercftjng fubjeft. 

Several bundles of fafcines were brought 
frQm the lines to the ifthmus laft night, and 
the fand thrown up in many places. The ene- 
my apparently have forgot their defeat, and 
that they ever had ere&ed advanced works ; 
or furely the recolle&ion would prevent them 
from any further attempts to conftruft others 
in their place. 

Laft night, it being a brifk Levanter, Major sift. 
General Rofs (appointed to that rank by His 
Majefty's command, and declared in the Gar- 
rifon orders of yefterday) failed from hence on 
his paffage to Portugal, from whence he will 
take Clipping for England, where there is 
not the leaft doubt but he will be received 
\yith eclat j and every mark df approbation, 

from 
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178 1 from a grateful nation, for his bravery and 

Dec. Angular fervicc, on the 27th of laft November. 

2 1 ft. The Spaniards are very bufy on the ifthmus, 
and have repaired a great part of the ruins of 
their late works : — They fcem determined on 
their re-conftruction, notwithftanding our hea- 
vy and fpirited fire from Willis's and the upper 
batteries. The Black Battery and Fort St. PbiU 
lippe kept up an inccflant cannonlde all this 
morning upon the garrifon. 

a$d. Wind E. Arrived a frigate, floop, cutter, 
and feveral xebecs from the caftward, and an- 
chored between Orange-Grove and Algaziras. 
A fettee was taken off Ccuta point, by a galley „ 
and carried in there. 

24th. Wind W. N. W. Pafledby a convoy of neu- 
trals, in all about 30 fail. — The enemy hoifted 
a fignal at Cabritta, not knowing who they 
were, upon which a xebec went out and fpoke 
to them. 

*gth. This morning early, died in the naval hof- 

5)ital,' Baron Helmjlat, taken prifoner at St Car- 
osj on the 27th laft month, and who fince had 
a leg amputated, owing to a wound he recdv-. 
ed by a mufquet-ball in that aftion. The corps 
was dreffed in full uniform, according to the 
Spanijh cuftom, and the General and principal 
officers, walked in folemn proceffion to the 
Neiv-Mole, where a flag of truce waited to con- 
vey the body to the Orange-Grove : A band of 
mime playing a dirge, and a company of gre^ 
nadiers, efcortcd the decorated bier to the wa- 
ter's edge, and upon the corpfe being lowered 
into the boat, the latter fired three volleys in 
honor of the deceafed. The coffin had all that 
art and ingenuity could invent, to render it ele- 
gant, 
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gant, which muft fenfibly pleafe the enemy, 1781 
when they confider the refpecfc paid by the Dec. 
Governor to this Mien officer. He was young, 29th. 
handfome, and on the point of nuptial celebra- 
tion with a young lady, born in the province 
of Andalufta i and who, during his ficknefe, 
had furnifhed him (by flags of truce) with 
wine and other refreihing diet, which this gar- 
rifon could not afford ; but the day before his 
deceafe, flie came half bay over, (hearing of 
his dangerous fituation) to vifit him, and take 
her laft adieu ! but the Adjutant-General, who 
went to receive the flag of truce, affured her, 
fhe could not be permitted to land until the 
Governor's pleafure was known, and that the 
next day he would wait upon her with his Ex- 
cellency's command ; inftead of which, flie 
received the lifelefs trunk of him on whom 
her every wi£h and happinels was founded. 

The enemy are diligently repairing the 3othu 
works on the ifthmus, — a ihell fired from 
Willis' S) this day, fell among a party of their 
workmen, about 50 or 60 in number, which 
we have the greateft reafon to believe did con- 
siderable mifchief. The Spanijh forts and lines 
continue the cannonade and bombardment. — - 
One foldier killed and two wounded this day, 
by the explofion of a fhcll. 

Abrilk fire on both fides continues, and 31ft. 
the enemy keep conftantly at work. — A ftrong 
party are employed near the Centre-Jtone Guard 
Houfe, errefting a battery. The naval force 
remains quiet, nor have we been troubled 
with the gun and mortar-boats fome time 
paft. 

This 
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178 1 This year has finifhed without giving the 
Pee- decifive ftroke, though it has been fuccefsful 

on our part, and growned our arms with glory 

and conqueft. 

/ remain^ 

Dear Brother, 

Affectionately Tour*. 



L E T T E R XXVIIL 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother, 

17S2 A S all my letters are intended for your ici~ 
Jxbu 1. + *- formation, I {hall endeavour, as far as \ 
am able, to give you a defcription of this en- 
vied and battered Rock, which has. excited the 
whole attention of Spain and France* 

GIBRALTAR is in 36 degrees 7 minutes 
north latitude, it projefts into the fea, and is 
in length near a league from north to fbuth; 
in breadth irregular from half to three quarters 
of a mile ; its head is frequently hid in the 
clouds. The fummit of the Rock is about 
1400 feet perpendicular above the fea. It is 
joined to the continent by a neck of low and 
o deep fand of the fame breadth as the Rock it- 
felf, but which widens confiderably towards 
the Spanijh lines. This ifthmus is near a league 
in length, and, with the oppofite coaft, 
forms a noble and fafe bay eight miles over. 

The 
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The hill is of fuch an irregular form, that 1782 
when you are near it you cannot view the Jan. i« 
whole from any one part. Its head clearly 
faces the Eaft, from thence to the Moorijh Caf* 
tie it fronts the north forward as far as the 
Signal Houfe, the North-weft, it then takes a 
turn and continues to Europa Point due South. , 
•On account of this oblique fituation, when 
you approach the town from the inundation, 
you can fee no farther of the Rock than the 
Moorijh Cajlle, and even in town your fight is 
bounded by the old Moorijh Wall [called by 
fome Charles the fifth's] After you have 
paffed Sotithport Gate, and got upon the red 
lands, the town is hid from you, and all the 
hill to the North of the Signal Houfe. The 
back of the hill is fcalped and inacceflible, and 
this particular circumftance forms its chief 
ftrength. The head of the Rock is almoft 
perpendicular, and compofed of white ftone 
wh ich is burnt for lime. The batteries facing 
theifthmusare very ftrong and (hug, which are 
carried on from the fummit of the Rock, to 
the water's edge at the Old Mole, the extremi- 
ty of wliich the Spaniards term Una Eocca de 
Fugo. The remains of the Moorijh Cajlle are 
clofe to the batteries, at which place is the en- 
trance into the lines ; above the lines is Willis's 
and the upper batteries. Under the caftle are 
two batteries, near Crouchetfs houfe and gar- 
dens, lower down, and almoft level with the 
water, is the Grand Battery, under which is * 
Landport. Above the ruins cf the town ap- 
pear the walls of the army hofpital, from 
which you have a view of the remains of 
Bethlehem barrack, formerly a nunnery, the 

Wbiu 
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1 782 White CMJlers where the commHfioners of the 
Jan. 1. navy ufed to refide, formerly a monaftery, 
and St. Francis where the Governor refides : 
The building, before the enemy fired, was 
plain, more convenient than elegant, but plea- 
fantly fituated near the bay, with a garden ad- 
joining. 1 he Britijh church is adjacent to 
this building, but now divine fervice is per- 
formed oq the South Parade, on account of the 
enemy's cannonade. The Spanifh church for 
the performance of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion was near the Grand Parade in the* Green 
Market, the walls of which are yet {landing. 
The inhabitants and foldiers repair to church 
by the beat of a drum. Near Southport ftands 
the King's yard Grand ftore, and Victu- 
alling-office, which, notwithflanding the ene- 
my's bombardment, has not fuffered any con- 
fiderable injury. Above Southport, on the out- 
fide of the gate is the citadel. The garrifon is 
bounded by ftrong walls, and feveraJ well-exe- 
cuted batteries, particularly the King's, South, 
Montague's Bqfiion, and Grand Battery. The 
King's Bajlion is able to contain one thoufand 
men, being bomb proof, and is^of a noble con-, 
ftru&ion, planned by General Boyde, when Go- 
vernor of the garrifon. * 

The entrance to the garrifon from the ifth- 
mus, is fo narrow, that it is impoflible to march 
an army more than fix men abreaft ; and which 
paflage is undermined,* fo that, if necellity 
fhould require it to be charged with barrels 

of 



* A mine is a hole ong, to be filled with powder to 
blow it up, but this is built, with brick, and arched over, 
fo that the explofion would be the greater. 
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of powder, and fprung, the befiegers would 1*782 
fuffer conliderably, and be thrown into the Jan. i. 
greateft confufion. There are feveral pieces of 
cannon directed upon this path, loaded with 
grape-fhot, which would fcour the whole 
length, and cut off the aflailants as faft as they 
advanced. The cannon placed at the Old Mole- 
Head, being level with the water, would fweep 
the whole ifthmus ; befides other pieces of ord- 
nance placed in advantageous fituations for 
the purpofe of flanking.* 

The principal buildings to the fouthward are, 
the Naval Hofpital r now occupied by the fick 
foldiery and feamen; the Barracks for the 
troops, and two Pavilions for Officers; they 
are chiefly built of ftone, and well fuited for 
convenience ; the rooms are large and airy, 
and have a handfome appearance from the 
Bay. 

Near the New Mole are two magazines for 
powder, where it is lodged when landed from 
the fhips, and as it is wanted, removed from 
thence to the Grand Magazine in the Moorijh 
Cajlle. Near them is a pleafant vineyard, of a 
fmall length, which yields a great quantity cf 
vegetables, but not fufficient to fupply a fix- 
teenth part of the garrifon. It is fuppofed that 
the owner clears five thoufand dollars per an- 
nym by it. — There are feveral houfes on the 
heights that have been built bv the officers and, 
inhabitants, which command a delightful prof- 
pe& of the Bay and the Gut; in fhort, moft 
of the fouthward is covered with fmall and 
convenient dwellings. 

The 

* In military affairs, is the fide of aa army or battalion. 
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The garrifon is abundantly fupplied with 
water from the rain which defcends from the 
heights of the Rock, through a body of fand 
and lime-ftone, into a refervoir ; this contains 
the annual Tupply till the next rainy* feafon, 
which is towards the latter end of the year. — ■ 
The Clipping are fupplied from this rfcfervoir, 
by the means of pipes, which communicate 
near the fea, where there is a fmall cifterri 
with fpouts. The Faculty agree in opinion 
that it is good wholefome water; 

the following is the STAtE of the STRENQTll 
ofthefeveral CORPS now here. 



CORPS. 



Strength. 



Royal Artilkry 480 

12th. - 469 

39th. - 448 

56th.^ - 45b 

58th, - 450 

72d* * 811 



CORPS; 



73 d - - - 
Hardenberg's 

R^den's - 

La Mott's 

Artificer's Comp 



Strength. 

8ti 

345 

347 

35 6 
89 



Total 5056 



Wind Ealt This morning early the St. 
Philip's Cq/ile arrived here from Mahon with 
difpatches, having twenty-two Spanijh prifori£rs 
on board, taken by the Englifh in a fally made 
from that place. They fay that Ceneral Murray 
is very clofely befieged, and that the forces 
under his command, make the moft ftubborn 
oppofition againft both the French and Spanijh 
troops who lay before the Caftle. 

The enemy on the ifthmus keep repairing 
their works, and have got a great part rebuilt. 

The 
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The fire on each fide brifkly continues, but 1782 
moft fpirited from the clofe of the evening un- Jan. 
til the dawn of the morning, as the chief part 
of their labours are executed during the night- 
feafon. 

A xebec arrived from the eaftward this 8th. 
forenoon, and anchored oppofite Sandy Bay.-~ 
The working-parties on the ifthmus have not 
done any thing particular fince the 4th inft. 

Laft night the St. Philip's Cajile failed to the 10th. 
eaftward, and afmall boat for Tetuan, in order 
to fetch fupplies. All quiet in the Bay : We 
cannot imagine the reafon that the enemy ar« 
not fo alert and attentive as they were. 

Wind E. Sailed the Henry and Mercury pri- 13th. 
vateers to the weft. None of the Spanijh cruiz T 
•ers went in chace of them. The enemy threvtf 
up a branch of fand-work laft night upon the 
ifthmus. ■ 

This day two cutters made their appearance 16th. 
in the Gut. Wind N. E. The tower at Cabrit- 
ta let fly a fignal, upon which the Spanijh fqua* 
dron got in motion, confifting of a frigate, 
one large xebec, one fmaller ditto, feveral 
gun-boats, and ftood acrofs to intercept them. 
The gun-boats got a-head, and difcharged fe- 
veral fliot at them, which the cutters return- 
ed, and kept their courfe, ftanding for the 
eaftward, it being impracticable to work the 
port, as the wind blew right againft them. 
The Spanijh cruizers went in chace, and are 
now all out of fight. The works on the ifth- 
mus are going forward. 

Antonio Juanico> a Minorquen, who arrived ijtfc. 
here in afettee fome time paft, is convicted of 
having come fof the purpofe of procuring in- 
L telligericc 
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1782 telligence for the Spani/h GefteraJ, aaad <>rdej-e<i 
Jan. for execution on the 4th of February unfiling, 
1 8th. The enemy fire upon us with great 4s*ry, to 
prevent our annoying their working parties. 
Several wounded this afternoon. 

20th. The town and Southward -regiments ex- 
changed quarters this morning, to continue 
three months before another exchange takes 
place, unlefe circumftances ihould jnaajse kjae- 

■••'•- ceffary. 

23d. The ifthmus parties ace laborioufly employ- 
ed in forwarding their works, and 3*1 inceffant 
lire is kept up from the Spani/h lki.es and forts, 
upon our works and parties on the hill* as we 
are repairing the 4>reache6 made,and conftruft- 
ing fome additional fortification to fhelter our 
men, and to deftroy, if poflible, the enemy's 
approaches. 

c6th. Pleafant wheat her. The enemy appear to 
be bufy at jdlgaziras, and in the rivers. We 
imagine they are conftru&ing additional g\>n- 
•boats there, to co-operate with thofc tlhey al- 
ready have. Ifthmus working parties cont-i* 
nue nightly to be employed. , 

29th. Wind S. E. The two cutters chafed to the 
eaftward by the enemy on the i6thinftant, 
arrived early this morning : they prove to be 
L the Viper and Lively, laden with ordnance' 
ftores ; alfo arrived the Dartmouth Tartar 
' cutter, laft from LiJbo?i in three days, with diC 
patches. A frigate, xebec, and fome gun- 
boats have returned from their vain purfuit m 
chafe of the Viper and Lively, mortified -with 
having milled their eager prey, and anchored 
at their old ftation, watching every fail that 
appears in fight. The enemy are preparing fe- 

veral 
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veral fire-fhips at the mouth of the rivers be* 1782 
tween Algazlras and Orange Grove, but for Jan. 
what purpofe we really cannot conje&ure, 29th% 
without it is for paftime, and the recreation 
of their naval and land-forces, by reminding 
them that they are inclinable to do iflifchief, 
though incapable of effefting it. Out Clipping 
are all boomed in, ajid without they intend to 
burn the clefts of the Rock, and fet our fandy 
beach on fire, they had better keep their pre- 
fect diftai}ce ? nor unthinkingly rufh on, where 
certain ruin muft be thp confequence. Our 
garrjfon are pretty healthy, cerifidering the 
hardships, dangers, and fcarcity of frefh diet, 
which at prerent prevails ; but of late,, they 
have been very much affii&e/i with the moft 
inveterate fcuFvy, which deprived many 
of the ufe of their liipbs, by rendering 
them ftiff and fwelied. The flefli of. the fu£ 
ferers, I affuFe yoij, was almoft black; and 
you would pity (were you a fpectator) to view 
them limping to their poft, to partake of a 
fhare with their comrades in opprifing the foe. 
•With every good wifh, permit pie to fubfcjribe 
jny&lf 

Tctur loving Brother. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother 

Vh 2 HP HE befiegers, fpurred on by hope and ex- 
e -*■ peftation, to work the reduction of the 

fortrefs, are indefatigably employed in for- 
warding the re^conftru&ion of St. Carlos, and 
the adjacents. From their batteries they con- 
tinue a plentiful difcharge of ordnance, by 
which we now and then lofe a man. We anxi- 
oufly long for the day of attack, as our fitua- 
tion is rather deplorable in refpeft of provifion, 
and the harraffing duties of guards, picquets, 
working detachments, and parties, forwards 
the general wifh for engagement. The 
conftant duty \vith the foldiery is ten and 
eleven days and nights up, and probably when 
it comes to your turn to have a night to fleep 
in your tent, the enemy from the fea-line dis- 
turbs ypu from repofe, 

Prices of Provijion brought by the Viper and Lively 
cutters, on the 2gth of lajl month* 

Common Green Tea per lb. - JT. i i * 

Hams per ditto ° 3 3 

Corned Beef ditto o i 8 

Port Wine per dozen 1145 

A fheep -...-'.-. 14 1 o 
Cheefe per lb. ... - - -041 oh 
Butter ditto -- - - - - 041 oh 

The enemy carry on their works in a rapid 
manner. They laft night erefted a battery of 
five embrasures on the weft fide of the MHU 

Tower ; 
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Tower; St. Carlos, by what wc can difccrn frpm 1782 
the heights of the Rock, appears to tave re- Feb. 
ceived a complete repair. Our batteries en- 4th. 
deavour, as much as poffible, to prevent the 
executing of their labours on the ifthmus. 

Antonio Juanico, ordered for execution this 
day, is refpited. Arrived from the weftward 
two fmallveffels from Portugal, laden with le- 
mons and oranges, a very refrefhing fupply. 

A fmall boat, that appeared off Cabritta- 6th, 
JPoint, was fired at feyeraj times from the bat- 
tery at that place, but without effeft; upon 
this a Spanifh lugger got under fail, endeavour- 
ing to cut her off, but to very little purpofe, 
as tl\e boat had nearly anchored before flie had 
got half-bay oven She proves to be from 
l^ijbon, laden with fjruit and oranges. 

.The enemy's cruizers haye been particular- 10th. 
ly bufy ajl t$is, day, running in and out alter- 
nately., We imagine they have- received inti- 
mation, of fome veffel bound for this place. 
They on the Und fide keep working and 
firing. 

Wind N, E. Arrived fafe, the Toung Sabine* 13th. 
with porter, wine, and potatoes. Our men 
of war's boats towed her round Europa. It is 
confidently aliened, that fhe has brought in- 
telligence to the Governor of a very intereft- 
ing nature, but we cannot learn the particu- 
lars. The Spanijh cruizers. were difappointed 
in miffing the capture of this veffel, as all 
their attempts to effect it were rendered inef- 
fectual. 

Arrived the brig Eliza, with fuhdry article! 
on board, for the ufe of the garrifon. The 
Sprnijh cruizers, who returned yefterday even- 
ts. 
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.17S1 ing to Jlgaziras, made a fignal too late, to do 
Peb. themfelves any fervite : they are cruifing iri 
16th. the Bay and round the Rock, but keep at long- 
gun Dipt diflancej they came nelr Europa,but 
3 few fliot from that poft made therti fleer afto* 
tlier courfe. 

The Spanijh works are brilkly forwarded, 
the illhmus is klmofl become a fcene of en- 
chantment : the enemy certainly muft employ 
a confiderable number of men, or otherwite 
they could not make fuch rapid progrefs in 
their advances 
17th* Wind M". W. This morning ii fail appeared 
(landing from the wtflWard ; the Spanijh tow- 
ers let fly a fignal of an enemy*s appearance ; 
a frigate, xebec, and feveral gun-boats, imme- 
diately got under way, while the battery at 
> Cabritta-point fired feveral rouhds* The xebec 
bore down, when the Eftglifh veffel opened 
upon her, and made her haul her wind, and 
foon afterwards fee dropped aftern, the frigate 
and gUn-boats then flood acrofs to intercept 
her, which fhe as fpiritedly engaged, receiv- 
ing two broad-fides from tn£ frigate, and fe- 
veral rounds from the gun-boats. After ha- 
ving engaged a confiderable time, fuch & f\i- 
penor force, fhe had the good fortune to get. 
in without much damage, and proves to be 
the Ffying-jfijb cutter, 'commanded by Captain 
Anthony, in eight days from England^ laden 
with ordnance florcfc. Some of the enemy's 
boats being drove very near the garrifon, 
the batteries at Eurapa difcharged a few 
fhot at them, but plying thfeir oars brifkly r 
they got off without any injury. The various 
inanceuvf es of the latter, afforded the galtifon 
tnuch entertainment. Wind 
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WindS.W. Laft night a brig from the 1782 
•weftward entered the Bay, obferving the lights Feb. 
in the Spamjh camp, fleered for that place, 18th. 
imagining it mull have been the town of Gib- 
raltar. The captain continued his courfe tilj 
he came oppofite to Prince Orange's battery, 
when the officer on duty there challenged the 
{hip, who anfwered, " From Cork" The cap- 
tain now difcovered his error, and finding he 
was fleering under the enemy's batteries, put 
about, and run aground at the back of the 
Old Mole, when Fort Phillippe and the Black- 
Battery began a fire upon her. The captain, 
when lie landed, in a jocular manner endea- 
voured to apologize for the miftake, by 
faying, he intended to run his Chip up to his 
^merchant's ftore-houfe. She has brought a 
fupply of butter, pork, and potatoes^ which 
is intended to be landed, if poffiblcy this night. 
Her name is th$ Governor Elliot brig, Samuel 
Seldon, Matter. 

This morning we obferved a battery of 12 20th, 
embrazures cdnflru&ed on the ifthmus, and 
in other parts the fand was thrown up as a 
cover. The enemy fired very warmly on the 
Qovernor Elliot brig, and have greatly damaged 
•her — part of the cargo has been landed. A 
brifk fire continues on both fides. 

A Portuguese fchooner from the weft, was 
taken between Tarifa and Cabritta-point, and 
brought into Algaziras, where there is not any 
doubt fhe will be condemned* The wind hav- 
ing fprung up eafterly, a Tartan arrived from 
LeglMrn y with a cargo of wine and ufeful ne- 
cefTaries. Several gun-boats alfo arrived from 
the eaft ; we imagine them to be the remain- 
dor that chafed the two cutters on the 1 6th of 
January. \Tfeai2 
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1782 Wind E. Sailed laft night from hence the; 

Feb. Viper, Lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutters. 

2 1 ft. About an hour afterwards the Spanijh towers, 
were illuminated, and a number of rockets 
thrown up. The enemy keep hard and con- 
ftantly at work on the ifthmus. 

23d. WindW. This mornW the Clipping at 
• Algaziras was drcffed with full colours, at 
noon zfeu de joye was fired* by land and fea, 
and repeated three times. 

A fliip appeared in the Offing, ftanding for 
this place, when a frigate and xebec made rea- 
dy. She continued her'courfe, and received 
their fire withgreatintrepidity, plyingher guns 
in an heroic manner* After about an hour's 
fire flie got in, and proves to be the Mercury 
ftore-fhip, Captain Heighington, from Lijbon, 
with wine, poultry, and fruit. 

24th* WindW. Arrived at Algaziras from the 
weftward, a frigate,' two xebecs, and two cut- 
ters, as a reinforcement to the Spanijh fqua* 
dron. The Spanijh working parties are bufily 
employed. 

35th. Wind W. Arrived the St. Ann of 28 guns, 
in twelve days from London, with ordnance 
ftores. Not any particular intelligence receiv- 
ed, except that flie was chafed fome leagues to 
the weftward, and efcaped during the night. 

28 th. Wind E. Arrived the Indian King, from 
Leghorn, with timber and liquors, a briik firei 
on both fides was kept up. The enemy con- 
tinue laborioufty working on the ifthmus, for- 
warding, with all poflible expedition, their 
new approaches. The neareft branch is almoft 
in a line with the north angle of Landport 
Garden* 

~ * Tour qffeftionate Brother. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THE vi&ors of one day are often defeated 1782 
byanother, and lofethofelaurels thatwere Mar, 1 
carried in triumph from the field of flaughter. 
The fate of Minorca was announced here this 
morning, by a flag of truce from the Orange- 
Grove^ with the intelligence of that for- 
trefs having furrendered to His Catholic 
JVfajefty's forces, and that the feu dejoye, fired 
on the 23d of February, was in celebration of 
the conqueft. It is not improbable but the 
enemy entertain lively notions of this place, 
and imagine that this piece of information 
may tend to deprefs our ipirits, and facilitate 
a fpeedy Surrender. 

We kept up a very hot fire all the afternoon, 
and fet the enemy's works in a blaze, which 
they extinguished Shortly afterwards. 

This morning our batteries direfted their *d # 
fire upon the enemy's advanced works on the 
ifthmus, whea a heavy and inceffant canno- 
nade was fpiritedly maintained between the 
enemy and garrifon, till nine o'clock, during 
which time we had the fortune to fet their 
works on fire again. The foe manifefted a 
valour, and in an intrepid manner jumped 
upon the glacis, pouring bafkets of fand upon 
the flames, wheji, after much difficulty and 
danger, they got the fi*e estenguifhed. 

WindE, 
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1 781 WindE. Laft night the Ilying-Fifo cutter, 
Mar. failed to the weftward with difpatches. The 
4th. enemy keep advancing their approaches to- 
wards the garrifon. The cannonade but flack 
thefe two days. 
5th. Arrived the Pearl Canario, Patron Prats y 
from Algiers, with fheep and wine, the former 
fells at an exorbitant pHce. 

A frigate from the eaftward arrived this 
morning at Atgaziras."** Several vefiek at Orange 
Grovtj are difeharging ordnance ftores, camp ' 
equipage, &£.*— The redu&ion of the Ifland of 
Minorca, Apparently has put the enemy in high 
fpirits, as appearances in their camp, befpeak 
preparations fof a reinforcement of troops. 
The enemy have redoubled the cannonade upon 
fhegaffifon, and tke advanced works are con* 
fiderably lengthened : the next turn of the laft 
branch will bring the line nearly to the centre 
of the Gardens. Our fire niuft be very dif- 
trefling to them, they being fo near to the 
Rock ; — the fmall fhclls ate diftributed itt 
abundance on their parties. 
6th. One of the Spanifb frigates failed to the east- 
ward : and this afternoon, the wind having 
fhifted, another flood ta the weftward. A xe- 
bec and a etitter having approached too near 
the Rock, was fired at by our Prams, and 
obliged to bear awuy for Algaziras* 
9th. The enemy keep working and moderately 
firing, by winch Lieutenant Cuff age, of the- 
Royal Artillery, was this day wounded : all 
quiet on the fea fide. 
10th. The enemy indicate frefli preparations for 
the enfuing ftorm, feveral parties being em- 
ployed this morning in clearing ground for a 

reinforce- 
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ttinforcetaent of troops* A number of tents 178a 
are already pitched* A xebec, which came Mar* 
near the garrifon, had feveral rounds fired at 10th. 
her, which compelled her to fheer off. We 
difcharged a number of carcaffes upon the ene- 
my 's ifthmus works* with an intent to burn 
them, but did not. meet with the completion 
of our wifhes. Th£ gun-boats cover the face 
of the Bay, and lay upon their oars. Parties 
continue employed in pitching tents, and clear- 
ing ground in the Spanijh camp* 

The enemy work moft afliduoufly, and have 16th. 
raifed a very high and well-planned breaft- 
work, fuppofed by our engineers and artille- 
rifts to be intended for a mortar-battery. 

This day arrived at Jlgaziras a frigate from 
the weftward, but no falute was given. 

The energy's fire thefe three days has been 
particularly fpirited, by which we had fom* 
few wounded, among whom is Lieutenant 
White ^ of the 56th regiment. Our batteries 
are now bravely playing upon the foe. 

Wind S. T^o frigates having come within 17th.. 
the reach of out* prams, anchored off the New- 
Mote ; they began a well-dire&ed and furious 
fire upon them. One of the frigates, it was 
obferved, received fevefal fhot. 

Our fifhing-boats were drove out of the Bay i8tlu 
this morning by a Xebec, who kept a gentle 
fail, until, by her repeated firings, flie made 
them all retreat to the fliore. The inhuma- 
nity of this ad is better to be conceived than 
exp rtffed. The Spaniards are forwarding their 
works, and difcharging their ordnance upon 
us. 

The 
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1782 The Governor has ordered the bridge at 
Mar. Landport to be pulled down, and the cemmu- 
19th. Jiication to that poft will be through the 
fallyport in the ditch,* where there is to be a 
temporary ftage made, for the purpofe of de- 
tachments paffing and repaffing from the co- 
vered-way, and out-guards. Alfa one of the 
flopes, by which the guards and centinels now 
afcend to their pofts, is to be levelled. An en- 
campment was began this morning on the weft 
of the Orange Grove. We expeft the fiege wiU 
quickly come to an iffue, from the prepara- 
tions making by the foe. 

We obferved this morning, that the enemjr 
had begun an encampment for cavalry, in the 
rear of the grand xnagazuje, weft of Orange* 
Grove* 
22d. Laft night, about eleven o'clbck, a mill on 
Windmill-hill, conftrufted for the purpofe of 
grinding wheat fent over from Britain, by fome 
means took fire^ and was confumed. The ene- 
my are yery bufy \yith fome Clippings which 
is imagined are intended for fire-floats. , 
24th. Wind W. Laft night arrived 4 the Vernon- 
ftore-fliip, with materials for gun-boats, what 
v/e have long wifhed for* The Suceefs frigate 
efcorted her to latitude 36, when ftie left hep, 
and returned to England. The Succefs, on her 
paffage took the Santa Catalina, a Spanijh fri- 
gate, who afterwards was burnt on the appear- 
ance of the Cerberus and Apollo frigates (fuf- 
pecting them to be enemies) and four tran- 
sports, that came in alfo during the night, hav- 
ing 

* A door in- a Baftion and Battery, for the purpofe oC* 
making a fally, unexpectedly, on the befiegers. 
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ing on board the 97th regiment, as a reinforce- 1781 
ment to the garrifon. Mar* 

Three very large {hips, and four xebecs, ar- 
rived at Algazirasy imagined to be laden with 
$ores and provifioii. 

This day our flag of truce carried to Orange 25tiu 
Grove fome officers and men, put on board the 
Vernon, belonging to the Santa Catalina frigate. 
The enemy continue their ufual working par- 
ties. From ten o'clock laft night, till day- 
break this morning, a brifk fire was maintain- 
ed with determined refolution, between forts 
Barbary, Phillippe, and the batteries on the 
heights of the hill. One fhotfrom the enemy 
this day wounded four men— all in a danger- 
ous way. 

The enemy's fhips and forts fired feveral 30th. 
rounds alternately. It is fuppofed the rejoicing 
is (on account of this being Paffion-Saturday) 
in celebration of our Saviour's refurre&ion. 
The Spanijb working parties have not done any 
quantity of work to-day. 

This morning the batteries at Willis's and 31ft* 
Montague's Bajiion, opened with martial rage 
upon the ifthmus works. Wind N. W. a very 
frefli breeze. Shot and fliells were inceffantly 
difcharged, when one of the latter having pe- 
netrated into the fafcines, immediately fet that 
part in a flame, which continued burning uni- 
til about thirty yards was confumed. The 
flames fpread in a rapid manner, and the ene^ 
my did all they could to prevent the progrefs 
of the fire, nor could they extinguifh it by any 
means, but was under the necemty of cutting 
an opening, as the only remedy to fecure their 
approaches from being again deftroyed. 

The 
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1 782 The troop* in the camp pf Santa Rogue came 
Msjch out of their tents to view the fpiriteq acHon ? 
while only the flafh of gun?, and exploring 
fteljs were to be feeji ; th$ iftfupus, and npr r 
thernmoft part of the Rofk J>eing hid with 
the clouds q( %ofc?. 

Sincerely your' s r 



LETTER XXXL 

« Wk© l&ftfee Cur barjc* at th* erpvid £hat paflas.*' 

Gifiraltpr. 
Dear Brother, 

April 1 mJCHis the difpofition of <w* inverentp 
^ and malignant foes, every 4hip, fetfcee, or 
bark that appears, immediately a gun i$ dif- 
charged, and acruizer feat out to interrogate, 
u From whence come ye, or where are you houn4?" 
A Swedifh veflel was brought into Alga-tiros 
yefterday evening for not bringing to, upon 3. 
gun being fired from a doubte gaj&y off the 
Point. 

Arrived a veffel from Portugal, with ninety 
iheep during the courfe of the night. 

This morning a ibldier deferted from Land" 
port guard, and received the fire of the muf- 
quetry of all the centinels, but without effect. 
The Spanifi working parties are diligently em- 
ployed* 

J.afl 
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Laft night a Spanijh deferter came in, amj 1782 
reports, that the loldier which deferted yefter- April. 
day was wounded by our fire, and died in the 2d. 
grcateft agony, in the Mitt Battery (ox St Car- 
Jos. J This forenoon a great many infantry 
tents was pitched eall fide of the Horfe Bar* 
racks, and ibme fquadrons of infantry march- 
ed in 

The encampment weft of the Orange Grove 9th, 
is taken poffeffion of by troops 5 but they do 
not appear very numerous, or perhaps they 
are tired with their march over the mountains, 
and keep their teitts as a relaxation from their 
fatigue. The enemy cannonade the garrifoa 
jexceffively warm, three jnen and aboy wound- 
ed at Willis' s by a rebound of a fliat. — A new 
encampment is forming about a quarter of a 
mile from the Horfe Diftri<fl-r-The tents arc 
/or infantry, and appear quite new. 

The encampment pitched yefterday is hour- 10th. 
ly increafing in the number of tents, but not 
any confiderable body of troops appear. The 
^enemy fired very hot this morning, and a fhell 
which fell in Landport Ditch? juflt as the new 
guard came to relieve the old one, killed Lieu- 
tenant Wbetham, of the 1 2th Regiment, wound* 
ed his fervant who was on the right of the 
guard* and blew the drummer's drum in pie- 
ces. He was an amiable officer, and well ref- 
lected ; the lois pf him is much regretted by 
all ranks in the garrifon. 

Six lug-fail boats arrived from the weftward ; 
irom their form and conftruft \px\ ^ye apprehend 
^hey are intended for landing of troops. Eve- 
Xy thiflg now indicates a Jpeedy and vigorous 
ai&ult. Our qnemies arc .feelingly prepared 

for 
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1 78 1 for immediate battle, their ifthtfius works be-. 

April ing almoft completed. 

1 1 th. Wind W. Arrived a boat from Portugal with 
goats, fowls, &c. The Patron brings intelli- 
gence, that fhips and floating-batteries are fit- 
t : ngup in the port of Cadiz, lined with ccrk 
and oakum, whofe ftrength are to turn a can- 
non-ball, and that when Duke de Crillon arrives 
with his conquering, valiant, and fuccefsful 
troops, from the glorious expedition at Minor* 
ca\ he is to take the command of the forces, 
and head the army in their attaqk upon this 
place* He fays* that from the accounts receiv- 
ed in Portugal, that the Spaniards are in high 
ibirits from the recent fuccefs of the Duke at 
Minorca, that great expe&ation is placed on the 
valour of the troops under his command, and 
that on their arrival, the attack will commence. 

1 5th. Arrived a large cutter at Algaziras, from the 
weft. The enemy have brought forward their 
approaches confiderably towards the garrifon. 
A general difcharge of ordnance prevails. 

1 6th, Wind S. W. Two large xebecs arrived this 
forenoon on the oppofite fide, and feveral fmafl 
>fettees, all from the weftward. 

The enemy's force now confifts of three fri- 
gates, four large xebecs, one cutter, one bomb- 
ketch, ztAlgaziras ; one large xebec, one cut- 
ter, one lugger, one bomb-ketch, at Orange 
Grove ; one large xebec, one fmall ditto, one 
floop of war at Cabritth ; fifteen gun-boats, 
eight mortar boats, ten or twelve fire-fhips in 
the rivers, befides what flupping they have at 
Ceuta , and cruizing to the ealhvard. 

Landport-bridge is taken down, and it is re- 
ported that bpth the Hopes are to be levelled, 

and 
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and only a timber afcent made, that in cafe of 1782 
any emergence may be fet on fire, to prevent April, 
the enemy's entrance into the ditch under the 
Grand Battery. 

Our working-parties are employed in ereft- 
tng fplinter proofs upon the batteries on the hill, 
as a cover from the bomb-fhells when they ex- 
plode in the air, which the Spaniards have prac- 
tifed of late. 

Wind N. W. This morning, upon a fliip be- 20th. 
ing difcovered by the enemy in the Offing, they 
hoifted a fignal on the tower at Cabritta, which 
hot being anfwered, a xebec and floop, Ration- 
ed at the Point, flipped out, and bore down 

under apreffure of fail. The xebec having 

got a-head, fired a broadfide at her, which 
was direftly returned by the fliip ; the floop 
now came up, and fired a few guns, notwith- 
ftanding which, fhe continued her courfe, and 
got fefe in, without any lofs. She proves to 
be the AntigalUcan ftore-fliip, in eight days 
from Falmouth. The enemy, apparently, are 
not fo attentively employed on the ifthmus as 
formerly. 

The regiments in the town and fouthward 21ft* 
exchanged quarters this fbrenoon. 

Very little work done by the enemy. — The 
gun-boats brought over by the Vernon^ are get- * 
mg in great forwardnefs in the New-Mole 
Tard. 

Several parties employed daily in bringing 22ct. 
fafcines into the Spanijh camp. We fuppofe 
that the want of thefe materials has been the 
occafion of their ceafing from work thefe three 
days. Forts B#rbary and Phillippe y the Black* 
M BqtUrj 
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1782 Battery and lines, fired this afternoon minute 
April guns, with fhot, upon the garrifon. 
24th. This forenoon an experimental trial was 
made with one of the gun-boats, mounted 
with an eighteen pounder. The firft and fe- 
cond fhot fired horizontally recouched three 
or four times ; the third had a degree of ele- 
vation, and went a diftance in the bay. The Na- 
val Commander promifes great fuccefs from 
them when the twelve is finifhed. AH hands 
bufy at work upon them. , 

25th. This morning early a deferter from the Vo- 
lunteers of Argon caijie in, and confirms a 
former account of fliips being preparing for 
the purpofe of attacking this garrifon, lined 
with cork and junk to prevent the penetration 
of our fhot. A few working parties again 
. appear on the ifthmus, but their labours 
are executed under cover. 
27th. This day one of our longboats from Ragged 
Staff to the New Mole with iron, fprung a 
leak, and went to the bottom, unfortunately a 
man and a boy were drowned. 
28th. Wind W. S. W. This morning two fhips, brig- 
rigged, and a fchooner, appeared in the Gut, 
with their heads ftanding to the eaft. — The 
Spanifh towers made a fignal of an enemy being 
jVt hand, upon which two xebecs, and eight 
gun-boats went out in order to fecure them, 
but were unexpe&edly difappointed, they prov- 
ing to belong to the French. The rapidity of 
the current, and the wind having fluffed to 
the N. W. the xebecs and gun-boats drova to 
the eaftward. 
30th. , The enemy's batteries appear to be nearly 
finifhed} for tiotwithflanding we only now 

and 
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and then difcharge a few rounds of fliot and 1782 
(hells, they have not taken the opportunity of April 
doing any work. In the Spanijh camp, a nu- 
merous army are feen — the tohole Common at 
the foot of Santa Roque, is become a town and 
place of habitation, where a grand difplay of 
flaughtering inftruments is exhibited, and the 
inoft renowned engineers, experienced artille- 
rifts, and approved foldiers and feamen, are 
bent upon our extirpation from this heart- 
galling Rock. That their views and intentions 
may be fruftrated, is the fincere and* hearty 
wifli of 

Tour affectionate Brother. 



LETTER XXXII. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

EVERY opportunity that offers of writing May 3 
to you, I readily embrace, and find an 
infinite fatisfa&ion in the employ, confcious 
that your bofom feels for my abfence and fitua- 
tion ; I fliould confiderjiiyfelf unpardonable 
in any omifiion. 

The enemy continue the fiege, and are gett- 
ing in forwardnefs the moft ftudious prepara- 
tions for an attack. It is beyond difpute that 
the contention will fliortly be finally adjufted. 

Laft night, Wind E. failed the Cerberus and 8th. 

Apollo frigates, St. Ann, Vernon, Mercury, and 

' Antigallican ftore-lhips ; the Betfey, Thompfon, 

Loyal Briton, and Valiant tranfports, at which 

M z ' time 
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1782 time two Spanijh frigates and three xebecs were, 
May 8. cruising in the Gut. They had not been long 
under fail, when rockets were thrown up at 
Algaziras, and anfwered at Cabritta. — About 
an hour after a cannonading was heard in the 
Gut, and continued for fome time tolerably 
brifk; and this morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to view the enemy returning with the 
three laft named tranfports, being the only de- 
fencelefs veffels that failed from hence. Their 
fails were very much torn, and it is fuppofed 
the enemy alone dire&ed their fire upon them, 
not liking to attack the ftore-fhips ; they have 
a formidable appearance in the night. Thus 
victorious they entered the Bay in triumph, 
and conducted their prizes (manned only with 
about twenty-one men) to the port of Algazi- 
ras, there to recount the dangers of the battle, 
and to regale themfelves with the fpoil. 

9th. Wind W. S. W» This forenoon arrived from 
the weftward one line of battle fhip, convoying 
eight large. ftore-fhips or Indiamen. From the 
appearance of their rigging and fides, which is 
dry and fhabby, and having but a few hand* 
on board, we cannot imagine from what part 
they have arrived, or what occafion brought 
them in here. All hands bufy about the Spa- 
nijh camp. 

#oth. Wind S. E. Arrived a Portuguefe fettec from 
Tetuan, with about 30^000 oranges, and a few 
pipes of oil. She was cleared out for Cadiz 9 
but fmuggled herfelf in here, where they will 
find a good market for their cargo. — Oranges 
are fold for a rial each, about fourpence three* 
farthings fterHng. 

The 
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The eight large fhips that arrived over the 1782 
way the 9th initant, are hauled clofe to the May 
fhore, and are unrigging, and thofe that ar- 13th, 
rived the 24th March have proceeded to the 
Orange Grove. It is currently reported that 
they are lined with cork, and are to be convert- 
ed into batteries, but moft peqple think that 
they are more fit for fire-wood, th^in attack- 
ing a fortrefs. 

The ftore-fliips at Jlgaziras are quite unrig- 15 th* 
ed, and a great many hands employed upon 
them clearing their dceks. The land fire is 
maintained with fpirit, but very little- vork 
feemingly going forward on the ifthmus< 

Laft night three foldiers, in attempting to, 20th. 
defert from the heights of the Rock, fell from 
a precipice, and were found dead lender the : 
Sugcur-Loafc lying near oach other. They had 
procured a rope, and fattened it to a cleft of 
the Rock, but it was not of a fufficient length 
to reach the bottom. 

Arrived a xebec and a. galley from the weft- 22*1. 
ward at Algaziras. The enemy are employed 
upon two of the ftore-ftiips, ajtting^thei^ fides 
down. 

The enemy continue working on the two 25th, 
ftore-jhips at Atgaziras, and appear to be thick- 
ening with r piecfes of timber and other mate- 
rials, their larboard fides. Several ports have 
been already cut : from this it is evident they 
are intended for floating batteries. Wind E. 
The other ftore-fhips that lay at Orange Grove 
foiled from thence to the weftward, having 
difcharged their lading, which is fuppofed to 
^e ordnance ftorcs* 

Arrived 
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1782 Arrived the 5/. George xebec, with a fmall 

May fupply from Leghorn, having on board twelve 
Corficans, including one officer, who have vo- 
luntarily come to offer their fervice in the de- 
fence of this place. They mention that feve- 
ral more are preparing to embark on the fame 
expedition. 

26th. Arrived the John Tartan, Captain M Q KiUi/ler, 
from Leghorn, with a fupply of wine and oil. 
She brings intelligence, that we may be affured 
of a vigorous attack, as foon as the Spanijh 
fhips are ready, which will be made fo ftrong, 
and of fuch a nature, that they will neither 
burn nor batter. 

The Spanijh hofpital laft night took fire, 
and is entirely confumed. 

27th. Wind S. E. Yefterday evening near one 
hundred fail of tranfports, and a bomb-ketch, 
arrived and anchored between- Algaziras and 
Orange Grove, and this morning we perceived 
they were very full of men, which are fup- 
pofed to be troops. 

28th. . A confiderable body of troops were landed 
from the tranfports this afternoon, and march- 
ed into the Spanijh camp- The enemy had 
hauled two tranfports in, and have began un- 
rigging thenu The two large fhips that the 
enemy have been working at, have each of 
them fourteen or fifteen port-holes cut in their 
larboard fides. 

A flag of truce was received from Spain, but 
her meffage is mere conjefture with the public. 
Some fay, fhe has brought a demand from the 
Spanijh General, for the furrendering of the 
fortrefs ; but this, I am confident, never will 

be 
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be done,, while we have an oiince of bread, 1782 
and a round of ammunition. May. 

An Engltfh Tartan was taken to the eaftward 30th. 
and towed by the enemy into Algaziras, with 
her colours reverfed. It is aflerted that this 
veffel is the one that Patron Pratt failed from 
this port to Algiers for fupplies* 

Our twelve gun-boats in New-Mole-yard are 
nearly finifhed ; feveral are already in the wa- 
ter, and lye very fnug. We are very anxious 
to make trial of them with the enemy. A boat 
went out this day with a flag of truce into the 
Bay, with the Governor's anfwer to theirs, 
received the 28th i'nftant. 

The fhips at Algaziras are getting pretty for- 
ward ; a number of hands are employed upon r 
them, but moft of the garrifon are of opinion, 
from their conflru&ion, that they will be found 
of very little ufe- when they attack our wails, 
as they never will be able to tow them near 
enough to do any material execution, for 
fliould they daringly come on, their boats will 
be inevitably cut off by the grape fliot from 
the garrifon. 

We fhall have pretty fport foon. I hope to 
furvive to fend you an account of the particu- 
lars, wherein a victorious repulfe, I truft, will 
be found ; and probably before you receive this 
letter, the battle will have taken place, and: 
the conteft be decided. 

With a heart glowing with zeal for the ho- 
nour of Britain and her Dependencies, pertnit 
me to conclude, with the moft brotherly love 
and cfteem, 

— Sincerely your 9 sa 

• LETTER 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



jf€ THE SIEGE OF 

LETTER XXXIII. 



The Royal Standard to be heijled to-morrow — 
The Governor dejires to meet all the officers not on 
duty 9 on their refpeStive parades, at guard-mount* 
ing to-morrow, to congratulate with them on the 
anniverfary of his majjsftfs birth-day. 

Such ordnance to be fired at the enemy % s works, as 
Jhall be ordered by the Commanding Officer of the 
Royal Artillery ', beginning at one o'clock. 

4th. The royal ftandard was hoifted this morning 
on the flag-ftaff in town, and on board the 
Brilliant in New Mole. At one o'clock the 

oorthemmaft 
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tnorthernmoft batteries fired forty-four rounds 1782 
of fhot and fliells upon the enemy's forts and June* 
works, in honour of his majefly's birth-day* 
The (hipping in the New Mole, and our twelve 
gun-boats arranged in a line from the Tanks' 
to the pier of the New Mole Head, alfo perform- 
cd a falute, and gave three cheers. The ene- 
my maintained a brifk fire the whole day* ^ 
The floating batteries (or cork fhips) at Alga- 
ziras, are forwarding with all poffible dili- 
gence. 

A hot fire from the land batteries, upon our 6th. 
works and parties, which is as fpiritedly re- 
turned from our heights. 

Captain Wideburg, of Reden's regiment of 
Hanoverians, was wounded this day. 

The Spaniards have a great many hands em- 
ployed upon feven fhips at Algaziras ; moil of 
them have ports cut in their fides, but none 
of them appear to be finifhed. 

This forenoon our Artillery had fome red yth, 
hot Jhot, experimental practice, at the veffel 
wrecked off Prince Orange's battery, which 
fucceeded pretty well. An unfortunate acci- 
dent happened by a gun unexpe&ingly going 
off, which killed the gunner in the embrazure, 
and wounded three other men. A conftant 
fire from the Rock Gun upon the encmy'g 
works on the ifthmus. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

One quarter and half of a pint of vinegar to be 
ijfued to every ration, till further orders. 

The 
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1782 The furgeons of the different corps are df 

June, opinion, that this will be a great preventative 
in the fad effects of the fcurvy. 

iotiu The/ men employed upon the feven floating* 
batteries,, work with the greateft affiduity, but 
as yet we cannot form any judgment of their 
utility or conftruclion. 

Early this morning the Spanijh gun arid mor- 
tar-boats made an excurfion in the Bay, and 
difcharged their ordnance upon the garrifon : 
they fired very warm for an hour and three 
quarters, during which time we had feveral 
men wounded. A foldier is miffing, fuppofed 
to have deferted. 

nth. This forenoon, a thirteen-inch fliell, fired 
from the* enemy's works, fell upon a magazine 
4 at Frincefs Ann's battery, where there were 
many men at work and on duty ^ it forced its 
way through the fplinter-proof which covered 
the magazine door, burft it open, and in the 
explofion blew up the magazine. We had fif- 
teen men killed, and twenty-one* wounded. 
Scarce had the explofion taken place, when the 
enemy began a very brifk cannonade and bom^ 
bardment from every battery on the ifthmus 
and lines, particularly* directed, to- the fpot 
where the unfortunate accident happened.— 
The Royal Artillery felt for the lafs, and in 
retaliation gave the foe moft heavy and well-, 
dire&ed discharges of fhot ai)d fliells, which* 
they met with aftonifhing bravery. 

The man miffing the 1 oth inftant, was taken- 
this day a*, the back of the Rock, by a party 
of men* and fen t on board the Provoji fliip^ a 
place of confinement, and anfwers the pur-, 
pofe of a garrifon gaoL 

Th* 
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TRfc enemy labour with the utmoft diligence 1782 
on their floating batteries ; their whole atten- June. 
tion feems to be engaged in their equipment. 13th. 
It is conje&ured that in five or fix weeks they 
will be completed, and ready for action. If 
they are not fuccefsful when they attack our 
walls, the enemy will be obliged to abandon 
them to our cannonade, as from their appa- 
rent heavinefs, it cannot be fuppofed practica- 
ble to get them from their anchorage. 

This day a foldier deferted from Landport 14th. 
guard ; the fentinels fired at him, but he made 
his efcape without receiving any hurt from 
the mufquetry. — Wind E. A French frigate 
convoying a number of fmall craft, arrived at 
Algaziras from the eaftward with troops on 
board. About two o'clock this afternoon, a - 
Spanifh xebec was becalmed near the garrifon. 
The fbuthward batteries and prams, at New- 
Mole Heady fired upon her, affiftedby Captain 
Curtis y and our twelve gun-boats. The xebec 
perceiving her fituation to be growing very 
defperate, fired a gun to windward as a fignal 
for affiftance, while Curtis's boats kept a fire 
upon her head. The enemy fent feveral fmall 
cruizers to her relief, ^frhen unluckily a breeze 
fprang up from the eaft, and two Spanijb gun- 
boats towed her out of the reach of our guns. 
Had it continued a calm much longer, fhe 
jnuft have been under the neceffity of ftriking. 
She received feveral fhot from the garrifon 
guns. v 

The xebec we fired at yefterday, is obferved 15th. 
to be upon her keel, no doubt repairing the 
damage fhe received. 

WindE. 
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i 7 o 2 Wind E. A fettee fropi the eafhrard w» 
juuc. curried by a Bpanifly cruizer into Algaziras y uq- 
ijilu der Englijb colours ; in all probability fhe was 
laden with cattle for the garrifon, which is 
much wanted, and fells at a great price : — beef 
four {hillings and ten-pence halfpenny per 
pound, and mutton five {hillings and fixpence 
pec pound. You may judge (he fcardty and 
dearnefs, when I inform you that a bullock, 
intended to be flaughtered, is purchafed every 
pound .before killed, except the liver, whicit 
fells at one fliilling and fixpence per pound* 
and for which a crowd of women and chil- 
dren will be fighting for the purchafe at the 
flaugbter-houfe door. A bullock's head, with r 
out a tongue, has been fold for feven dollars 
and a halt, which is according to the exchange 
of money, one pound three millings and four* 

Eence halfpenny, arid the tongue for eight fili- 
ngs and three half-pence* 
1 8th* Yefterday everting, wind W. one Spanifh flup 
of the 'line,, three large ftore-fhips, and eight 
other veflels arrived at Algaziras, from the 
weftward. It is the general opinion of the 
garrifon, that the three large ijbips are for the- 
purpofe of making floating-batteries, to co- 
operate with thofe npw preparing at jUgaziras* 
as they are hauled in under the land*. 

This afternoon, the wind having fhifted to^ 
6. E. three frigates, and between teventy and 
eighty tranfpewrts under French colours* with 
troops on board, arrived from the eaftward, 
and anchored at Algazirat. We conjecture 
they have brought a reinforcement of about 
fix thoufand men. Our prams fired feveral 
{hot at four of th# enemy's gun-boats that 

came 
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t&rne within reach : a fhot went through the 178* 
fail of the hfeadmoft, when they fheered off. June, 

Three frigates, with feveral fail uncfer con- 19th* 
Voy, paflfed to the weftward-- -could not difcera 
to what niation they belong. 

The trobps arrived in the Frenth tratifports 20th. 
have begun difembariring ; feveral gun-boats 
already landed at the pier of the Orange Grove. 
A veffel with a Spanijh enfign above the. Engfijh 9 
"was carried into Algaziras. The enemy are 
bufy in unrigging the three laft ftore-fhips, , 
and cutting down their fides* The fire from 
the land fide is continued with unabating 
ipirit. 

A boat came over laft night from Algazira^ 21ft. 
with two men taken in the fettee the 17th in- 
liant ; they cut the boat adrift. They report 
that the Spaniards were in high fpijits, and en- 
tertain great expectation from ten junk fhips 
which are getting ready with all pofiible expe- 
•dition, whofe ftrength and form will be im- 
pregnable, both againft flxot and fliells. We 
ihall of courfe find ftubborn and difficult work 
in engaging them. 

The JFrench troops finifhed landing this day, 
and are encamped on the left of the Spanijh 
army : they are commanded by the Duke de 
'CrilUoiu From the beft account arrived, the 
enemy's land forces amount to thirty thoufand 
men. 

This day the enemy ceafed firing on the gar- 23d, 
rifon, which is very furprifing, as our work- 
ing parties are numerous on the hill. The 
enemy are very bufy on their ten floating bat- 
teries ; they have cut down the fides of the 
three laft ihips arrived, almoft level with the 
water. Tht, 
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1782 The enemy's batteries are ftill filent ; every 
June, thing on the ifthmus wears a different appear- 
24th. ance. It is imagined that Duke de Crillion fiic- 
eeeds General Alvarez in command, and that a 
new arrangement, of operations has taken 
place. We fire very negligently on the enemy, 
and that moftly in the nignt. The floating bat- 
teries have a nUmber of hands at work upon 
them, but we cannot make out what they are 
doing* 
27th. All quiet oh the ifthmus, excepting now 
and then a fliot for divexfion, which fome- 
times we return, and fometimes not. Our 
Governor has taJcen this opportunity of re- 
pairing and ftrengthening the works and bat- 
teries. Several ftrong working parties employ- 
ed to the northward. 
29th. Little fire from the enemy. The floating- 
batteries are forwarding with incredible expe- 
dition. The enemy have begun forming 
fomething over the deck of one of them, we 
fuppofe for a fplinter-proofr— time will manifeft 
*he ufe of it. 

I remain, 

Dear Brother , 

JffeSionattly Toursi 
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LET T, E R XXXIV. 

Gibraltar. 
z Bear Brother, 

THfe enemy obferve great filence^ on the 178a 
ifthmus, but an unufual a&ivity appears July 1* 
in and about their ftores and grand magazine: 
fbme are of opinion that the attack will be 
made fudden and in the night time. We are 
well fatisfied with the ceafing of the cannonade, 
as it affords us the opportunity of repairing 
our very-much fhattered and damaged works. 
This morning we fired fix fliells from Willis's 
into the Spartijh lines, which they anfwered 
With one fhot. ; 

• Six battalions in the Spanifi encampment, 
ftruck their tents this morning, and removed 
to another part of the camp. 

All bufy at Algaziras. The conftru6Hon of 
the cover of one of the floating batteries is 
much refembling the roof of a houfe, but at 
the diftance they now are, cannot hazard a 
defcription. The general opinion of the gar- 
rifon is, that the enemy will experience great 
labour and difficulty to bring them on, as 
they muft be very heavy from the quantity of 
timber which compofe their bulk. 

The regiments in the garrifon for feveral 
clays paft, have been practifing firing ball from 
the line-wall, at a target placed a fmall diftance 
from the Rock, in the fea. 

Some few Ihot and fliells from the enemy 3d, 
this day. The floating batteries are in great 
forwardnefs. The 
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1781 *The junk fhips zte not yet completed ; they 
July, have roofed a lecond, and began a third ; fo 
6th. that we imagine they will all be finifhed in the 

fame manner. 
7th. Wind W. Early this morning a brig from 
the weftward was difcovered in the Offings the 
tyanijh tfowers hung out the fignal of an ene- 
my, when a xebec and four gunboats pufhed 
out : the boats foon came up with her and be- 
gan a fire, which fhe returned, and beat them 
off: the xebec then bore down and boarded 
her in a manful manner \ atnd fhortly after 
they hoifted the Spanijh colours above the Eng- 
lifh : fhe was conduced under this efcort in 
triumph to Algaziras. We feel a fenfible un- 
cafinefe in not having a force fufficient to pra- 
ted any veffel Handing for the Bay. It muft 
be very diftreffing, after a veffel has efcaped 
croffing the fea, to be taken in fight of their 
deftined port, and fometimes almoft withia 
reach of the garrifon guns. 

This afternoon arrived from the weftward, 
and anchored at Cabritta, a frigate and a xe* 
bee. We expe& fome other veffel is in fight 
of the coaft. 
jtth. The enemy continue working on the cork 
fhips, roofing them over, which makes them 
have a very odd appearance. A ferjeant is mif- 
fing fuppofed to have deferted. 
nth. This afternoon four men belonging to on© 
of the Prams, went in a boat to the enemy. 
We fired at them, but too late to prevent their 
efcape. The ferjeant milling on the icth, wa« 
found at the back of the rock, halfway down, 
but for Want of a rope could not get any fur- 
ther. 

Thif 
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This morning a foldier deferted from Ifyeen's 1782 
Lines Guard. A Prophet is taken up, and fent July 
on board the Provq/tjhip. Like Jonah warn- 13th. 
ing the city of Nineveh, fo he publicly avowed 
that within fix weeks, fix days, and fix hours, 
from laft Saturday at twelve o'clock, the garri- 
fon would be taken, and the Governor killed : 
he is a foldier belonging to the 73d regiment, x 
and, at the expiration of the time, there is 
no doubt but he will fuffer for his folly. 

This morning came in a deferter from Spain: 14th. 
he fays that there are forty-four battalions in 
camp ; that Duke de Crillion has made a tho- 
rough furvey of all the works, and is gone to 
Madrid to report to his Catholic Majefty. The 
enemy have not completed any of the floating 
batteries — They havebegun this morning form- 
ing a boom acrofs the harbour at Algaziras, for 
the protection of their Clipping — We flatter 
ourfelves that they are apprehenfive of the ar- 
rival of our fleet. 

Wind W. The French convoy failed to the 16th. 
eaftward, and the men of war ire in readinefs 
to weigh. The boom at Algaziras is lengthen- 
ing confiderably. From thefe circumftances, 
we conjecture that we fhall fliortly find relief. 
The floating batteries come on apace. 

The boom is lengthened about twothoufand' 17th. 
yards, and covers all the floating batteries. 
The Spanijh cruizers are very alert, and ^either 
truft to colours or fignals. The enemy have 
begun a battery near Tar if a (from the account 
the deferter givss that came in on the 1 4th) 
and that fix hundred men were detached for 
that purpofe* 

N Wind E. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iW THE SIEGE OF 

1782 . WindE. Six large boats arrived from the 

July eaftward at Algaziras ; they appear to be new, 

18th. and of the conftruction of their gun-boats. 
The enemy keep working day aad night at 
the floating batteries ; the roof of one is quite 
fmifhed, and is much like the top of a houfe, 
with a gradual afcent from head and ftern. 

1 9th. The boom at Algaziras is extended tke length 
of the town, and all the cruizers are on the 
infide ; the bomb ketch which lay at the Orange 
Grove, weighed anchor, and has taken her fta- 
tion at the fame place. The old paftime of 
fliot and fhells cannot be forgot, we keep play- 
ing, away manfully. A failor who happened to 
be in town when a fliell burft over his head, 
exclaimed (with the ufual oath for which they 
are fo much diftinguiflied) " D~n — , but the 
Spaniards have got a battery in the air." 

2 1 ft. All hands bufy at work on the oppofite 
fhore; three of the floating batteries are roofed 
over. The regiments exchanged quarters this 
day. 

23d. Wind W. A large xebec arrived and an- 
chored at Algazfra*. The enemy have nearly 
roofed another of the floating batteries, and 
the three laft that were taken in hand, are in 
great forwardnefs. 

24th. The ferjeant taken at the back of the Rock 
on the 1 1 th, was executed fqr the fame, and 
died with a penitence becoming his unhappy 
fituation. 
25th. Wind ftrong E. Arrived the St. Philip's- 
Cajlle and General Murray floop of war, from 
Leghorn ; they have brought provifion for the 
garrifon, with five officers and feventy-five 
Corficans : they bring the agreeable intelligence 

of 
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of Admiral Rodney having defeated the French, 1782 
and taken the Ville de Paris of 1 1 o guns, with July, 
four other line of battle fhips. Our Governor 25th. 
ordered a falvo from the batteries, and a feu de 
joye to be fired, which you will perceive by the 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

# 
Parole Rodney. A feu de joye to be fired this 
day to celebrate the vittory gained by his majeflfs 
fleet under the command of Sir George Rodney, over 
the French fleet in the Weft-Indies. All the ord- 
nance from the Rock gun to Princefs Carolina's in- 
clufive, to be fired at one 6 'clock, beginning at the 
Rock gunflootted. At fix in the evening the regi- 
ments will take pofl on the line wall, in the follow- 
ing order, drawn up two deep. 

The J2d regiment right to the Prince Heffe's 
battery ; 1 2th join the left of J2d; the two town 
companies of Artillery on the King's bqftion ; the 
%gth on the left of the 12th; Lieutenant-General 
RederCs left of 39/A ; Major-General La Mott's 
left of Reden's ; j$d right at Ragged-flqff "; 56/^ 
on the left of y$d; the three South Companies of 
Royal Artillery in the New-Mole fort. — Two rock- 
ets will be thrown up on the right, as a fignal to 
begin the firfl round ; two from the left, when the 
Jire returns from thence for the fecond round; and 
two more from the right for the third round. Three 
cheers when the firing is finijhed, to begin on the 
right, and pafs along in the fame manner as the 
jiring did. 

. The Clipping and gun-boats fired and cheer- 
ed at one o'clock ; the hill batteries faluted the 
enemy's works with ball, and the regiments 
N 2 performed 
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1782 performed fri the evening a running fire di 
July three rounds, which had a pleafing effect. 
2-5t.l1. I hope this fuccefs will contribute to diftreft 
and difpirit our foes, who, vaunting of their 
power, blufter, threaten, and claim victory 
as their own. Their impregnable floating bat- 
teries will fliortly be tried, and though the 
■Spani/b gazettes boaft of unborn achievements, 
yet there is not the leaft doubt but our l*ed hot 
pills will effe&ually anfwer our purpofe. They 
muft be of an amazing conftruclion if blazing 
twenty-four and thirty-two pounders will not 
burn them. 

This being St. J/imes's Day, the enemy's 
fliips were drefTed and faluted three times. — 
The enemy roofed over another floating bat- 
tery, 
a 6th. Wind W. Arrived a fmall fettee from Portu- 
gal ^vith wine and fruit. She has brought a 
confirmation of the glorious defeat of the 
French. The enemy endeavoured to take her> 
but were too late in getting out. 
30th. The floating batteries come rapidly on ; 
another of them is roofed over. The enemy 
devote their whole time and ftudy to get them 
finifhed ; they work day and night. On our 
part, being convinced they are intended to at- 
tack the place, we as anxioufly wifh for their 
fpeedy equipment to give the defive ftroke. — 
It will be hot and ftubhom work, if they arc 
of the ftrength reported, namely, bomb-proofs 
that will relift a fliell which weighs two hun- 
dred before it is difchagred from the mortar, 
and when it defcends, is fuppofed to fail thirty- 



ton weight. 
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Their blooming hopes foar high in this delulion,. 

To* gain pnflTeflion of this envied place, 

And on the battlements Spain's enfigns fpread. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother,. 

THE foe, ere long, will make their prp- 178^ 
mifed ftorm — their batteries are com-Aug.4^ 
pleated, and their junk-fhips almoft ready. A 
numerous army encamped, and boats for land- 
ing their troops are in the rivers. It is pro- 
bable that this month will be the grand deci* 
fion of the combat, and we heartily wiih it, as 
we are almoft worn out with conftant toils, 
harraffing expectations, and a fevere cannon- 
ade, which the enemy began again yefterday 
evening. 

The enemy have brought feveral foe fliips 
out of the rivers ; the floating batteries have 
a very ugly and odd appearance : we think 
they were mounting ordnance in one to-day, 
as a gi eat number of boats were along fide. 

The Corficans that arrived here from Leghorn* 
are formed into a company, viz. 

Signor Antonio Leonettie, Captain; Phillippo 
Maffaraia, Captain Lieutenant ; Georgio Alex- 
andria Micbiliy Firft Lieutenant ; Leonardo 
Monti; Adjutant, with the rank of Lieutenant; 
Angelo Raffaelli) fecond Lieutenant ; Lugi Cotie 9 
Chaplain ; four Serjeants, four Corporals, two 
Drummers, and 68 private men :— -total eighty «. 
i&ur. Adefertcr v 
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1782 A dcferter from the enemy came in, and 

Aug. fays that the floating batteries are almoft ready, 

7th. and that one has been tried with ball, and an- 
fwers their expectation. 

8th. Wind W. Arrived two veffels* under Im- 
perial colours, from the weftward at Algaziras> 
and the line ®f battle fhip failed from that 
place to the Orange Grove, fuppofed to take in 
powder and ftores. The floating batteries are 
very near finiflied. The enemy fire with fpirit 
from the land fide. . 

1 ith. Wind E. This day arrived a French twen- 
ty gun fhip, on the oppofite fide. Several par- 
ties are employed on the ftrand, beyond the 
Spanijh lines, we fuppofe for the purpofe of 
erecting a battery, they being apprehenfive of 
a vifit in that part, whenever our fleet arrives. 
The fhip that came in yefterday, has remov- 
ed to the Orange Grove, probably to difchargc 
her cargo. The enemy keep labouring at their 
junk fhips, and have taken the mafts out of 
one 'of 'them, but moft people are of opinion 
they never, will be able to bring them over 
.without fails. 

I2th. The enemy have put fmaller mafts into the 
fhip that they difmafted yefterday, and are 
very bufy rigging her — From this it is evident 
they mean to fail to their anchorage. From 
what opinion we canatprefent form, we ima- 
gine from their clofenefs and wanting air, that 
they will find an inconvenience in working 
their guns with brilknefs. 

13th. WindW. Sailed the Eliza brig, for Leg* 
horn. The veflels arrived under Imperial co- 
lours, failed to the Orange Grove. The enemy 
are very bufy in rigging two of the floating 
batteries. Arrived 
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Arrived a frigate^ under French colours from 1782 
the weftward at Algaziras — Four gun boats fir- Aug. 
ed at her, apprehending fhe was an enemy, 14th. 
until fhe difplayed her colours. 

The enemy have taken out the mails of four 
of the batteries, and replaced them with others 
much fmaller, the two that were rigging have 
bent their fails — We imagine they will ihortly 
all of them be ready. 

During the courfe of laft night, the enemy 16th. 
erected a work compofed of fand bags, extend* 
ing obliquely from the eaftern fliore, towards 
the centre of the Spanijh lines. It is computed 
from its length and height, and having fo fliort 
a fpace of time to complete it in (only about fix 
hours darknefs) that there was not lefs than ten 
thoufand men employed in the execution of 
it. — At prefent it is malked, but there is not 
the leaft doubt but the enemy intend it for a 
battery. 

The enemy have hauled out one of their iy\h± 
floating batteries being perfectly finifhed ; fhe 
has a very awkward and furprifing appearance, 
and lies low in the water : — they are very 
attentive in equipping the others. Wind W. 
arrived a cutter from the weftward, and falu- 
ted the Admiral with eleven guns, which he re- 
turned with three. A tolerable brifk capnon- . 
ade from the enemy's forts and lines. 

About eleven o'clock this forenoon the ene- 1 8th. 
my made a grand difplay in the bay — feven 
barges with crimfon awnings proceeded from 
Algaziras , attended by twelve gun boats to the 
Orange Grove — In half an hour after their arri- 
val, they put off in the fame order, upon 
which the fliipping immediately dreficd, and 

the 
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1782 the Admiral gave a falute of twenty-one guns 
Aug. — the other Clipping aifo fired, and the gun 
1 8th. boats each of them difcharged their ordnance. 
A frigate got under weigh from j4/gcziras,2i\d 
under a gentle fail went to meet the barges, 
which when ihe had come half way fhe gave a 
falute of twenty-one guns, the gun boats fired 
alternately, until the barges got to Algaziras, 
when another royal falute was given. The 
barges then went on board the junk fliip haul- 
ed out yefterday, and a difcharge of cannon 
continued while the vifitors remained on board 
— Having gratified their curiofity in the exa- 
mination of the floating battery, they went 
on board the Admiral's ffiip to dine, and re- 
gale themfelves, and drank a hearty bumper 
in fuccefs to their undertaking, where they 
continued till fix o'clock in the evening, when, 
in the fame proceflion they came in, they re- 
turned to the pier at the Orange Grove, and 
on their landing, another falute was given. — 
Some are of opinion that this rejoicing is occa- 
fioned by the arrival of a Prince of the Blood, 
and others that it is the Admiral who is ta 
command the floating batteries. 
19th. This forenoon a flag of truce from the 
Orange Grove came over, and rowed along 
pretty near our Kne wall, until fhe came oppo- 
site Ragged-J}ajf\ when one of our boats went 
out with Captain Valhton, of the 56th regiment 
(chief Aid-de-camp to the Governor) and fpoke 
to her, and foon afterwards returned. — The 
boat kept very clofe in with the fliore, making 
a furvcy of the works, when the Rcpulfe (an 
advanced gun boat) fired a fhot as a caution 
for her to keep her proper diftance. — Soon af- 
ter 
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tcr Captain Valloton returned to the flag of 1782 
truce, which brought a handfome prefent of Aug. 
fruit and game for the Governor, from Count igtlu 
de Artois, whofe arrival in the SpaniJIo camp oc- 
cafioned yefterday's rejoicing. — The floating 
batteries are rigging with the utmoft expedi- 
tion. The day of trial is very near at hand, I 
hope we fhsll acquit ourfelves in the defence of 
this place with honour and fuccefs. 

This morning our Governor fent out a flag 
of truce to the enemy, with a return for the 
prefent received yefterday. I am confidently 
told, it confifted of a calk of beef, pork, and 
butter, a cheefe, a puncheon of rum, a Iheep 
and a goat, fome poultry, and a quantity of 
potatoes, " with the General's compliments 
to the Count, thanking him for his kindnefs, 
and alluring him that he did not want any re- 
frefhments." This was policy to make the 
enemy believe that our fituation was not fo de- 
plorable as they imagined. 

Wind E. This morning we obferved the 21ft. 
Eliza brig that failed from hence on the 13th, 
returning from the eaftward under a Spanijh 
enfign, and alfo thirteen large boats which we 
imagine are for the purpofe of landing troops ; 
from their fize it is not improbable but each of 
them may contain five hundred men. — Six of 
the floating batteries are almoft rigged — two 
completely equipped for battle. 

This forenoon our batteries poured upon the 2 id. 
enemy's works a confiderable difcharge of fhot, 
fliells, and carcaffes, and had the fatisfaclion 
to fet the enemy's advanced ifthmus work on 
fire, which burnt moft furioufly for an hour 
or better. A bnik fire was maintained on both 

fides 
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1782 fides with the firmeft fpirit and bravery, and 

Aug. the enemy were feveral times drove off their 
works, and forced to abandon a battery on 
the left of St. Carlos, termed the Mahon batte- 
ry. We fired from the garrifon in the fpace of 
an hour, near fourteen hundred rounds — the 
cannonade continued furious till nine o'clock, 
when the enemy rather flackened their fire. 
We had only three men wounded, but judge 
what lofs the foe muft have fuftained, as they 
had a body of near two thoufand men employ- 
ed, in endeavouring to extinguiih the fire. 

23d. The enemy have roofed another floating 
battery, and are rigging thofe that are already 
roofed ; one of them appears to have about 
twenty-fix ports on one fide.. Our batteries 
keep playing away upon the ifthmus, and we 
have been ufing every means to fire the ene- 
my's works again, but all ineffectually.. 

24th. The fand-bag work ereftec\ on the 16th in- 
ftant, confifts of four batteries of fixteen guns* 
each. The enemy are bufy in nailing down, 
their platforms, and getting all things in rea- 
dinefs to mount the ordnance — They will be 
able to fcour our lines, and advanced pofts- 
from this work ; they are. forming bomb bat- 
teries in the rear of the cannon of their ad- 
vanced batteries ; fo refolutely determined are 
they upon the capture of the old Rock. 

25th. The enemy had a rejoicing to-day on the 
fea-fide— in the morning at fun-rife, the fhip& 
dreffed and fired, as did alfo the ifland near 
^ilgaziras — this was repeated again at noon, 
and at the going down of the fun. Th^e float- 
ing batteries are almoft ready. 

The 
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The St. Philip 9 s Cajlki and the ordnance 1782 
ftore (hipping that lay in Rofia Bay, hauled in Aug. 
this morning to the New Mole. The bay on 26th. 
our fide is quite clear, as all our fhips are now 
within the boom. From the circumftances 
of the fiege, it is whifpered that the feamen 
are to be landed, and incorporated into a bri- 
gade, %& act as foldiers within the walls, un- • 
der..|he command of Captain Curtis as Colo- 
nel. The enemy have eight of their floating 
batteries roofed — the day of battle is nigh at 
hand. ^ 

This morning a deferter came in from Spain, 27th*. 
and brings advice, that the enemy have every 
preparation made on the land-fide for the af-> 
fault, and that they are only waiting for the 
junk flrips, when they mean to attack us in 
every quarter — He alfo fays that eight line of 
battle flnps are expe&ed from Cadiz, to aft in 
conjunction with xhtfiotantees. He was taken 
prisoner at Minorca, by Duke de Crillion, and in- 
Ufted into a French regiment, but not liking to 
fight againft his king and country, embraced 
, the firft opportunity of making his efcape. 

WindW. Arrived at Algaziras, fix line of 28 th. 
battle fhips, two xebecs and a cutter. The 
ninth floating battery is almoft roofed, but is 
much fmaller than the others. 

The deferter that came in yefterday, fays, 
that on the night of the 16th, he was among 
the number that helped to erect the fand bag ' 
work, and from the accounts in the Spanijh 
camp, there was about eleven thoufand men 
employed to effect it, that had we fired to- 
wards the eaftern fliore, the greateft part mufl 
kave been cut; off. 

The 
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1782 The crews of the men of war and other 
Aug. {hipping in New Mole are landed, and employ-. 
39th. ed in bringing their ftores on fhore. The fea- 
men are in good fpirits, and fwear bitterly 
againft the Dons. — This little reinforcement 
will be of great fervice to us. The enemy * 
fire brifk on the land fide. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

30th. The officers and crews of his niajcflfs Jhips. 

being landed, are to he encamped at Europa, and' 
, to form the Marine Brigade. Captain Curtis com** 

viandinghis majejlfs jhips in the Mediterranean. 

is appointed to ft rue as. Brigadier General. 

You would finile to view the tars handling 
their firelocks, and marching full accoutred ; 
the boatfwain's pipe — all hands aloft, — brace 
the yards, — tacks and fhects, &c. are no longer 
heard, — the glittering be^utie^ of the pa- 
rade engage the attention, while whittling 
winds, and roaring billows are forgotten. 
Thus military equipped, they long for battle, 
to perform their evolutions and manoeuvres, 
which on a parade might excite laughter, but 
amidft blazing cannon, and clouds of fmoke, 
every awkward appearance will be hid — If they 
prime and load expeditioufly, it is all that 
will be required, nor will they need to reft; 
' fhoulder, or poife. 

Tours &c. 



P. S. IncJofed arc the copies of two letters , faid to be 
written by the Duke de CriUion, and Jus Excellency Gcvevat 
Eliott, on the 1 <,th and 20th inftanu . 



Digitized by 



Google 



GIBRALTAR. 157 

Campof Biicnavifia^ Augnjli^ 1782* 

Sir, 

HIS Royal Highnefs Comte d 9 Artois, who 1782 
has received permiflion from the King, Aug. 
his brother, to aflift at the fiege as a volunteer 30th. 
in the combined army, of which their mod 
Chriftian and Catholic Majeftics have honoured 
me with the command, arrived in this Camp 
the 15th inftant. This young Prince has been 
. pleafed in palling through Madrid, to take 
charge of fome letters, which had been fent to 
that capital from, this, and which are addreffed 
to perfons belonging to your garrifon — his 
Royal Highnefs has defired that I would tranf- 
mit them to you, and that to this mark of his 
goQdnefs and attention, I fliould add the 
ftrongeft expreflions of efteem for your perlbn 
and character ; I feel the greater pleafure in 
giving this mark of condefcenfion in this au- 
guft Prince, as it furnifhes me with a pretext, 
which I have been anxioufly looking for thefe 
two months that I have been in this camp, 
to affurc you of the high efteem I have con- 
ceived for your Excellency, of the immenfe 
defirc I feel of deferving yours, and of the 
pleafure to which I look forward of becoming 
your friend, after I fhall have learnt to render 
myfelf worthy the honor of facing you as an 
enemy. His Highnefs the Duke de Bourbon , 
who arrived here twenty-four hours after 
Comte d 9 Artois, deiires'alfo that I flxould affurc 
you of his particular efteem. 

Permit 
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1782 Permit me, dear General, to offer you a few 
Aug. little trifles for your table, of which I ajn fure 
30th* you muft ftandin need; as I know you live en- 
tirely upon vegetables, I fhould be glad to 
know what kind you like beft. I fhall add a 
few partridges for the gentlemen of your 
houfliold, and fome ice, which I prefume will 
not be difagreeable in the exceflive heat of this 
climate, at this feafon of the year — I hope 
you will be obliging enough to accept the fmall 
prefent I fend with this letter. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
His Excellency General Eliott, &c. 



Gibraltar 9 Aug. 20. 
Sir, 

I FIND myfelf highly honoured by your ob- 
liging letter of yefterday, in which your 
Excellency was fo kind as to inform me of the 
arrival in your' camp of his Royal Highnefs 
the Comte d' Artois, and the Duke de Bourbon, 
to ferve as volunteers at the fiege. Thefe 
Princes have fhewn their judgment in making 
choice of a mafter in the art of war, whofe 
abilities cannot fail to make great warriors. I 
am really overwhelmed with the condefcenfion 
of his Royal Hignefs, in fuffering fome letters 
for perfons in this town to be conveyed^from 
Madrid in his carriages. I flatter myfelf that 
your Excellency will give my moft profound 

refpecis 
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refpecte to his Royal Highnefs, and the Duke 1782 
de Bourbon, for the exprefiions of efteem with Aug. 
which they have been pleafed to honor fo in- 30th. 
fignificant a perfon as I am. 

I return a thoufand thanks to your Excellen- 
cy for your handfome prefent of fruits, vege- 
tables and game, you will excufe me however 
I truft, when I afiure you, that in accepting 
your prefent, I have broken through a refolu- 
tion, which I had faithfully kept fince the be- 
ginning of the war, and that was, never to re- 
ceive, or procure by any means whatever, any 
provifions, or other commodity for my own 
private ufe; fo that without any preference, 
every thing is fold publicly here, and the pri- 
vate foldier (if he has money) can become a 
purchafer as ibon as the Governor. I confefs 
I make it a point of honor to partake both of 
plenty and fcarcity in common with my brave 
foldiers ; this furnifhes me with an excufe for 
the liberty I now take of intreating your Ex- 
cellency not to heap any more favours on me 
of this kind, as in future I cannot convert your 
prefents to my own private ufe. Indeed, to be 
plain with your Excellency, though vegetables 
at this feafon are fcarce with us, every one has 
jot a quantity proportioned to the labour he 
us bellowed in railing them : the Englijh are 
naturally fond of gardening and cultivation, 
and here we find our amufement in it, during 
the intervals of reft from public duty. 

The promife which the Duke de CrilHon 
makes to honour me, in proper time and place, 
with his friendfliip, lays me under infinite ob- 
ligations : the intcrefls of our Sovereigns being 

once 
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1782 once folidly fettled, I fhall with eagerncfa em- 
Aug* brace the firft opportunity to avail myfelf of 

fo' precious a treafiire. 

J have the honour to be 9 &c* 

His Excellency Duke de Crillion, &c. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Gibraltar 
Dear Brother, 

Sept. i»npHE grand action has not yet taken place, 
-*■ though every day adds frefh convincing 
proofs of a fpeedy termination. The enemy 
ftrenuoufly exert themfelves both by land 
and fea ; they have hauled out five of their 
floating batteries in a line with the firft, having 
bent their fails, and otherwife rigged them. 
On the ifthmus is a battery almoft within a 
piftolfhot, fufUcicnt of itfelf " 

To (Irike with dread a legion of infernals, 
"When told they muft withftand its mightj rage. 

In the camp of Santa Roque> an army of fifty 
thoufand men parade, not worn out with the 
heavy toils of war, but healthful and vigor- 
ous, while our garrifon, deprived of all nou- 
riihment, and almoft as feeble as old age for 
want of fuccour, can mufter very few more 
than five thoufand men and boys, including 
fick, wounded, and difabled, to repulfe the 

efforts 
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efforts of fuch a fuperior force. Lieutenant 1782. 
Campbell, of the Brilliant , was privately dif-Sept.u 
patched with letters to Portugal from the Go- 
vernor, to convey to England. ; 

But as we're a&ors — Europe the fpe&ators, 
I truft we fhaHperform in th's great caufe, 
As men determin'd to maintain the right 
Of George our king, and Britain's fame and welfare. 
Although die foe has made a hearing boaft. 
That each difcharge from land and fea we'll find, 
Two thoufand ihot and fhells from guns and moitars, 
Will conftantly be (how'ring on the garrifon. 

Wind E. Two French line of battle fhips, 3d. 
which feemingly flood for the weftward, came 
into JJgaziras, on a frigate's fpeaking to 
them. 

This morning, fixteen large boats came out 4th. 
of the river, arid went to the Orange-Grove : 
they appear to be for the purpofe of landing 
troops, from having a high and thick parapet 
at the head. Seven of the Spanifh junk fhips 
failed from Algaziras to Orange-Grove this af- 
ternoon ; they had a very ftiff breeze from 
S. W. but were two hours in performing the 
diftance- of four miles. They look very \in- 
weildy, and lay deep in the vfater; three of 
them have two tjer of guns. 

The enemy's naval force now ftands thus : — 
Nine fhips of the line, three frigates, four 
xebecs, eight gallies, two cutters, one French 
fhip twenty guns, nine floating batteries com- 
plete, one ditto almoft finifhed, one bomb- 
O ketch, 
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1782 ketch, about one hundred gun and mortar- 
Sept, boats, befides boats for landing troops, 
6th. The enemy have been affiduoully employed 
in mounting guns in their fixty-four gun bat- 
tery. We have kept almoft an incenant fire 
from the rock-gun upon it, but it being fo 
thick covered with fand, the fliot makes 
very little penetration. An additional field 
officer is ordered to take poll in the lines, and 
a reinforcement to the New Mole guard. The 
Corfican company that were embodied Auguft 
4th, are ordered for duty to-morrow. Every 
* one that is able to fire a mufquet, or carry a 
fliot, muft take poft upon any alarm. The 
tenth floating battery is roofed, and they have 
begun to, rig her ; — a few days more, and then 
we fliall fall to it ding-dong. 

A floating caftle was towed from the river to 
Orange Grove ; upwards of two hundred boats 
lay at the mouth of the firft river. Three 
French polacres arrived ' from the weftward at 
Algaziras, with troops. A Spanijh delerter came 
in laft night, fays, the enemy are only wait- 
ing for the Prince of Naffau. 
7th. The three remaining junk fliips at Algaziras, 
have taken in their mafts. The enemy have 
erefted flairs on the floating caftle arrived at 
Orange Grove yefterday. At day-break this 
morning, feveral of the enemy's cruizers ap- 
peared off the Old Mole ; and for want of fuffi- 
cient light, the fentinels alarmed the guards, 
with the arrival of the junk fliips. Five line 
of battle fliips, and one of the junkers, pro- 
ceeded to Orange Grove this afternoon; th* 
latter was thiee hours on her way. 

GARRISON 
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GARRISON ORDERS. 1782 

*The marine brigade to take Europa advance, and * " 
Little-bay guards to-morrow* 

Reinforcements are ordered likewife to Prin- 
ce* s-lines, Landport 9 Waterport, Main and Ragged- 
Jiaff guards. 

This morning, Lieutenant-General Boyde 8th. 
took poll on the grand-battery (having com- 
mand of all the batteries) and the neceflary ar- 
rangements being made from die rock-gun to 
the Old-Mole-Head, we began a furious canno- 
nade of red-hot balls upon the enemy's Mahon- 
battery (mounted with fix pieces of ordnance) 
and other lines of approach, together with a 
fupply of fhells and carcafles ; — the moil in- 
toxicating joy gained pofleffion of the foldiery v 
and every heart and hand was chearfully em- 
ployed ; and while gazing crouds who had 
taken poft upon Andalufia's hills, beheld the 
vollies of deftruftion that flew in ihowers, and 
the fad effects that were productive of the red- 
flaming balls, our men rejoiced, and made a 
paftime of the dire employ. The foe withltood 
our fire with intrepidity, until moft of their 
works and the thirtecn-gun battery next the 
bay, were blazing in feveral places, and ftrew- 
cd over with mangled limbs and dead bodies. 
Several parties appeared upon the glacis, and 
in an undaunted manner, tore up the fafciens: 
fome kept pouring of bafkets of fand upon the 
parts that were on fire, and others running to 
the fea for buckets of water. Thus they flood, 
while Ihowers of baits fell on every fide, and 
many were obferved to be knocked off th* 
O 2 works. 
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1782 works. I affure you, it was a horrid fcenc of 
Sept. flaughter, and the enemy were conftrained to 
ceafe their cannonade, to fave the remainder 
of their rpen. The fire continued in this fpi- 
rited manner from feven till near one o'clock, 
during which we had feveral killed and wound- 
ed, among whom were Lieutenant Boag, of 
the Royal Artillery, and Enfign Gordon, of 
the 58th regiment, but not mortally. *The 
battery, which mounted thirteen pieces of can- 
non, was entirely confumed. 
9th. This morning, between four and five o'clock,' 
the enemy difcharged between fifty and fixty 
iliells in a volley on fche garrifon, and imme- 
diately after, opened their fixty-four and other 
batteries (amounting to about one htmdred 
and thirty pieces of cannon and eighty mor- 
tars) with the greateft fpirit, which we imme- 
diately anfwered. Their fixty-four gun battery 
was an inceffant volley the whole time, which 
lafred moft of the day, and the diftance being 
fo fhort, their fhot reached the walls dmoft as 
Toon as you perceived the flafh ; the difcharge 
was fo quick, that the balls rolled along the 
ftreets by dozens ; this # was by way of retaliation 
for the unexpected compliment we paid them 
yefterday. Lieutenant Wharton, of the 73d, 
ancf feveral men were wounded. The two 
floating batteries at Algaziras, have got then* 
fails bent. 

Wind E. Their line of battle fliips, nine 
in number, viz. feven Spanijh, and two French, 
accompanied by a xebec and frigate, ftretched 
over in a line from the Orange Grove this fore- 
noon, and fired upon the garrifon until they 
pafled Europa, when they tacked again, and 

returned 
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returned firing the fame way, they then flood 1782 
to the oppofite fide, where they lay with their Sept, 
fails loofe till near fun-fet, when they again 
ftretched over, and under a gentle fail directed 
their fire to the fouthward, in the fame manner 
as before, continuing their courfe to theeaft- 
ward, at which time their gun-boats came over, 
and rowed in a line under the King's Bajlion^ 
and began a fire, but our batteries gave them 
fuch a Imart reception, that they found it con- 
venient to withdraw. The 97th regiment, 
fohich landed laft March, are ordered to do 
duty. 

About one o'clock this morning, the nine 10th. 
line of battle fliips returned from the eaft ward, 
and fired upon Europa and the fouthward en- 
campments: they continued a bfiik cannonade 
until they came near the King's Ba/iion, when 
they flood over to the Orange Grove and an- 
chored ; feveral feamen at Europa and others, 
were wounded thereby. They repeated this 
manoeuvre again this forenoon, but hav- 
ing been frequently ftruck by our fliot, they 
came to an anchor on their own fide, where 
we obferved two of them repairing. — - 
From the land fide, they alfo maintain a brifk 
cannonade, and their fixty-four gun battery 
reprefents an entire blaze. It is apprehended 
that we fhall fuffer confiderably from this 
work. 

Between nine and ten o'clock this evening, 1 1 tlu 
the enemy advanced to Bay-Jide, and fet fire to 
the pallifadoes at that place, which burnt very 
freely for fome time, when one of them again 
advanced, obferving it rather decaying, put 
frefh fire to thofe that were aot confumed, / 

notwith- 
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1782 (landing the guards in the lines and at the ad- 
Sept, vanced polls, difcharged their mufquetry upon 
him : the gun and mortar-boats came over at 
the fame time, and poured in a brifk falute of 
( fliells and fhot for above two hours ; — fome few- 
killed and wounded upon the occafion. 

The frigates and Clipping within the Boom 
at New-Mole, were this morning fcuttled. The 
enemy are covering the roofs of the junk fliips 
wdth bags, refembling our fand-bags. 
1 2th^ This morning, we perceived a great part of 
the pallifado^s burnt down, fufficient to admit 
eight men abreaft. From this circumflance, 
we imagine they will not be long before they 
make the affault. From the ifthmus and forts 
they keep a conftant fire, and this morning, 
as I came off Landport Guard, croffing the Ef- 
planade, I obferved a foldier before me, lying 
on the ground, and his head fomewhat raifed; 
I ran to him, imagining the man had life, and 
lifted him up, when fuch a fight was difplayed 
to my view, that I think I fhall never forget : 
a twenty-fix pound ' ball had gone through his 
body, and his entrails as they hung out 
from the orifice, were of a moft difagreeable 
refemblance. The fhot from the enemy was 
popping on every fide, and as I found his life 
was gone, I left him on the fame fpot, and 
made the bell of my way to the fouthward. 
-A party of jnen buried him foon afterwards. 
The floating batteries at the Orange Grove have 
been taking in llores, &c. yefterday and to-day. 
The other two alfo arrived there after a tedious 
palfage froip J/gaziras. 

Several boats have been brought out of the 
rivers to the Orange Grove ; Come of them feero 

to 
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to have a kind of cover, which we fuppofe is 178a 
to fhelter them from our mufquetry, when Sept. 
they come near the fliore. The wind being 1 2th, 
wefterly, we fliall expect the junk fliips to em- 
brace this opportunity. The enemy have erect- 
ed ftands or booths around the fliore, lined 
with crimfon or fcarlet, where the nobles and 
grandees will take their feats. 

A report is juft circulated, that a fleet is 
obferved in the Gut ; we hope it is the Britijh 
coming to our relief; every one feems impa- 
tient to difcover their colours : a gentlemen 
who has been taking a view fays they are French 
and Spanifb men of war ; if fo, our fate is in- 
evitable. 

The fl^et are now diftinguifhable by the 
naked eye; they are fhips of force, under 
French and Spanijh colours ftanding for the Bay. 
The garrifon are greatly agitated and difap- 
pointed in their expectations. Will you be- 
lieve me, brother, there are forty-four fail of 
the line, exclufive of the nine already on the 
ftation, who are now anchoring between AU 
gaziras and the Orange Grove. If we can with- 
ftand this force, we may bid defiance to all 
the world. There are ten admirals flags in the 
fleet. 

This afternoon the gun and mortar-boats 
came daringly on, as much as to fay, " Te dogs 
furrender-" but luckily a fliot ftruck one of 
them, when flie difappeared ; the reft foon 
afterwards retired. Major Lewis, of the Royal 
Artillery, was wounded this day. 

A reinforcement is ordered tb £>ueen 9 s Lines, 
?md to the different picquets, nine of which 
are to take poft in town. 

That 
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1782 That our enemies may be defeated, is the 
Sept. fincere and hearty wifli of 
1 2th. 

Tour loving Brother* 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

1782 THO arm! to arms! is all the cry* The'ene- 
Sept. -■- my's floating batteries have weighed an- 
13th. chor, and are now under fail with aline breeze 
at N. W. Their colours wanton in the wind, 
with gaudy decorations for the battle, while 
thoufandsof fpeftators from yon glitteringfliore 
impatient wait to triumph in their fuccefs. 
They have now tacked with theijr heads to- 
wards the garrifon, and what is remarkable, 
they work them without a man being expofed 
or feen. 

Half pq/i nine o 9 Clock. 

The floating batteries have juft brought tq, 
between the O/d-Mole-Head and South Bajlion^ 
within eight hundred yards of the walls — a 
very bold manoeuvre.— Adieu ! Victory or 
death will crown our caufe. The garrifon and 
floatantees are engaged — the ignivomous ap- 
, pearance of the Bay and Rock, cannot be def- 
cribed by words. 

Half 
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Half pajl Eleven at Night. 1782 

Sep. 13. 
Tired and fatigued, I fit down to let you 
know, that the conflict is over, after a ftubborn 
and well-fought battle, by which the enemy's 
fliips are on fire. When they came on at nine 
o'clock this morning, they proceeded in ad- 
mirable order, fucceffively to their different fic- 
tions, and as they moored began tp fire with, 
the utmoft vivacity. The cannonade on both 
fides foon became truly tremendous, the land 
batteries co-operating with the junk fhips to 
render the attack more formidable, poured in- 
to the garrifon prodigious difcharges, which 
the artillery in their enthufiafm difregarded, 
and particularly directed the ordnance on thefe 
wonderful fhips of deftruction. Our aflonifh- 
ment wa$ raifed to the higheft pitch, on be- 
holding our heavieft fhot rebound from their 
fides, and an unufual anxiety feetned to pof- 
fefs the mind of all ranks, when a thirteen 
inch fhell, which dropped on the roof of the 
Admiral's fhip, refitted penetration ! About 
twelve o'clock the batteries were fupplied with 
red hot foot, the exertions of the men employ- 
ed at the guns, became more animated, and 
the fire was maintained with unabating firm- 
nefs. The cafualties of war on moft of the 
batteries, evinced the ftrength of the oppofi- 
tionj the enemy continuing the fire in good 
line, and powerfully fupported from the ifth- 
mus in a flanking dire&ion/ Near four hun- 
dred pieces of cannon being engaged for feve- 
ral hours, the fuperiority on either fide was 
doubtful, until towards the evening, when 
the flag fhip was obferved tQ finoke confidera- 

bly, 
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1782 bly, and the enemy's fea fire rather flacken. 
Sep. 1 3 Confufion foon after was apparent on board 
the Spanifh fliips. Our cannonade became 
more terrible as our fpirits revived with the 
profpeft of fuccefs, from the hope of the hot 
* fliot bringing the action to a fpeedy decifion. 
The further exertions rieceffary to fubdue thefe 
aftoniftiing machines were truly arduous, and 
required, fortitude and perfeverance to effect. 
The fmoke from the flagfhip continued to en- 
creafe, and about feven o'clock, we obferved the 
fecond fhip in command, in a fimilar condition. 
The fire was then redoubled on the remaining 
eight, and as the night began to clofe, we ob- 
ferved with pleafure the fcintilation of the 
balls, as they flew from our cannon. The 
fouthermoft fliips fliortly after made fignals of 
diftrefs — an indiftinct clamour, with piercing 
flirieks, was heard during the little intervals of 
ceffation of the cannonade. The Spani/h fleet 
detached their boats to afford afliftance to the 
two fliips on fire, feveraJ being feen along-fide 
by the flafh of the ordnance — from their fitua- 
tion, and the heavy and well direfted fire of 
our artillery, they muft have fliared abundant- 
ly in the general havock. Having gained an 
advantage over the enemy, and the men at 
the guns being almoft worn out by fatigue and 
the labour of the ftubborn a&ion, the Gover- 
nor ordered a part to be relieved by a detach- 
ment of one hundred men from the Marine 
Brigade, under the command of Lieutenant 
Trentham of the navy, leaving officers and 
non-commiflioned officers at the different bat- 
teries, to direft the feamen in the mode of fir- 
ing the hot (hot. 
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If you could have peeped over the Rock and 17&2 
viewed our feveral employs, you could not Sep. 13 
Jiave forbore fmiling ; thofe ftationed to work 
~ the guns, from the exceflive hekt of the jday, 
and the dirt from the gun-powder, refembled 
Ethiopians. The fons of Vulcaw were bufy af 
the forges, whilft others were allotted to car- 
ry the blazing balls on an iron inftrument 
made for that purpofe, but as thefe did not fur- 
nifh fufficient for the vaft fupply required at 
the batteries, wheel-barrows were procured, 
lined with wet fand, and half a dozen thirty- 
two pound balls thrown into each. The fa- 
tigue attending the conveyance of fliot to the 
cannon, was very great, from the heat which 
iffued from fuch large bodies of hot iron, toge- 
ther with wheeling the barrows up the afcent 
to the line wall. 

What with the arduoufnefs of the work— 
the warmth of the weather — the fcorching 
heat of furnaces, forges, and piles of blazing 
balls, befides the clouds of fmpke from the 
ordnance, an univerfal thirft prevailed, and a 
drink of water (which was all the allowance 
for the day) could fcarcely be procured. It is 
with pleafure I inform you, that an officer* 
who commanded a battery, obferving the 
men almoft exhaufted with drought, and feel* 
ing for their fituation, took the water key 
from the poft, proceeded to the fountain, and 
returned unhurt with a refrefhing fupply, 
through the enemy's interfecant fire. 

During the engagement, we had the incon- 
folable lofs of Captain Reeves of the Roysl Ar- 
tillery, 

* Lieutenant Galpin, 72^ regiment. 
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1782 tillery, killed — —Captains Grove, — Seward — 
Sep, 1 3 Lieutenant Godfrey, of ditto, Lieutenant Whe- 
thdm, 58th, and Captain Alexander M'Kenzie of 
73d regiments, wounded, befide feveral non- 
commiffion officers and men, killed and 
wounded. 

14th. One o'Clock in the Morning. 

The floating batteries have ceafed firing, and 
and one of them has broke out in flames from 
ftem to ftern ; feveral others evince the effica- 
cy of the hot fliot* The artilley continue to 
direft the fire on fuch as do not outwardly 
fmoke, which they are enabled to do with, the 
utmoft precifion, by the light thrown on the 
water by the flames. An officer and eleven 
men floated in upon a piece of tirhber, being 
part of a floating cattle, deftroyed by a fhell 
from the garrifon, as flie was fteering to co-- 
operate with the battering fhips. Brigadier 
Curtis, with a detachment of feamen, has 
manned our gun-boats, and drawn them up 
to $ank the enemy, and prevent them from 
endeavouring- to remove fuch of the fhips as 
are not on fire. 

Day Break. 

Our Bay appears a fcene of horror and con- 
flagration, the foe are bewailing their perilous 
fituation, whilft our gun-boats are bufily em- 
ployed in faving. the unhappy vi&ims from 
furrounding flames and threatening death, al- 
though the enemy from their land batteries in- 
humanly difcharged their ordnance upon our 

tars 
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tars to prevent their affording them relief. 1782 
But never was bravery and humanity more Sep. 14 
confpicuous, for notwithstanding the immi- 
nent danger to be apprehended from fo darjng 
an enterprize, yet the Britijh boats generoufly 
fteered to thefe flaming devourers, and dragg- 
ed the fufferers from their defperate ftate. 

Two of the enemy's boats which attempted 
to efcape, were purfued by Brigadier Curtis* 
but only one was captured. — She furrendered 
on receiving a round of grape, which covered 
the boat and muff have done mifchief. 

Six o'Clock. 

One fhip has this moment exploded, in the 
midft of our boats, who are humanely reliev- 
ing a diftreffed enemy. The explofion was 
grand and terrible — the wreck fpread to a vaft 
extent, and the concuflion broke feveral panes 
of glafs on ihore. The greateft uneafinefe is 
felt for the fafety of Brigadier Curtis, and the 
boats with him. — The whole are enveloped in 
a cloud of fmoke. Another of the floating 
batteries has exploded with a more tremen- 
dous noife than the firft. 

To hear the lamentation of the crews, 

The groans, the cries, that through the flames refound, 

Imploring our afliftance from the danger 

Of fire and water — ready to devour : 

Words are too weak to give a juft defcription ! 

One of their fhips blew up with dreadful noife, 

While Cunts grappled to her fcorching fides, 

The blazing beams, the mails, the yards and carriages 

In the explofion fcatter'd in the air, 

And cover' d o'er the fea with fmoaking wreck. 

Seven 
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c ' Seven o 9 Clock. 

oep. 1 4 

Our anxiety for the Brigadier and men has 
ceafed — he this moment landed at the New 
Mole, with a body of prifoners taken in the 
battering fliips. One of our gun-boats was 
funk by the explofion of the fecond fhip, and 
a hole was forced through the bottom of the 
Brigadier's boat, by which his Coxfwain 
was killed and another man wounded. The 
feamen were under the neceffity of leaving 
numbers to their burning fate, who, terrified 
at their defperate condition, rent the air with 
their fhrieks, on perceiving the Britijh boats 
make to fhore. 

The defcription the Spanijh prifoners give 
of the dreadful fituation of their countrymen, 
left on board the junkers, with what they fuf- 
fered, is unparalelled, I believe, in the annals 
of the fad efFefts of war. The boat captured 
by the Brigadier, had one man killed and feve- 
ral wounded by the round of grape, which 
compelled her to ftrike. 

A remarkable inftance of providence I can- 
not help mentioning : — A young boy on board 
one of the floatfng batteries, (which, was aJ- 
moft in an entire blaze,) observing our boats 
making for fhore, got upon the head, wept 
and cried, and in the Spanijh tongue called for 
help ; his entreaties prevailed, a^d one of our 
boats, nbtwithftanding the immenfe danger 
which threatened, rowed towards him, which 
he perceiving, jumped into the fea, and at 
that very inftant the fhip exploded, with the 
greatcft part of the hands on board. The 
boat foon after took the boy up. 

Eight 
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Eight o'Clock. 1783 
Sep. 14 

Captain Curtis has landed at New. Mole about 
four hundred prifoners, including officers; 
fome of them miferably wounded and fcorphed. 
As the Spanijh officers came paft a furnace at 
the New Mole, in which there was about one 
hundred red hot balls, afld fome of them melt- 
ed with the exceffive heat, they flirugged their 
Ihoulders, and gave a piteous groan at what 
their eyes beheld. > 

Our feamen are bringing the trophies of vic- 
tory on fhore, one has juft landed with the 
royal ftandard of Spain which was intended 
by the foe to be hoifted on thefe battlements. 
The hills and heights were covered with fpec- 
tators, when the tars began their proceffion, 
inceffant fliouts and repeated acclamations con- 
tinued from the Mole to the South Parade, 
where the Governor and principal officers 
were congratulating each other on the occafi- . 
on, to whom they carried the colours, which 
fenfibly pleafed our gallant Chief, who joined 
the crowd in three cheers, and prefented the 
tars with fome gold as a reward. 

Each heart and foul's enfiam'd with higheft pleafur«, 
To view Iberias's enfigimn our hands ; 
While every Briton croucfc around the ftandard, 
To prize the grand difplaf of glorious conqueft. 
Some fmile — then view— carefs — admire — fliakc hands, 
t And, with a heart-felt zeal, recount the battle.: 
King George and victory re-echoes round, 

While Andalufia\ fhore. weeps at the found. 

Nine 
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1782 
Sep. 14 Nine 0* Clock* 

The prifoners arc efcorted to Wind-mill Hill, 
except the wounded, who are conduced to 
the Naval Bofpital, where every care and ten- 
dernefs will be fhewn them : fome of them 
really were moft horrid fpeclacles ; one in par- 
ticular I cannot hdp mentioning, who was 
carried by four men en a hand-barrow— he had 
received a wound on his face, fo that his nofe 
and eyes feemingly were feparated, hanging 
by a piece of fkin, and the motion of the men 
that carried him occaSoned its flapping back- 
wards and forwards, ituch refembline a m^fk. 
Though he N muft havt felt the moft fenfible 
agony, yet he looked round him with great 
complacency, as he paflfed the numerous crouds 
of people. x 

Eleven o y Clock. * 

Of the fix fliips that were on fire three have 
exploded. One has alrtioft burnt to the wa- 
ter's edge, and the other two nearly in the fame 
fituation. The enemy ? s land batteries main- 
tain their cannonade upen the garrifon, fpit- 
ting forth their venomed rage, while on the 
oppofite fhore eonfufion and confirmation vi- 
fibly appears. The nobles and grandees who 
had affembled to view the capture of the pl#ce 
are withdrawing from the Spanjjh camp, to 
carry the direful news to Philip's court ; but 
what wlH be his furprife, when they announce 
that , the all-viclorious irnprtgnable floatantees are 
loft, and that flaming balls effected thgir ruin. 

Our 
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One fliip that was judged not to be on fire, 1782 
tmexpeftedly burft otit into flames, and foon Sep. 14 
after blew up with great violence. The fliock . 
made the walls of the garrifon ihakfe. — We 
hoped to have faved thefe laft two fliips as tro- 
phies of our glorious fuccefs. 

Our Governor, to pleafe the foldiery and 
inhabitants, has directed the Spanijh ftandard 
to be reverfed and tied to a gun on the South 
Parade. It muft be a galling vexation to our 
foes to behold their royal flag fo ignobly dis- 
played, and made the fport of a multitude. 

Four o'Clock in the Afternoon. 

The hft battery has juft exploded off the 
Old Mole Head ; Our red hot Ihot had not fired 
her, and it being found impracticable to warp 
her in here, it was judged expedient to detach 
a boat to fet her in flames, which accordingly 
Captain Gib/on effefl^d without any injury 
from the land batteries. 

Thus finifhed an action of great magnitude, 
a defenfive victory terminated by feamen 
equally brave as humane. 

The enemy during the day extinguished the 
fire, by the afiiftance of engines, which fup- 
plied them with a vail quantity of water, but^ 
the continual and exceffive djfeharge of red 
hot balls entirely fruftrated their purpofe, and 
they were conferained to defift from the ufe of 
water, as it was found that the battering they 
had received opened the caulking, and let the 
water run between their decks, inftead of the 
channels that were made in their fides, to re- 
ceive it, fo that they were apprehenfive of 

P their 
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1782 their powder being damaged. The conftruo 
Sept. tion of thefe machines was excellent ; for the 
enemy being fenfible that we fliould fire red- 
hot balls (though they did not imagine fo faft, 
nor unlefs the gun was elevated) had judiciouf- 
ly contrived conveyances in the larboard fides, 
for 1 continual circulation of water, which was 
furnifhed by working of the engines. From 
the niceft calculation, the floating batteries re- 
ceived upwards of five thoufand red-hot balls, 
of twenty-four and thirty-two pounds weight- 
Three of the floating batteries burnt to the 
, water's edge, fix blew up from the hot fhot, 
and one wefet on fire by a pitch fhirU 

The inclofed are copies of returns, where- 
in you will find the ftrength of the garrifon, 
the names of the flotantees, and their ftrength, 
with the number of prifoners faved by our 
boats ; and iince victory has crowned our arms, 
with fatisfa&ion I conclude, being impatient 
for you to hear the account) and beg leave to 
fubferibe myfelf, 

Tour loving Brother* 



Lift of the Battering Ships, deftroyed by the Red- 
Rot Shot, September 13th and 14th, 1782, 



Guns. 
Paftora, Admiral Eton Morena - - 28 
Talla Piedra, Prince of Najfau - - 28 
St. Francifco de Paula, i&.Don Langara 26 
Rofario, Don Francifco Munoz - - 26 
St. Chriftoval, Don Frederico Gravina 1 8 



Men 

700 
700 
700 
700 
600 
St. Francifco 
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Guns. Men 1782 
St.FrancifcadePaulasd.D.P^/^Cg/i 9 366 Sept. 
Sta. Ana, Don Jofeph Angeler - - / 10 350 
St. Juan, Don Francifco Guicochea - 10 400 
Principe Carlos, Don Jofeph Topete, -11 400 
Declores, Don Antonio Bafforto - - 61 280 

Total - 172)5196 

N. B. Thefe guns wera,mo^ted on the lar- 
board fide, exclufive of the number on the (lar- 
board fide. 



Prifoners taken by Captain Curtis, from the 
Battering Ships. 

Sea Officers * — — 3 

Land Officers _ — — ( 3 

Cadets " — — — ' 2 

Chaplains — * ' — — 3 

Surgeon — — — * 

Serjeants, Corporals, & Privates, 216 

Artillerifts, Land 2, Sea 5, — 7 

Marines — — — 30 

Seamen — ' — — 81 

French Soldiers — — 11 

Total — 357 

Strength of the Garrifon, Rank and File ',* 13//& 
of Sept ember 1 1782. 

, Royal Artillery — — 494 
1 2th — — — 45 8 

P 2 1 2th; 

# Including Corpprak and Private Men. 

4 

9 
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1782 


39th — 


— 





452 


Sept. 


56th — 
58th — 


_ 


z 


457 
447 


' 


73d — 


— 


— 


793 




73 d — 


— • 


— 


778 




97th — 


— 


— 


6 39 




Hardenberg's 


~ 


— 


344 




Reden's — 


— - 


— 


337 




La Mott's — 


— - 


— — 


348 




Artificer Company 


— 


84 




Corficans 


— . 


— 


72 



Total — 5703 



LETTER XXXVtll. 

15th. Gibraltar. 

Dear Brother, 

YESTERDAY evening the enemy marched 
a confiderable body of troops from their 
camp to the Spanifh lines, prior to which the 
combined fleet made fignal for failing, and un- 
moored, by which the garrifon were in ex- 
pectation of an attack during the night ; , but 
the Dons did not renew the fport. The com- 
bined fleet remain at anchor in the Bay, with 
foretop-fails loofe. The land batteries conti- 
nue the cannonade. Lieutenant M c Namara y 
of the 7 2d regiment, and a few foldiers of dif- 
ferent 
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ferent regiments, were wounded by the fire. 1782 
We fent a flag of truce to the enemy, with Sept. 
a ftatement for the Due de Crillon, of the pri- 15th. 
foners faved by the Britijh gun-boats, yefter- 
d^y morning. 

From the account received by the prifoners, 
it appears, that the floating batteries were pro- 
vided with eight days provifion of all kinds, 
with abundance of wine and brandy. The am- 
munition for each, was not complete on their 
failing, but the fupply deficient was to have 
been forwarded after battering the Rock for 
twenty-four hours, provided the garrifon did 
not furrender. The fliip mounting 90 guns, 
had only 3000 rounds on board ; the fingle 
tier fhip had no guns in referve on the ftar- 
board fide ; all the two »tier had about twelve 
mounted on the ftarboard, and were well fup- 
plied with powder, ball, and cafed grape fliot. 
The fmaller veffels drew about 19, the larger 
25 feet water. 

This morning, previous to the attack, an 
aid-de-camp to the Due de CriMon, was fent on 
board each veffel, A who after examining her 
condition, reprefented to the crew the glorious 
undertaking they were about to laujich into, 
and promifing in the King's name, the higheft 
reward for their bravery. Each foldier and 
failor was to be exempt from all further fer- 
vice, to have a gratuity of fifty dollars and full ' 
pay for the remainder of his life. The widows 
and children of the killed, were to enjoy the 
fame benefit. 

The combined fleet ftill continue at anchor, i8t 
and the enemy's batteries on the land fide can- 
not forget their ufual employ. This afternoon* 

the 
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1872 the grenadier company of the thirty-ninth re- 
Sept, giment, efcorted the body of a deceafeA %z- 
nifli captain (who died of the wounds he re- 
ceived ovk the thirteenth) to the place of in- 
terment, and fired three vollies over the grave. 
Yefterdaywe received a flag of truce from 
Spain. 
20th. The enemy are quiet in the Bay,, and their 
boats for landing troops, ftill remain at the 
Orange Grove ; feveral men wounded by the 
land fire. Ten gun-boats fired about one hun- 
dred rounds on the Rock this morning. 
23d. WindW. Arrived a cutter at J/gazirasj 
feveral of the Spanijh officers have been per- 
mitted to return to Spain. 
29th. Very hot fire on both fides ; a gun was dis- 
mounted this forenoon in the Spanifh fixty-four 
gun battery, by a fhot from the garrifon. Our 
lofs this day is, one man killed ' and nine 
wounded. Major Horsfail, of the 7 2d regiment, 
received a wound by the explofion of a fhell. 
Yefterday a criminal was executed at the ufual 
place for a burglary. — The Spani/h army at noon 
were drawn up in a line for near two hours, 
and covered ground to the extent of four 
miles. 
30th. Wind W. The Spawjb towers this morning, 
difplayed feveral colours, when the garrifon 
attentively watched the Gut, expecting the ar- 
rival of our fleet, but to our great regret, 
only fome neutrals appeared. Received a flag 
of truce from the Orange Grove.. 
Oft, 1. The enemy's gun and mortar boats came 
over, and fired 4 their ufual quantity of fhot 
and fhells, and then retired. Three fhells fell 
in the Naval Hofpital, but did no injury. The 

' The 
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The garrifon played very fmartly upon them. 1782 
A Corftcan came over in the night from Algazi- Oct. 1. 
raj,' in a boat. 

A frigate came over from the oppofite fide 4th, 
this morning, under a flag of truce, and lay 
oppofite the Old-Mole-Head, upon which a boat 
was detached to receive her. The particulars 
are not known. The enemy continue their 
cannonade. 

A flag of truce from the enemy. Twelve 6th. 
fettees arrived from the eaft at Algaziras. 

Two Spanijh launches, under a white flag, 8 th, 
came over for the purpofe of taking up an 
anchor left by the' frigate off the New- Mole* 
Head on the 4th inftant, the Governor having 
given permiflion for the fame. The combined 
fleet have not made any fignal to fail, but re- 
main fpeftators of the land cannonade, which 
is maintained on both fides. All the Spanijh 
prifoners are gone to Spain, except fifty-nine, 
\\ho have inlifted into the Britijh fervice. 

This afternoon, a body of troops embarked 1 otfr. 
from the Orange Grove on board the men of 
war, from which we conje&ure they are tired 
of the expedition, and are going to remove to 
fome more fuccefsful part. Several fignals on 
the tower at Cabritta. 

Laft night, wind N. W. A ftrong breeze nth. 
fprung up, drove feveral of the enemy's line 
of battle fliips from their moorings, which 
occafioned a general confufion among the com- 
bined fleet ; at day-break this morning, we 
difcovered one nearly under the King's Bajlion, 
and feveral others within cannon fhot. The 
King's Bajlion began a cannonade upon her, 
when fhe finding it impoflible to bear off, 

ftruck 
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1782 ftruck her colours, and ran afhore off Ragged* 
O&ob.Jiqtf, where Captain Curtis went, and XQgfc 
nth. poffeffion of her, and brought the crew to 
land. She proves to be the SanMiquel, of 70 
guns, ancf fix hundred and fifty men, com- 
manded by Brigadier Don Juan Morena. The 
others, with fome damage and difficulty, got 
anchorage on the oppofite fide. The prifoners 
give an account that our fleet is off the coaft, 
and that the troops which embarked yefterday, 
were a reinforcement to the different fhips, as 
they lay upon a fpring cable, determined to 
obftruft the entrance of the Britijh fquadron. 
We hope the ftorm has not been prejudicial to 
pur fleet, as they were fo near the coaft, for 
our fate will be determined, if a relief for the 
place fliould be obftructed. Many arc of opi- 
nion, that had the ftorm continued with the 
[ fame violence for an hour longer, we fliould 

have been in poffeflion of almoft one half of 
their fleet. 

The tower .at Cabrittp, has fpread the fignal 
alarm, but the combined fleet have not fhewji 
any inclination to go out ; three of the enemy's 
fhips we fired at this njorhing, have ftruck 
their topmafts. Our batteries have been firing 
fhells thefe three hours, upon a fhip of the 
line at anchor on this fide Port Negro, prevent- 
ed from removing from her anchorage (where 
neceflity had compelled her to moor) on ac- 
count of the violent breeze ; we could not ob- 
ferve to have done any damage to her. 

Wind W. The Latona frigate arrived this 
evening in Rofia Bay, with difpatches for the 
Governor, and gives an account that our fleet 
Confifts of thirty-four fail of the line* arid a 

reinforce- 
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reinforcement of two regiments for the. gar- 17&2 
^fctfi. The enemy did not attempt to prevent O&ob, 
her entrance. v i2th# 

The Britijh fleet, under the command of 
Lord Howe , paffed to the eaftward, where they 
are now lying too. It is fuppofed this experi- 
enced Admiral choofes to have fea-room, rather 
than run the hazard of the Spanijh fire-flups, 
which they have in readinefs to run in. Came 
in the Panther of fixty-four guns, laden with 
powder. Several ftore-flrips came in during 
the night. 

The enemy's fleet ftill occupy the oppofite 
fide ; feven of their fhips are repairing the da- 
mages they received in the late ftorm. 



GARRISON ORDERS. 

The Governor is extremely happy, to communicate 
to the garriforUy the following inflrudions he bar 
juji received from England* 

ExtraEl from the Earl of Shelburne, principal $e« 
s cretary of State. 

St. James's, 10th July, 1782. 

u I AM honoured with his Majeflfs cord* 
<c mandsj to ajfure you, that not any encouragement 
" Jhall be wanting to the brave officers and foldiers 
«* tinder; your command. His royal approbation of 
" thepajl, will no doubt be a powerful incentive to 
" further exertions ; and I have the King's.autho- 
*' rity to ajfure yoU) that every diflinguifhed mark of 

+ «« emulatioa * 
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1782 " emulation and gallantry, which fhallbe per* 
O&ob. " formed in the courfe of the fiege by any, even of 
1 2th. " the lowejl rank 9 Jhall meet with ample reward 
" from his gracious protection and favour. 

" Thefe, • his Majejly's intentions, you will com- 
" municate in the moji public manner, to every 
" part of your garrifon, that they may be perfectly 
" fatisfed, that their Royal M after feels for the 
" difficulties they are under, admires their glorious 
" refiftance, and will be happy to reward their 
« merit." 



13th. Lord Howe's fquadron are ftill to the eaft- 
ward, within fight of the garrifon, and the 
combined fleet at anchor at Algaziras. The 
Clipping that were damaged in the ftorm are 
not yet repaired. The guns and ftores of- the 
San Miquel have been taken out, to make her 
float. 

This forenoon a frigate came round Europa 
Point, with a red flag upon her fore-top-maft 
head, and fired a gun to windward, as a fignal 
of defiance ; upon which the combined fleet 
got under weigh, and went out, confiding of 
forty-five fail of the line. The garrifon were 
greatly delighted ; and thofe whofe duty did 
not confine them to one place, repaired to the 
heights and look-outs to view the engagement, 
but the 'two fleets in a fliort time were out of 
fight. Reports were then circulated, that the 
difcharge of cannon was heard, and others, 
that the flafli of guns were feen. One of the 
cjiemy's {hips, that came near the Rock, was 

fired 
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fired at by the garrifon and Panther ', but did 1782 
not receive any material damage. The Panther Octob. 
failed to the eaftward. Captain Curtis and the 
Governor's aid-de-camp, are on board her. 
Xieutenant Lumley, of the Royal Artillery, and 
feveral men, wounded t;his day by the land 
fire. 

Wind E. This forenoon we difcovered the 1 8th. 
Britijh fleet Handing from the eaftward, in good 
order, having got the windward, and the 
combined fleet in full chace. An anxiety was 
difcernable in each countenance, and every 
eminence wis lined with fpe&ators, who gazed 
with eager eyes on both fleets, expecting eve- 
ry minute the battle to begin. The gratifica- 
tion of their wifhes could not be obtained, as 
Lord Howe's fquadron was too inferior to en- 
gage the enemy, while he could poffibly avoid 
it. He therefore fent in the men of war (who 
had the 25th and 59th regiments on board) 
and the tranfports with provifion and flores, 
but as foon as thefe two regiments were re- 
ceived by the boats, the men of war imme- 
diately joined the fquadron, and proceeded 
through the Gut in three divifions, the enemy 
following them at about a league diftance. A 
fenfible uneafinefs now prevailed for the iafety 
of the -Britijh fquadron ; for although we had 
received a relief both of ( men and proviiions, 
yet the fituation of Lord Howe Engaged too 
much of our attention, to leave room to con- 
gratulate each other on the happinefs of re- 
ceiving fupplies ; however, after both fleets 
were out of light, we began to turn our eyes 
to our own affairs, and to liften to the adven- 
tures Qf our late arrived friends. They fay 

that" 
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1782 that two of our tranfports fell in among the 
Octob. combined fleet, in the night, and were cap- 
tured ; but that to the eaftward of the Rock 
the fleets had not fhewn any inclination to 
come to aftion. 

19th. The Bay on the other fide is almoft defence- 
lefs, and Algaziras that has of late been tha 
grand rendezvous for fhipping, has loft all its 
glory. The land cannonade is kept up with 
great vivacity, but it appears to be a folly for 
the befiegers ftill to continue the fiege. We 
fhall fight like game cocks now ; Sir Charles 
Noels fucceeds Captain Curtis as Commodore 
on this ftation. Our flapping that were fcut- 
tled in the New Mole, being got up, the fea- 
men are returning again to their ufual employ, 
military evolutions being no longer necefiary 
for them. 

The San Mlquel floated this day, and anchor- 
ed^ at New Mole. 
Nov. 4. The gun and mortar-boats vifited us, with- 
out effecting any confiderable damage. Some 
regiments have marched out of the camp of 
St. Roque. It is expected that the hearty dofe 
we have given them, has greatly lowered their 
ambition, and conftrained them to direct their 
attention to fome other place. A criminal 
was executed this day. Yefterday was wound- 
ed Lieutenant John M'Kenzie, of the 7 id re- 
giment. 

The 25th and 59th regiments that arrived 
here the 1 8 th of October, are put on the duty 

* ftrength, which will be a relief to the garrifon. 

The San Miquri is in New Mole, where the ene- 
my's mortar-boats have endeavoured to da- 
mage her. Yefterday they fired feveral round* 
but without effeft. Wind 
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Wind W. Arrrived a xebec at Atgaziras, 17S2 
the eiiefayV fhipping lay very quiet viewing Nov. 
our rattling batteries. It is aitiazirig that the 20th. 
Spaniards are not tired of bombarding the 
place, as they cannot have arty hope of taking 
it. 

The gun and mortar-boats caifie over and 27th. 
"fifed at the San Miquel, feveral fhdls fell in the 
New Mole and about the Mole Parade. Sbiiie 
few wounded. 

The enemy's fire-fliips are gone into the ri- Dec. 2. 
vers, but the boats for landing troojps remain 
at the Orange Grove. The encampment on the 
right of Fort Negro has been ftruck fome time, 
and the troops marched away. In all probabi- 
lity they have given over the thdught of ano- 
ther attack. The land fire is continued with 
great fpirit, by which we have many men 
wounded. Yefterday arrived the Achilles ord- 
nance ft ore fhip from England. 

The gun and mortar-bolts came into the 7th. 
Bayard fired particularly about the New Mole 9 
fuppofed to be intended for the San Miquel, it 
is a matter that vexes them to behold her in 
our pbffeflion, and for this reafon they are cbh- 
ftaritly endeavouring to deftroy her. Gath© 
in a deferter from the Spanijh lines. 

Wind S. E. A xebec and a galley (landing 

from the eaftward, having come pretty near 

Europa, we difcharged three fllot at them, ohe 

went through the rigging of the xebec, biit 

- was not obferved to do any other damage. 

Wind W. Arrived a brig in nineteen days 
from Deptford. The enemy did not offer to 
interrupt her. Nothing material in the Bay. 

T&i* 
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1782 This day a flag of truce was fent by the cne- 

Dec. my from Algaziras, but the wind continuing 

14th. to blow exceedingly frefh, and a great fwell in 
the bay, we did not perceive her bufinefs un- 
til flie was returning. We then fent out a boat, 
which waited in the Bay fome hours, but no 
anfwer was made by the Spaniards. 

15th. This morning we fent the flag of truce out 
again, but no notice was taken of it at Alga- 
ziras 9 or Orange Grove ; after waiting upwards 
of two hours in the Bay, it returned unanf- 
wered to the MoleJiead. 

17th. This morning the Spaniards fent over a flag 
.of truce, which was immediately anfwered 
from garrifon. The bufinefs is not made public. 

1 8th. About ten o'clock this forenoon, 27 gun 
and mortar-boats came over, and fired for 
near two hours, directed towards the New- 
Mole, fuppofed with an intention ,to deftroy 
the SanMiquel; a thirteen-inch fliell dropped 
into her, and exploded between decks ; killed 
four, and wounded eleven men, but did not 
do any material damage to the fliip. Eight of 
the garrifon gun-boats fallied out within half- 
gun fhot of the enemy, and kept them off, 
while the fouthward batteries covered* them 
in advancing. 

1I2.&. This morning a Spanijh flag of truce brought 
over upwards of one hundred women and 
children, taken on board a tranfport, with the 
baggage belonging to the 25th and 59th regi- 
ments. The women fays, the Spaniards tjreatf 
ed them with great humanity and attention. - 

25th. This afternoon the enemy's gun and mortar 
boats, arranged in two divifions, began a can- 
fionade and bombardment upon the garrifon; 

Sir 
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Sir Charles Noels immediately manned our gun 1782 
boats, and headed them into the Bay, where Dec. 
a fpirited fire was kept up for upwards of two 
hours. The batteries on theiflhmus and lines 
kept pouring in a liberal difcharge at the fame 
time. The enemy threw many fhells and fhot 
on fhore. 

On the fea-fide we are only now and then 31ft. 
interrupted, but the land batteries keep con- 
ftantly roaring. We in complafance return the 
favour, nor are we any ways deficient in num- 
ber. This year has finifhed with glorious fuc- 
cefs on our fide, in gallantly repulfing our com- 
bined and determined enemies; and fhould 
they, think proper to pay another vifit, I hope 
our arms will prove equally vi&orious. May 
the new year be propitious, and eftablilh a . 
a permanent tranquility, that we mav partake 
of the bleffings of . Providence, from which 
we have been upwards of three years de- 
prived. 

/ am, Dear Brother 9 

Tour's &c. 
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L ETTI R XXXIX. 



1783 Gibraltar* 

Jan. 1. Dear Brother* 

THE new year has began, much the iame 
as the laft finilhed : voilies of ihot and 
(hells hourly difcharged from the Spnnifb works 
upon the ruins of the town, by which we 
hare fometimes a few killed and wounded. 
Lieutenant Holloway, of the Engineers, received 
a wound upon the Hill Batteries, this day. 

The Spaniards have renewed their former 
vigilance in the Bay; their naVal fofce has 
been diftributed, fome to Cabritta- Point, others 
to Ceuta, and a fe\y cruizing to the eaftward 
and weftward. What hope of taking the 
Rock, can induce them to continue the can- 
nonade and prevent fuccours from arriving. 

4th. This afternoon a fquadron of gun-boats to 
the number of thirty-two, with a few mortar- 
boats, came over from Algaziras, and fired for 
about an hour and a half, chiefly directed to 
the New Mole* 

Our gun-boats were quickly manned by the 
tars, and fired with great fpirit and good ef- 
fect, the land batteries co-operating with them. 
One of the Spanijh gun-boats was funk by a 
fliell from the garrifon, when the Dons confi- 
dered a removal necefl'ary. 

9th. Wind W. This forenoon a fignal was made 
on the tQwer at Cabritta Point, When two gal- 
lies went out from Algaziras. A fail appeared 
under the Barbary fhore ; the gallies foon 

ftretched 
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ftretched acrofs, and fired two foots, when fee 1783 
furrendered to the Dons ; fee appeared but a 
fmall fettee. The gun and mortar boats vifit- 
ed us, but happily no lives weraloft — two fol- 
diers loft their legs by their fire. 

Between five and fii o'clock this morning, iotiu ~ 
the Spanijh gun and mortar-boats came over 
and fired, as ufual, towards the New Mole. 
Several of the feot and fhells fell upon the red 
lands, where the men were paraded for guard* 
The Governor to divert their attention from 
the danger, walked through the ranks, con*. 
Verfing with the foldiery, while the Town* 
Major formed the different guards, which ard 
mounted by detachments from each regiment. 
A few accidents happened in the garrifon, but 
not one perfon killed. 

This being the anniverfafy of Her Matefty's iSth; 
birth day, the royal ftandard was hoifted, and 
bfalvo fired at the enemy's works, with ihot. 
The Spaniards made a very quick and fpirited 
teturn. All quiet in the Bay. * 

Wind E. Laft night arrived a fettee from 25th* 
Teiuan y with poultry the price of which is 
greatly enhanced. They bring word, that 
the court of Spain are greatly, diffatisfied with 
the length and ill fuccefs of the fiege. This 
forenoon a foldier was hanged for theft, and 
died with little emotion* 

The gun and mortar-boats continue their 26th* 
firing from the Bay* They difcharged under 
si heavy cannonade from the garrifon, between 
two and three hundred rounds, and then re- 
tired. ►Some foldiers at the fouthward> 

wounded. 

(^ rthii ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 T H E S I E G E O F 

1783 This morning the Brilliant frigate, hauled 
Jin, 29 out of New Mole, and anchored in Rojta Bay. 
This afternoon thirteen mortar and fixteen 
gun-boats came over, and began an attack 
about five o'clock. Our gun-boats went into 
the Bay to meet them, and gave them a fpirit- 
ed reception, the Brilliant frigate, and garri- 
fon co-operating. The enemy killed two men 
and wounded fourteen before they retreated. 
Second Lieutenant Raffalio, of the Corfican 
Company, was wounded. We fired fome red 
hot ihot from elevated guns, which reached 
the Spanijh camp. 
30th. Four gun-boats came over this morning,, 
and fired fix rounds of fhot at the Brilliant fri- 
gate. The garrifon fired a few fliells which 
burft in the air, over the gun-boats, which 
made them quit their paftime. The Spaniards 
have not ceafed their land cannonade, which 
at bell is but a wafteful expenditure of their 
ammunition, as the town being deftroyed, 
that objeft can no longer excite their atten- 
tion. 

/ am, dear Brother , 

Tour's, &V. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XL 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THIS morning we received (by a flag of 1783 
truce) intelligence of the moft joyful and Feb. 3 
enlivening nature, which for fome time, belief 
appeared doubtful ; but after a few hours fuf- 
penfe, we had the happinefs of being in pof- 
ieffion of the particulars, brought by the Spa- 
ntfh flag boat. The Due de Crillon has fent his 
compliments to General Elliott^ acquainting 
him that the different courts had agreed upon 
a ceffation of hoftilities, and th^t the pre- 
liminary articles of peace would ftiortly be 
figned. The garrifon, enraptured with the 
found, fpread the harmonious tidings, and in 
the evening all firing ceafed on our fide, agree- 
able to an order fent by his Excellency the 
Governor to the different pofts. The enemy's 
cannonade became filent in the afternoon. — 
During the night we fired a few light balls in 
the ifthmus, to difcover the fituation of the 
enemy. 

I fcarce know how to begin upon a fubjeft 
fo truly interefting and captivating. Our fitua- 
tion is changed from noife and confufion, to 
calm ierenity. The acmofphere that was con- 
tinually difturbed with flames and fmoke, i» 
now illumined with variegated brightnefs ; 
the ftars that have been fo long eclipfed, now 
fhine with their wonted fplendor ; and the 
befpangted rays of Aurora ^ with refplendent 
luftre again adorn each hill and height, that 
for upwards of eighteen months^ has only been 
C^s diflJnguiftublc 
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1783 diftinguifliable by the flafhing of pieces of br<U 
¥eb. 3. nance. Our fudden change from war to peace, 
the tranquility that pjrefides over* the battered 
Rock, and Andalufian fhore, fo powerfully af- 
fects all ranks in the garrifoh, that to give 
you the delineation, would be a talk for an 
able writen The power of oraory, the moft 
pcrfuaiive eloquence, Would fall infinitely fliort 
in defcribing bur happinefs and amazement* 
Will you believe me in affecting, that every 
poll lait night appeared peculiarly folitary, by 
the filence which all around prevailed, and the 
hours of flumber feenjed uneafy, for want o( 
that martial noife, to which we have been fd 
4ong accuftbmed» 

I fliall no\V proceed to giVe you fome ac- 
count concerning the effeft upon our late deter- 
$; mined antagonitts, Avho feem highly t& parti* 

tipate in the bleffirtgs of peace.' 

They appeared in crowds this mot fling upon 
the iiihmus works, evincing every demonura* 
Hon of the moft hdart-felt and lively joy, fend- 
ing forth unfeigned and rapturous congratula* 
tions. The long wifhed-for found of peace, 
fre-echdes from fhore to flidre, from hill to hill, 
from rock to rock, and evety tongue is §Ued 
toith the blifsful melody ; The Spanijh officers at 
hoon csime underneath our lines, bowing to 
the guards, affuring them that an amicable 
peace had actually taken plate* 

Our Governor has not made ahy reduce* 
, Inent in the number of the guards, not know- 
ing how far the ftratageifig of waf might ope- 
rate, but waits Until the royal declaration ar- 
rives from England, when every teftimonial 
will be made as a thankfgiving to our great 

Creator, 
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CrQator, for the reflation of the iayah^blQ 1785 
and ineftimable bleflings of peace. Feb, $ 

Arrived a flag of truce from Orange Grove $ 
fays that the articles of peace are figned v 

Arrived a fl^g of tin&ce with letters from Due 5 th* 
de Crillon, fpecifying the orders received from 
Madrid, to withdraw the troops and cruizejf s* 

Received another flag of truce with a bag 6th*. 
of letters. This forenoon a veffel belonging 
to Merchant Lynch, failed out of the. Mok, and 
proceeded paft Cabritta unmolefted. The Spa* 
wards are withdrawing their ftores from th$ 
Unes^ 

An aid-de<amp to the Governor, went out 8th*. 
by land, and dined with a Spanijh officer in the 
camp ;— in the evening he returned. 

Arrived the General Howe ordnance ftoren <)tlu 
fliip, and throe frnall veflels from Portugal >— ~ 
they heard nothing of the peace. 

A Span'tjh boat this morning came -over from 33th* 
Orange Grove,, with ftieep, fowls, and eggs.. 
The Governor ordered them to fell their goods, 
immediately, and depart. 

This day we received a parley hem the 20th* 
lines, with a confirmation of the peace*. 

This day arrived Sir Roger Curtis, in the KfarcK 
Thetis frigate, with the preliminary articles of iQttw 
peace, and a ribbon the order of tne-£ath, foi? 
|iis Excellency General George \ Auguftm 1 Elliott.. 

I enclofe yoii the following Returns of kilk 
ed, wounded, &c* which you may depend? 
ypon being correct ; and I hope ixi a, ikptf. t.unc> 
fft^bopHy to allure you, that 

lam, Dear Brother ^ 
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RETURN 

Of the Enemy 9 s firing again/1 the Garrifon. 



From their Land Batteries 

1781, From 1 2th April, to 31ft Dec. 

1 782, From ift Jan. to 3 ify Dec. 
1783,. From ift Jan. to 3d Feb. 

Total Land Fire 
Fired from their Gun and Mortar Boats 

Total 



Shot. Shells. Total 

100841 29296 130137 

7379* 3 82 39 112031 

M23 825 1947 



175755 68360 2441 15 
6 775 749 8 H 2 73 



182530 75858 258388 



Expended by the Garrifon, from \2th September, 1779, to 
the id of February, 1783* 



Powder ■ ■ \ -— — 

Shells — — ~ — 

Shot — — ' — — 

Grape — — — — • 

Carcafles •— -*- * -»— — 

Light Balls — — — — 

Total 



Barrels, lb. 
7651 160 



4 



oz. 
J5 



129,370 — 

57,160 — 

12,684 ~ 

926 « 

689 — 



200,829 — 



-Gibraltar, 
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Gibraltar^ 23d April* 1783* 

The G$rrifon being drawn up, conformable to the 
Orders, for this Day, General Elliott addreffedk 
the Troops in the following Manner, previous ta 
his being invejled with the Ordex of the Bath. 

Gentlemen, 

" I HAVE affembled you, this day, in 
*< order that the officers and foldiers may re- 
" ceive, in the moft public manner, an au- 
" thentic declaration tranfmitted to me by the 
" Secretary of State, expreffing the high fenfe 
<« his Majefty entertains of your meritorious 
*< conduA in the defence of this Garrifon. 

" The King's fatisfacHon upojj this event ^ 
*< was fooo divulged to aJJ. the. world, by his 
* moft gracious Speech to both Houfes <?f Par^' 
" liamerit* 

" The Houfe. of Lords and the Houfe, 
V of Commons, not only made the fuitable 
" prQfeffipns in their addrefe to the Throne, 
^ but have feverally enjoined me to commu^ 
" nicate their unanimous thanks by the fol- 
< c lowing refblutions.* 

« Na 

# Houfeof Lords ■, ipb Bee. 178 2. 

" Refolved, Nemlnt DiJfsntienU, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament aflembled, That this Houfe 
dotlihighfy approve of^ and acknowledge the fervices of 
the ottiters, foldiers, and failprs^ lately employed in the_ 
Defence of Gibraltar." 

Houfe of Commons y izih Dec. 1 782. 

«« Refolved, Nemin' Contradicente> That the thanks of 
this Jioufe be given to the officers, foldiers, and failorv 
\ajely employed in the Pefence of Gibraltar^" "* 
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" No army has ever been rewarded by 
" higher national honours, and it is welji 
• c known how great, univerfal, and fpont*. 
* c neous were the rejoicings throughout the 
u kingdom upon the news of your fuccefs : — 
" thefe mjift not only give you inexpreffible 
* c pleafure, but afford matter of triumph to 
" your deareft friends and lateft pofterity. As, 

* further proof how juft your title is to fuch 
** fluttering diftin&iqn at home, reft affured 

* from undoubted authority, that the nationg 
" of Europe, and other parts are ftruck with 
^ admiration of your gallant behaviour, even 

V our late refolute, and determined antago-. 
«. c nifts, do not fcruple to beftow the commen- 
" dations due to fuch yalour apd perfeve- 
" ranee. 

" I now moft warmly congratulate you 
^ on thefe united and brilliant testimonies of 
44 approbation ; amidft fuch numerous, fuch 

V exalted tokens of applaufe, forgive me, 
<c faithful companions, if I humbly crave your 
"acceptance of my grateful acknowledgments* 

" I only prefume to afk this favour, a* 
5 C liaving been a canftant witnefs of your fub- 
c * million to the greateft hardfhips — your 
«< matchlefs fpirit and exertions, and on all 

V occasions yoijr heroic contempt of every 

V danger," 
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Eflimate of the various Articles* and their Average prices > 
during the Blockade and Siege of Gibraltar* fromX\fi June 
1779, to ^d February* 1753. : 

Exchange at 39CL the dollar, being the Average upon the 

whole. 

Eng. fieri. 



10 

4 
1 



Veal, per pound 

A calve's head and feet 

A calve's pluck 

Mutton, per pound 

A fheep's* 5th and hind q. fold for 48 

4 
2 

1 

7 
2 
o 
1 
o 
o 
I 

4 



Gib. cur, 

dls. rls. qs, 

1 4 



A fheep's head and feet 

A fheep's pluck 

Beef, per pound 

A bullock's head without a tongue 

A bullock's tongus — - 

.A bullock's liver, per lb. , 

Frefh tripe, per lb. 

Salt beef, per lb. 

Salt pork, per lb. 

Frefh pork, per lb. 

A hog's pluck ^- 

Goat, per lb. 

A goat's pluck 

A goat's head 

A turky 

A goofe 

A couple of ducks - 

A pair of fowls 

A pair of pigeons - 

Flour, per lb. 

Bread, per lb. 

Salt Butter, per lb. 

Cheefe, per lb. 

Rice, per lb. 

Loaf Sugar, per lb. 

Tea, per lb. 

Common Candles, per lb» 

A hen's egg 

A pint of milk 

Potatoes, per lb. 

Onions, pel lb. 



2 
2 

9 
6 
6 

3 

o 
o 
1 
1 
o 
o 

14 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



4 
4 

4 
o 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
o 

3 
3 
o 

4 

2 
o 

4 
o 
o 
6 
6 
o 
3 
4 
4. 
4 
3 
3 
o 
6 
1 

3 
6 
6 



. /. 
4 

4 
10 

8 
4 
3 
8 
1 

3 

1 
1 

3 

14 
4 
6. 
8 

•8 

10 

1 

1 

9 

1 
1 
4 
4 
1 

7 

5 

2 
o 

1 
2 
2 



d. 
1 oh 

ih 

7 h 
1 oh 

o 

7 h 

ih 
loh 

4h 

ih 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 h 

I 

6 

ih 

9 

4 

nh 
nh 

9 

3 

7 h 
ioh 
1 oh 

3 

1 

6 

5 

7h 

3 

5 

5 



* A fifth fignifies the tail, which is as large as any one 
of the quarters.— This occafions their being called Five- 
Quarter Shetp.—Thejr growth is but finall. 
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„ A SHORT 

H I ST O R Y 

AND 

DESCRIPTION of GIBRALTAR. 



THE firft name by which this mountain 
was known was that of Mons Calpe, and 
it continued to be fo called till the incurfions of 
the Arabs in the year 713. It is not my inten- 
tion to explore the dark hiftory of this famous 
Rock ; it is buried in obfcurity, or involved in 
doubt, Hiftorians fay, that it was poffefled 
by the Scythians at the firft fettlenjent of that 
country. When the all-conquering Romans re- 
duced Iberia, this mountain afforded a tempo- 
rary afylum to the Bccticans; but their refift- 
ance was vain, and a Roman fettlement was 
made to the w«ft of Calpe, which bore the 
name of Julia Tradufta. The Carthiginians 
feized on all Bostica, but it was recovered by 
Lucius Licinius Lucullus, and Calpe remained in 
the pofTeffion of the Romans until they were 
ultimately driven out of all Spain by the Wef- 
trogoths in 568. A domeftic quarrel intro- 
duced the Arabs into Spain in the year 713. 
The mountain then obtained the name of Jibal 
Tariky .or Tarik 9 s Mountain, Tarik being the 
chief under whom the incurfion was made ; 

this 
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t^s is declared. tc> be the origin of the n^m*^ 
jphich by corruption of foijgid and orthogra- 
phy, is now Gibraltar. 

It h^s undergone no fewer than thirteen 
lieges. 

In 1 310 Alonzo Perez de Guzman firft took it 
from the Infidels, which fo enraged them, that 
that they murdered their king, Mahomet. 

Th^fecond ffcge was in 1316, when Ifmael x 
king of Grenada, in vain attempted to retake 
it. ^ 

The third commenced in February 1332^ 
under Abameliaue, when the Spaniards, after 
enduring almou intolerable fatigue, and fub-* 
filling for weeks on the leather of their fhiekU, 
yrere ftarved into a furrend^r in the middle of 
June. 

Tfre fourth fiese was begun by Don Alonz* 
XL in the end of the fame month, he having; 
been within four days march of the place on 
its iurrender. This inveftment was attended 
with uncommon circumftances of hardfliip* 
both to the befieged and befiegers: the latter 
were blocked up in the neck of Gibraltar by 
the king of Grenpde zjid Abametique, who 
marched with an. army to. the relief of the 
garrifon. At laft, on the 20th of Auguft a 
peace was concluded,, and the fiege was raifecL 

Bon Alonza again fet down before it in the 
fummer, 1349* and during this, which was 
the fifth fiege, and which, continued for nine* 
months, the garrifon was reduced to great 
ftraits ; but Don Alonza- wa3 carried off by the 
< plague in March, 1 350, 

The Emperors of Fez negle&ing their SftK 
qi/h territories* Juzal y third king of Grenada^ 

•trnOk 
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V6ok it in 1410. This was the fixthfregfc, but 
the next year the inhabitants drove oiit the 
tonquerots. and put themfelves undfer the pro- 
tection of Muley ueuld. Emperor <A Fez. 

Juzafbc&eged it in form the January fol- 
lowing with a fteet and army, ahd the garri- 
son was ftafved into a fuirender.— This was 
the feventh fieg6. 

The eighth liege was in 1438, when Don 
Emique de Guzman attacked it with a ftrong 
force, but was defeated by the Moors, and 
drowned. His foil, hdwfever, brought off the 
remains of his army. 

In 1 462, the fon returned voith greater force, 
fcnd took the place, which ever fince has 
remained in poffeffioh bf the chriftians. — This 
was the ninth fiege. 

The tenth was in 1704, when it was torn 
From the Spaniards by the Englijh. tinder thfc 
fcommand of Sir George Rooke.* 

The Spanidrds were forely hurt with the Iofi 
bf this moft important ftation. They knew 
its cohfequence, and, added to the value con* 
fert ed by its ftrength and Situation, the cir- 

cumftance 

* The Prince of tifffe nad lancled oil tlie ifthmus with 
Eighteen htindred men, but the (teepnefs of the Rock made 

- tin attack on that fide impra&icable. The Britijh fleet fired 
upwards of 15000 ihots, without effecting a furrendet* 
when a body of failors, on the 4th of Auguft, in a merry- 
making excurfion, happened to row clofe under th<? A*kt> 

• Mole in their boats, (the cannon of which muft have funk 

- them had any been fired,) wefe encouraged to attempt 
landing ; and being fuccefsful,.they mounted the Mole, and> 
hoifted a red jacket as a fignal of pofleflion. Boats, with 
troops and feafnen, were immediately detached u^fhore,. 
and in a fhort time they got pofleflion of the eight gtfn bat- 
tery in the Line IVaft, which caufed the town to fwrendcr. 
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cumftance of giving to an ancient enemy fuch 
a footing in the kingdom, was a mortification 
which the proud fpirit of the Spaniards could 
not bear. An expedition was immediately 
formed, and the eleventh fiege 'commenced 
tinder the Marquis de Vjlladarius. The fiege 
lafted four months ; and finding all their ef- 
forts, though vigorous, were vain, it was a- 
bandoned in 1705. 

Great Britain, fully fenfible of its import* 
ance, hath maintained it at an immenfe coft, 
and hath taken fuch advantage of its natural 
powers in difpofing the works that have been 
raifed, as to make it indubitable the ftrongefl: 
, fortification in the univerfe. Spain has obferv- 

cd this conduct with unavailing regret. . The 
recovery of this poft has at one time given 
them fubjett for declaring a war, and at ano- 
ther time has been claimed as the price of peace. 
They ceded it at the peace of Utrecht without 
grace, for they ftipulated for a right of pre- 
^ exemption in cafe Great Britain fliould difpofe 
of it. Many negociations were opened ; many 
offers of purchafe, and of places to be ex- 
changed for it ; but all were fruitlefs. The 
Englifo nation were juftly jealous of the trea- 
sure, and if at one time minifters were difr 
pofed or were cajoled to fquander it by nego- 
tiation, the bargain was prevented by the vi- 
gilance of parliament, and the fpirit of the 
people. It was made the fubjeft of warm dif- 
cuflion in the Lower Houfe in the ye^r 1727. 
Thefe fecret manoeuvres proving abortive, the 
Spaniards fat down before Gibraltar on the 13th 
of February, in 1727 ; but this, which was 
the iath fiege, and under the conduft of the 

Marquis 
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Marquis de la Torras, was like the former, 
fpirited and fruitlefs. 

The thirteenth fiege was begun in, 1779, and 
continued inceffantly until 1783, a period ©f 
almoft four years. On the firft inveftment, 
Admiral Don Barcello blocked the port by fea, 
and General Don Juan de Mendoza, cut off the 
communication by land. A fliort time after, 
he was recalled for particular reafons, and Ge- 
neral Alvery appointed, who governed until 
the Due de Crillion arrived from Minorca (after 
its capture) when he was invefted with the 
command, and continued in it till the conclu- 
fion of the fiege. The garrifon have, by their , 
perfeverance, prefented to Europe a pi&ure of 
the moft gallant defence. They have refifted 
the efforts of the moft numerous and beft 
equipped band of befiegers that, perhaps, ever 
befet any fortrefs. The Spaniards have bent 
every endeavour to this fingle object. They 
have ftarved their marine, and neglected their 
power in every other quarter of the globe, that 
they might employ all their refources, and di- 
rect all their attention t# this great end. Their 
works have been immenfe, their induftry in- 
defatigable. They have endeavoured to ac- 
eomplifh its reduction by the conftancy of their 
attack ; by their numbers they have been able 
to make their operations inceffant, that the 
garrifon might have no relaxation from fa- 
tigue, no opportunity for repofe. All their 
ftruggles, however, have been vain. The gar- 
rifon was annually relieved with provifions, 
though the want of ftore-houfes tended great- 
ly to make it uneatable ; and when they rufh- 
cd on confident of victory, had the glory to 

gain 
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gain immortal renown, by repulfing fo (uperi- 
or a force, under the immediate eye of the 
principal perfonages, nobles, .and grandees of 
Spain, who had affembled to view the capture 
of the important fortrefs. 
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MEMOIRS of the LIFE and MILITARY 
X SERVICES of General Sir GEORGE AU- 
GUSTUS ELIOTT, 

SIR George Augufius Eliott r the brave and 
gallant defender of Gibraltar , is the lbn of* 
the late Sir Gilbert Eliott of Stobbs, in Roxburgh* 
fhire. ' The antient and honourable family of 
Eliott of Stofibs, as well as the colateral branch 
of Eliott of MintDy in the fame county, and of 
Eliott of Port Eliott^ in Cornwall, are originally 
from Normandy. Their anceftof, Mr. Aliott^ 
came over with William the Conqueror, and 
held a diftinguiflied rank in his army. There 
is a traditionary anecdote in the family relating 
to an honourablediftinftion in their coat of arms, 
which, as it corresponds with hiftory bears the 
appearance of truths When William fet foot on 
the Englijh land, he flipped and fell on the earth, 
He fprang up again and exclaimed, that it was 
a happy omen— he had embraced the country 
of which he was to become Lord. Upon this 
Aliot drew his fword, and fwore by the honour 
of a foldier, that he would maintain, at the 
hazard of his blood, the right of his Lord to 
the fovereignity of the earth which he had 
embraced. On the ^venfc of conqueft, King 
William added to the arms of Aliot, which was 
a baton, or, on a field azure, and the arm and 
fword, as a creft, with the motto, perfaxa, per 
ignes, fortiter, et rede* We mention this as a 
curious fact delivered down and recorded as a 
memorial of their antiquity. 

Sir Gilbert Eliott. of Stobbs, had nine fons 

and two daughters. The prefent Gen. Eliott 

is the youngeft fon, and he is^now the only 

R furviving 
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furviving one. His eldeft fan, Sir J&hn Eliot t 9 
left the title and eftate to his fon, the prefent 
Sir Francis Eliott, who is therefore nephew to 
the General. 

Sir George Augujlus Elwtt was born about thfe 
year 1718, and received the £rft rudiments of 
his education under a private tutor retained 
at the family feat. At ?n early age he was fent 
to the Univerfity of Leyden r where he made a 
rapid progrefe in claffical learning, aaid fpoke 
with elegance and fluency the\ German and 
French languages. Being defigned for a mili- 
tary life, he was fent from thence to the <:ele* 
brateti Ecole Royale du genie militaire^ at La Fete 
in Picardy. This fchool was rendered the moft 
famous in Europe by means of the great Vauban^ 
under wfyom it was condu&ed. It is notor un- 
der the management and <;are of the Gomte 
d'Horroville. Here it was that the foundation 
was laid of that knowledge of taftics m all its 
branches, and particularly in the arcs of engi- 
neering and fortification, which has fo great- 
ly diftinguiihed this officer fince. He com- 
pleated his military courfe on the continent by 
a tour, for the purpofe of feeing in practice 
what he had been ftudying in theory. PruJJia 
was the model for difcipline, and he continued 
for fome time as a volunteer in that fervice. 
Such were the fteps taken by the young men 
of fafhion in that day to accomplifh themfelves 
for the fervice of their country. Many of his 
cotemporaries were then firmly engaged, no- 
bly abandoning the enjoyment of esfle and lux* 
ury at home, for the opportunity of feeing 
aftual fervice. * 

Mr. 
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Mr. Eliott returned in the 17th year of his 
age, to his native country of Scotland, and 
was in the feme year, 1735, introduced by his 
father, Sir Gilbert, to Lieut. Col. Peers of the 
23d regiment of foot, or Royal Welch Fuzileers, 
then lying in Edinburgh. Sir Gilbert prefented 
him a youth anxious to bear arms for his King 
and country. He was 'accordingly entered a 
volunteer in that regiment and continued for 
a twelve-month or more. At this time he 
gave a gromife of his future military talents, 
and fliewed at leaft that he was a foldier an 
cxur. From the 23d he went into the engi- 
neer <x>rps at Woolwich, and made great pro- 
grefs in that ftudy, until his uncle, Col. Eliott, 
brought him in as Adjutant of the fecond 
troop of horfe grenadiei s. In this fituatiori 
he conducted himfelf with the moft exemplary 
attention, and laid the foundation of that dis- 
cipline which has rendered thofe two troops 
the fineft corps of heavy cavalry in Europe, the 
Hanoverian bodyguards, and the mufqueteers 
of France not excepted. With thefe troops 
•O he went upon fervice to Germany in the war be- 
fore laft, and was with them in a variety of 
actions. At the batde of Dettingen he was 
wounded. In this corps he firft bought the 
rank of Captain and Major, and afterwards 
purchafed the Lieutenant Colonelcy from Col. 
Brewarton, who Succeeded his uncle. On ar- 
» riving at this rank he refigned his commiffion 

as an engineer, which he had enjoyed along 
with his other rank, and in which fervice he 
had been aftively employed very much to the 
fervice of his country. He had received the 
inftru&ions of the famous engineer Bel!idor y 
R 2 and 
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and made himfclf cotnpleatly niafter of the 
fcience of gunnery. Had he not difinterefted- 
ly refigned his rank in the engineer depart- 
ment, he would now, by regular progreflion, 
Jiave been at the head of that corps. . Soon af- 
ter this he was appointed an Aid-de-camp to 
King George II. and was already diftinguifhed 
for his military fkill and difcipline. In the 
year 1 759 he quitted the fecond troop of horfe 
grenadier guards, tieing fele&ed to raife, form, 
and difcipline the firft regiment of light horfe, 
called after him, Eliot f s. As foon as they 
were raifed and formed, he was appointed to 
the command of the cavalry in the expedition 
on the coafts of France, with the rank of Bri- 
gadier-General. After this he paflfed into Ger- 
many, where he was employed on the ftaflf, and 
greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in a variety of 
movements, while his regiment difplayed a 
ftrictnefs of difcipline, activity, and enterprize, 
which gained them fignal honour ; and indeed 
they have been the pattern regiment; both in 

* regard to difcipline and appointment; to the 
many light dragoon troops that have, fince 
,that period, been raifed in our fervice. From 
Germany he was recalled for the purpofe of be- 

* ing employed as fecond in command in the 
memorable expedition againft the Havannah. 
It was poflible to find an officer in the fun- 
dine of the court to whom, under the patro- 
nage of a Prince, the trappings of the chief 

- command might be given ; but an Eliott was 
wanting to act, as well as an Albemarle to fhine, 
and for him they were forced to go to the 
dufty plains of Germany. The <drcumftances 
of that conqueft are well known. It fcems as 

if 
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if our brave veteran had always in his eye the 

gallant Lewis de Yelafco, who maintained his 
ation to thq laft extremity, and when his 
garrifon were flying from his fide, or falling 
at his feet, difdained to call for quarter, but 
fell glorioufly exercifing his fword upon his 
conquerors. 

Our readers will pardon .us for the recital of 
a fliort anecdote, which ^gpurred immediately 
after the reduftion, as it fliews, that in the 
very heat and outrages of war, the General 
was not unmindful of the rights of humanity* 
He was particularly eminent among the con- 
querors of the Havannah, for his difinterefted 
procedure, and for checking the horrors of 
indifcriminate plunder. To him, therefore, 
appeals were moft frequently made. A French- 
man who had fuffered greatly by the depreda- 
. tions of the foldiery, made application to him, 
.and begged, in bad Engli/h, that he would in- 
terfere to have his property reftored. The 
petitioner's wife, who^was prefent, a woman 
. of great fpirit, was angry at the hulband for 
his interceffion, and faid, Comment pouvez'vous 
• demander du grace a un homme qui vient vous de- 
pouiller? FT en efperez pas. The hufband per- 
fifting in his application, his wife grew more 
loud in the cenfure, and faid, vous n'etes pas 
Francois! The General who was bufy writing 
at the time, turned to the woman, and faici, 
fmiling, Madame ne vous, echauffezpas,cequevo- 
tre mari demande lui ferd accorde! Oh faut-il 
pour furcroit de malheur, exclaimed the woman, 
que le harbare park le Francois. The General 
was fo very much pleafed with the woman's 
fpirit, that he not only procured them their 

property 
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property again, but alio took pains to accomi. 
mooate them in every refpeft. This has been 
through life the manly chara&eriflic of the 
General. If he would not fuffer his troops to 
extend for the fake of plunder (the ravages of 
war) he never impoveriihed them by unjuft 
cxa&ions. He never would confent that his 
C^u&rter-Mafter's place fhould be fold, " not 
•* only, fays he, "jjbecaufe I think it the re- 
*' ward of an honeft veteran foldier ; but alfo, 
€C becaufe I could not fo dire&ly excrcife my 
* 4 authority in his difmiffion, fhould he behave 

On the peace, his gallant regiment \tfas re* 
viewed by . his Majefty in Hyde Park, when 
they prefented to the King the ftandards they 
had taken from the enemy. The King grati- 
fied with their high chara&er, afked General 
Eliotty what mark of his favour he could be- 
llow on his regiment equal to their merits. 
He anfwered, that his regiment would be 
proud if his Majefty fhould think, that, by 
their fervices, they were entitled to the dif- 
tinftion of Royals. It was accordingly made a 
royal regiment, with this flattering title. The 
i$th or King 9 s Royal Regiment of Light Dragoons* 
At the fame time, the King expreffed a defire 
to confer a mark of his favour on the brave . 
General ; but he declared, that the honour 
and fatisfa&ion of his Majefty's approbation of 
his fervices was his beft reward. 

During the peace he was not idle :— his great 
talents in the curious branches of the military 
arts, gave him ample employment j and in 
the year 1775, he was appointed to fucceed 
General A y Court as £oramander in Chief of 

the 
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the forces in Ireland. But he did not continue 
long in this ftation ; not even long enough to 
unpack all his trunks ; for, finding that inters 
ferences were made by petty authority deroga- 
tory to his own, he refilled the pra&ice with be- 
coming fpirit ; and not chufing to difturb the 
government of the fifter kingdom, on a mat- 
ter perfonal to himfelf, he folicited to be re- 
called, and accordingly was fo, when he was 
appointed to the comrtiand of Gibraltar, in a 
fortunate hour for the fafety of that impor- 
tant fortrefs. The fyftem of his life, as weU 
as his education, peculiarly qualified him fbir 
this truft. He is, perhaps, the moft abftemious 
man of the age. His food is vegetables, and 
•his drink water. He neither indulges himfelf 
in animal food nor wine. He never fleeps 
more than four hours at a time ; fo that he is 
up later and earlier than moft other men. He 
Jbas fo inured himfelf to habits of hardinefs, 
that the things which are difficult and painful 
to other men, are to him his daily practice, 
and are rendered pleafant by ufe. It could not 
be eafy to ftarve fuch a man into a furrendet, 
nor eafy to furprize him. His wants are eafily 
fupplied, and his watchfulnefs beyond prece- 
dent. The example of the Commander in 
Chief in a befieged garrifon, has a moft per- 
fuafive efficacy in forming the manners of the 
foldiery. Like him, his brave followers came 
to regulate their lives by the moft ftrift rules 
of difcipfine before there arofe a neceflity for 
fo doing ; and fevere exercife, with fliort diet, 
became habitual to them by their own choice. 
The military fyftem of difcipline which he in- 
troduced, and the preparations he made for 

his 
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his defence, were contrived with fo much 
judgment, and executed with fo much ad- 
drefs that he has been able, with a handful of 
men to preferve his poft againft an attack, the 
conftancy of which, even without the vigour; 
has been fufficient to exhauft any fet of men* 
Collefted within himfelf, he has in no inftance 
deftroycd, by premature attacks, the labour 
which would coft the enemy time, patience, 
and expence to compleat ; he has never fpent 
his ammunition in ufelefs parade, or in unim- 
portant attacks. He has never relaxed from 
his difcipline by the appearance of fecurity, 
nor hazarded the lives of his garrifon by wild 
experiments. By a cool and temperate de- 
meanour he maintained^ his ftation for four 
years of conftant inveftment, in which all the 
powers of Spain were employed. All the eyes 
*f Europe has been on his garrifon, and his 
-conduct has juftly exalted him to a moft eleva- 
ted place in the military annals of the prefent 
day. ' 

The General married a fifter of the prefent 
Sir Francis Drake, and by her has had a fon 
and a daughter. The fon is now Lieut. Colo- 
nel of the 6th (or Innifkilling) regiment of 
dragoons, and the daughter is married to Mr. 
Fuller, of Bayly Park in Suffix. 

His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed in additi- 
on to the order of the Bath, to create him a 
Baron of England by the title of Lord Heath- 
jield, which he enjoyed but a fhort time, being 
ordered at the late armkment againft Spain to 
proceed to Gibraltar, he died on his pafTage. 
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